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Interim guidance
21 March 2020

Background

On 30 January 2020, WHO announced that the COVID-19
outbreak was a Public Health Emergency of International
Concern. Initially, most cases were reported from China and
among individuals with travel history to China. Please refer
to the latest situation reports for COVID-19.

COVID-19 is an acute respiratory illness caused by a novel
human coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2, called COVID-19 virus),
which causes higher mortality in people aged =60 years and
in people with underlying medical conditions such as
cardiovascular disease, chronic respiratory disease, diabetes
and cancer.

https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/331508

World Health
¥ Organization

System and service coordination
to provide long-term care

e Coordinate with relevant authorities (e.g. Ministry
of Health, Ministry of Social Welfare, Ministry of
Social Justice, etc.) should be in place to provide
continuous care in LTCFs.

e Activate the local health and social care network to
facilitate continuous care (clinic, acute-care hospital,
day-care center, volunteer group, etc.).

e Facilitate additional support (resources, health care
providers) if any older person in LTCFs is confirmed
with COVIDI9.
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