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Why Delist?

What this means:

• Moving Forward: Journals 
delisted from WoS Core 
Collection will not be given new 
Journal Impact Factor.

• Past content will still be indexed 
in WoS until the year and month 
they are delisted.

• List of delisted journals

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/web-science-de-listed-82-journals-march-2023-sofia-fields


Top journals published by SN authors 2018 - 2023
Journals published by PolyU, SN

Number of 
Publications in 

2018 - 2023

% of 1,966 
publications 
from 2018 -

2023

Impact Factor IF year Publishers

1 INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
RESEARCH AND PUBLIC HEALTH 99 5.036 4.614 2021 MDPI

2 FRONTIERS IN PSYCHIATRY 46 2.34 4.7 2022 FRONTIERS MEDIA SA
3 JOURNAL OF AFFECTIVE DISORDERS 35 1.78 6.6 2022 ELSEVIER
4 JOURNAL OF MEDICAL INTERNET RESEARCH 28 1.424 7.4 2022 JMIR PUBLICATIONS, INC
5 BMJ OPEN 26 1.322 2.9 2022 BMJ PUBLISHING GROUP
6 PLOS ONE 26 1.322 3.7 2022 PUBLIC LIBRARY SCIENCE
7 LANCET 25 1.272 168.9 2022 ELSEVIER SCIENCE INC
8 NURSE EDUCATION TODAY 23 1.17 3.9 2022 CHURCHILL LIVINGSTONE
9 FRONTIERS IN PSYCHOLOGY 22 1.119 3.8 2022 FRONTIERS MEDIA SA
10 BMC GERIATRICS 20 1.017 4.1 2022 BMC
11 FRONTIERS IN PUBLIC HEALTH 18 0.916 5.2 2022 FRONTIERS MEDIA SA
12 JOURNAL OF CLINICAL NURSING 18 0.916 4.2 2022 WILEY
13 LECTURE NOTES IN COMPUTER SCIENCE

(Book Series/Conference Proceedings; Indexed in CPCI)
17 0.865 0.302 2005 SPRINGER-VERLAG BERLIN

14 HONG KONG MEDICAL JOURNAL 16 0.814 2.7 2022 HONG KONG ACAD MEDICINE PRESS

15 IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON MEDICAL IMAGING 16 0.814 10.6 2022 IEEE-INST ELECTRICAL ELECTRONICS 
ENGINEERS INC

16 SUPPORTIVE CARE IN CANCER 16 0.814 3.1 2022 SPRINGER

17 INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF DISASTER RISK 
REDUCTION 15 0.763 5 2022 ELSEVIER

18 INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF NURSING STUDIES 15 0.763 8.1 2022 PERGAMON-ELSEVIER SCIENCE LTD
19 TRANSLATIONAL PSYCHIATRY 14 0.712 6.8 2022 SPRINGERNATURE
20 ASIA PACIFIC JOURNAL OF ONCOLOGY NURSING 13 0.661 1.8 2022 ELSEVIER SCIENCE INC



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH 
AND PUBLIC HEALTH

Journals published 
by PolyU authors

in 2018 - 2023

Number 
of Publications by PolyU, 

SN
in IJERPH in 2018 - 2023

CiteScore
(Year)

Impact Factor
(IF year)

JIF
Category
Quartile

323 2023
(as of 7 Sept 2023)

4 5.4
(2022)

4.614
(2021)

Q1
(Public, 

Environment
al & 

Occupational 
Health, SSCI)

2022 30

2021 16

2020 26

2019 15

2018 8

Total 99

https://www.mdpi.com/journal/ijerph


PolyU SN Authors also publish in these delisted journals

Journals 
published by 

PolyU, SN

Number of 
Publications 

in 2018 -
2023

CiteScore
(Year)

Impact Factor
(IF year)

JIF
Category
Quartile

Publisher

BioMed Research 
International

6 5.3
(2022)

3.246
(2021)

Q3

HINDAWI

Evidence-Based 
Complementary 
and Alternative 
Medicine

5 3.5
(2022)

2.65
(2021)

Q3

Oxidative 
Medicine and 
Cellular Longevity

1 10.1
(2022)

7.31
(2021)

Q2

Impact Factor (WoS):average number of times articles from a journal 
published in the past two years that have been cited in the JCR year

