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After three challenging years of the pandemic, 
society is finally returning to normal with the 
removal of most pandemic-related travel 
restrictions. This will provide our University 
with many more opportunities to strengthen our 
collaboration with partners in the Mainland and 
across the globe, further enhancing our position 
as a leading international university. Indeed, 
PolyU attained an encouraging result in the 
newly released Times Higher Education World’s 
Most International Universities 2023 list, ranking 
sixth globally.

Furthermore, Hong Kong’s development into an 
international innovation and technology (I&T) 
hub is progressing to the next level thanks to 
the policies published in the new ‘Hong Kong 
Innovation and Technology Development 
Blueprint’. As an innovative world-class university 
that excels in interdisciplinary research and STEM 
disciplines, PolyU strives to help propel Hong 
Kong’s I&T advancement as well as the scientific 
and technological development of our Nation.

As we look to the future, we can also reflect 
on 2022 as a pivotal moment for PolyU, as it 
marked our 85th Anniversary. PolyU has been 
evolving alongside society and contributing to 
its development over the decades. Based on 
our rich 85-year heritage and commitment to 
excellence in education and research, we will 
continue unwaveringly on our journey of fully 
realising PolyU’s potential as a leading tertiary 
institution that makes a positive impact on Hong 
Kong, the Nation and the world.

Jin-Guang Teng 
President 
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FORGING AHEAD as 
an INNOVATIVE WORLD-CLASS UNIVERSITY

development of young people, as outlined in the 
Government’s first ‘Youth Development Blueprint’, 
by continuing to provide the best holistic 
education for students.

As PolyU forges ahead as a socially responsible 
and innovative world-class university, we can 
also look back at 2022 as an important year 
for the University, since it represented PolyU’s 
85th Anniversary. During the year, a wide range 
of events were held to celebrate the historic 
Anniversary, including a memorable Celebration 
Dinner, a star-studded Grand Concert, inspiring 
public lectures, an insightful sharing session by an 
Olympic Diving Champion, an exciting Sportathon, 
alumni homecoming activities, and many more. In 
this cover story, you can learn more about these 
meaningful activities that brought together the 
PolyU community under the Anniversary theme 
“We Are PolyU, Together We Excel”.

T
he Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
(PolyU) is entering a new era of 
development with a lot of positive 
momentum. The University is now ranked 
among the top 100 in the world by Times 

Higher Education, Quacquarelli Symonds and US 
News, three of the most prestigious university 
ranking organisations. PolyU will embrace 
new opportunities to make further impactful 
contributions for the benefit of society. Hong 
Kong’s transformation into an international I&T 
hub will soon accelerate thanks to the measures 
recently outlined in the Government’s ‘Hong 
Kong Innovation and Technology Development 
Blueprint’. In this regard, the University will 
harness its expertise in STEM disciplines, 
interdisciplinary research, and emerging 
technologies to support Hong Kong’s I&T 
advancement. PolyU will also reinforce the 
city’s efforts to cultivate the whole-person 

At the Celebration Dinner, Mr Cheuk Wing-hing, Deputy Chief Secretary for Administration of the HKSAR (5th from right); Dr Choi Yuk-lin,  
Secretary for Education of the HKSAR (4th from left); and Ms Wan Ning, Deputy Director General of the Youth Department of the 
Liaison Office of the Central People’s Government in the HKSAR (3rd from right); joined Dr Lam Tai-fai, PolyU Council Chairman (5th 
from left); Prof. Jin-Guang Teng, President (4th from right); Dr Lawrence Li, Deputy Council Chairman (3rd from left); Dr Katherine Ngan, 
University Court Chairman (2nd from left); Ms Loretta Fong, Treasurer of the University (2nd from right); Prof. Wing-tak Wong, 
Deputy President and Provost (right); and Dr Miranda Lou, Executive Vice President (left); in officiating the event.

85th Anniversary Celebration Dinner 
Honourable guests including community leaders, 
government officials and industry partners joined 
PolyU staff, students and alumni at the celebration 
dinner, which was held at Hotel ICON, the 
University’s teaching 
and research hotel. 
The event marked 
the finale of the 
University’s year-
long Anniversary 
celebrations. 

