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In May 2021, the very first research hub in Asia for 
interdisciplinary research in intelligent wearable 
technology was established, namely the Research Institute 
for Intelligent Wearable Systems (RI-IWEAR), under the 
PolyU Academy for Interdisciplinary Research (PAIR) of The 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University. Professor Tao Xiaoming, 
Vincent and Lily Woo Professor in Textile Technology of 
Institute of Textiles and Clothing, was appointed as its 
Director. Professor Tao has an ambition to brand the RI-
IWEAR to be the leading research institute in intelligent 
wearable systems via impactful interdisciplinary research 
programme, global academic and industrial collaboration, 
knowledge and technology transfer and human resource 
enhancement. “The RI-IWEAR will make significant 
contributions to knowledge advancement, creation of 
new technologies, cultivation of IWEAR professionals 
and development of new technology industries in Hong 
Kong and beyond,” said Professor Tao. 

A Paradigm Shift of Apparel and  
Electronic Products
In fact, the RI-IWEAR’s membership spans multiple 
disciplines including physics, chemistry, materials, textiles 
and clothing, design, electronics, mechanical engineering, 
computing and occupational health and safety.  Such 
interdisciplinary environment enables synergies and 
collaborations between researchers from different fields to 
working together for this emerging disruptive technology 

that demands a huge paradigm shift in traditional 
apparel and electronic products. Human-centric 

wearables have high levels of intelligence, 
with many additional functions 
enhancing our everyday lives on top of 
their conventional features. Wearable 
technology applications Professor Tao 
affirmed: “Research is exciting! I like to 
inspire more and more energetic young 
researchers to generate new ideas and 

extend technology frontier to the next 
level!” 
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