CiteScore (Scopus): based on the number of citations received by a 
journal in the latest 4 years (including the calculation year), divided by 
the number of documents published in the journal in those four years

Scimago Journal Rank: weighted citations received by the serial. Citation 
weighting depends on subject field and prestige (SJR) of the citing serial.

https://www.hindawi.com/journals/bmri/
https://www.hindawi.com/journals/ecam/
https://www.hindawi.com/journals/omcl/


Web of Science Indexing Criteria

https://clarivate.com/products/scientific-and-academic-research/research-discovery-and-workflow-solutions/webofscience-platform/web-of-science-core-collection/editorial-selection-process/editorial-selection-process/


Selecting journals
Quantitative metrics

• Not normalized
• Journal Impact Factor
• CiteScore

• Normalized
• Scimago Journal Rank
• SNIP

Qualitative metrics
• General Criteria for journal selection:

• Aims & Scope,
• Editorial Board Members,
• Publication in recent issues;
• databases they are indexed (SCIE vs ESCI)

• Web of Science Master Journal List  Downloads Monthly Changes Archives
• Qualitative Criteria used by databases for indexing – proxy measures on quality of the journal

Guides:
• Where to publish
• Journal Impact

https://libguides.lb.polyu.edu.hk/journalimpact/intro
https://mjl.clarivate.com/home
https://libguides.lb.polyu.edu.hk/researchers_library/publishing
https://libguides.lb.polyu.edu.hk/journalimpact/intro


WOS Master Journal List & Monthly Changes Archive
(Last Updated: August 21, 2023)

Create a free login to access 
the download files

https://mjl.clarivate.com/collection-list-downloads


WOS Master Journal List & Monthly Changes Archive
(Last Updated: August 21, 2023)

After login, Monthly Changes 
Archive for the past 5 months
can be downloaded.

https://mjl.clarivate.com/collection-list-downloads


Monthly Changes Archive (August 2023 Changes)

An excerpt from the monthly changes archive (August 2023 Changes) Changes in a given month could include the following:
Accepted
Journal has passed editorial evaluation and technical evaluation and is covered in Web of Science Core Collection
Editorial De-listing
Journal has been re-evaluated and does not meet one or more of the quality criteria, resulting in removal from Web 
of Science Core Collection
Production De-listing
Journal has been removed from Web of Science Core Collection due to non-receipt of content from publisher
Title Change
Journal has changed title; it remains covered under the new title
Cease
Journal has ceased publication and is therefore no longer covered in Web of Science Core Collection



How to tell if a journal is delisted from Web of Science 
or Journal Citation Report (JCR) ?

E.g.: INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH AND PUBLIC HEALTH

From Web of Science From Journal Citation Report (JCR)

A hint will be the year of 
Journal Impact Factor, i.e. 
2021 (c.f. 2022 in the current 
year 2023 indicating that the 
journal has been delisted)

https://www.lib.polyu.edu.hk/databases/web-science
https://www.lib.polyu.edu.hk/databases/incites-jcr


Open Access

Pay or not Pay?
If I am paying, am I paying for a credible journal?

• Gold OA vs Hybrid Open Access
• Gold OA: entire journal is open access where articles pay APC
• Hybrid Open Access: authors can choose to pay APC to make their articles in this journal open access; non OA articles in 

this journal is only available to libraries who subscribes to that journal. General perception that hybrid journals are more 
credible.

• Mega Journals and Predatory Journals (BEALL’s List of Potential Predatory Journals and Publishers)

• Waivers of APCs: Agreements entered by Library
• Archival of Final Accepted Manuscript: Alternative to paying APCs; less 

immediate Open Access

https://libguides.lb.polyu.edu.hk/open_access
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mega_journal
https://www.lib.polyu.edu.hk/about-us/publications/newsletters/48/201905/researcher-corner
https://beallslist.net/
https://libguides.lb.polyu.edu.hk/open_access/publishing
https://libguides.lb.polyu.edu.hk/open_access/archiving


Increasing Visibility

Increasing Discoverability = Increasing Visibility
• Open Access: Paid or archival
• Author Profiles that are up-to-date (eg: ORCID etc)

https://libguides.lb.polyu.edu.hk/research_visibility/tips
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