Dear Students, Colleagues and Alumni
Over the last five months, Hong Kong has been shaken by a series of protests, confrontations,
disruptions and escalating violence. We are deeply saddened and bitterly regret that the state of
turmoil and spiraling violence has spread to university campuses.
It is particularly worrying that our campus has been turned into a scene of disorder and that
activists from outside have gone onto the campus in the last several days. Not only have many
facilities on the campus been severely and extensively vandalised, the activities inside the
campus also pose immediate safety risks to our students and staff who are on the campus. We
urgently advise our students and staff to stay away from the campus. The University also
strongly condemns the occupation of the campus by the people who commit these acts of
violence and demands them to leave immediately.
The safety of our students and staff is always the University’s top priority. For this reason, we
have decided to substitute all face-to-face teaching with on-line teaching for the rest of this
semester. We are working with the academic staff to make use of all feasible on-line means to
ensure teaching can continue during this period. We will do our utmost to safeguard our
students’ right to learning.
We once again call on all parties to remain calm and restrained. In a civilised society, violence
can’t help to solve any problem but will only intensify the tensions and cause greater damages.
We plead to the members of PolyU to stand together in this difficult time. With our concerted
efforts, we sincerely hope that the social impasse and turbulence will come to an end, and our
society will return to peace and tranquility soon.
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