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I Background 

Academic service-learning (SL) is a high-impact pedagogy that integrates meaningful community service with 
academic study. SL is commonly practised in K-12 schools in many Western countries. However, SL and community 
service or voluntary service are often conflated in K-12 schools in Hong Kong and hence is not widely implemented. 

PolyU launched a three-year project entitled, "Capacity Building Scheme for Secondary School Teachers: 
Promoting Meaningful Social Engagement for Young People through Service-Learning", with a 
generous donation from Chow Tai Fook Charity Foundation and Keswick Foundation. We believe that SL can address 
existing concerns in Hong Kong youth: 

e Students care about the society but lack knowledge on how to care about it / what they can do about it 

fl Overly exam-oriented school life and low interest in learning

A "missing link" between what is taught at school and what is needed in the society/real life 

"Widespread youth disillusionment" and "erosion of societal cohesion" 
(Global Risks Report, 2019) 

The restructuring of Citizenship and Social Development (i}��H±ff!UU�) have freed up 100-250 teaching hours. 
EDB suggested schools using that to "facilitate whole-person development" and "connect learning with 
real-life". We feel that SL is the best suited to achieve these purposes. 

I Aim 

Teachers are the key to quality education. The project aims to promote "academic SL" in secondary schools 
through equipping teachers with essential attitudes, knowledge and skills, and ultimately promote meaningful social 
engagement for young people and enhance their academic learning. 

I Project Duration 

From January 2022 to June 2025 

Target Groups 

All secondary schools, their teachers, teaching assistants, social workers and allied professionals have responsibilities to teach 
students and/or coordinate service-related programmes. 