In the new era of the Nation’s 
development, as a first-class 
Hong Kong institution that excels 
in education and research, PolyU 
has proactively supported the 
goal of building Hong Kong into 
an international innovation and 
technology hub set out in the 
Nation’s 14th Five-year Plan.

Mr Cheuk Wing-hing
Deputy Chief Secretary for 

Administration of the HKSAR
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Two inaugural publications from 
the newly launched PolyU Press, 
PolyImpact: PolyU Inventions 
and Innovations that Benefit the 
World and Builders of a Better 
World: Outstanding PolyU Alumni 
Awardees, were introduced at the 
dinner to showcase the University’s 
achievements in nurturing talents 
and conducting impactful research 
for the benefit of society.



Hundreds of staff, students, alumni and guests 
packed the Jockey Club Auditorium for the PolyU 
85th Anniversary Grand Concert in November 2022, 
one of the finales of the University’s anniversary 
celebrations. 

Themed around PolyU’s growth during the past 85 
years, the Concert provided the audience with a rich 
repertoire of Chinese and Western music, ranging 
from classics and oldies to modern hits, depicting 
the University’s evolution in tandem with Hong 
Kong’s own development, as well as celebrating the 
start of a new era.

Internationally-renowned musician Mr Leung Kin-fung 
served as the music director of the Grand Concert. 
Sharing the stage were renowned Hong Kong artist  
Dr Liza Wang; world-renowned violinist Ms Yao Jue;  
guzheng virtuoso Dr Lunlun Zou; Steinway artist  
Dr Vivian Cheng Wai; renowned singer Ms Sophie Chen; 
erhu master Mr Guo Gan; as well as renowned 

musician Mr Alex Tam, who conducted the PolyU 
Choir. They were joined by aspiring music talents 
from the Academy Choir of The Hong Kong Academy 
for Performing Arts (HKAPA), and members of the 
PolyU Orchestra, PolyU Choir and the Federation of 
PolyU Alumni Associations Chinese Orchestra.

The Grand Concert opened with the theme song 
of the PolyU 85th Anniversary, followed by music 
and songs from different eras and of styles, played 
against a backdrop of videos illustrating PolyU’s 
four stages of development. The Concert reached 
a climax when performers and representatives of 
the PolyU community on stage were joined by the 
audience to sing the Cantopop “Below the Lion 
Rock” together.

Holding art and cultural events is part of PolyU’s 
efforts to foster the whole-person development 
of our students. The University also expressed 
its gratitude to the generous sponsors of the 
University’s Art and Culture Development Fund. 
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PolyU 85th Anniversary Grand Concert 
A mesmerising musical journey celebrating decades of excellence 
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The Federation of PolyU Alumni Associations Chinese
Orchestra, conducted by Mr Wong Chi-wah, played
two medleys of hit songs from the 1930s and 1940s.

Ms Yao Jue and Dr Vivian Cheng Wai 
performed "Tone Poem of Seashore" 
and "Marche Miniature Viennoise" 
(Miniature Viennese March).

Mr Guo Gan and the PolyU Orchestra
performed “Horse Racing” composed
by Huang Haihuai and Mr Guo himself.

Dr Vivian Cheng Wai, 
performed Debussy’s 
"L’isle joyeuse, L. 106" 
(The Joyful Island).

Ms Sophie Chen performed a well-known 
Chinese song "The place where soul ever 
slept" and “O mio babbino caro” (Oh my 
dear Papa) from Gianni Schicchi by Puccini.

Dr Lunlun Zou performed “Fighting with 
Typhoon” by contemporary composer 
Wang Changyuan.

Dr Liza Wang sang pop songs 
“Love and Passion” and  
“The Brave Chinese”.

Under the baton of Mr Leung Kin-Fung, 
PolyU Orchestra played two medleys of 
popular songs from the 1970s and 1990s and 
performed with Dr Liza Wang, Dr Lunlun Zou, 
Mr Guo Gan, and Ms Sophie Chen. 

PolyU Choir (right) and the Academic Choir of HKAPA (left) gave their choral 
performances, both conducted by Mr Alex Tam.



Public lectures inspire the community
Public lectures formed a key part of the 85th Anniversary celebratory programme. Four lectures were 
held between September and November 2022, covering topics ranging from self-cultivation and 
self-actualisation, to Chinese art appreciation and traditional cultural enrichment, all of which were well 
received by the PolyU community and the public.

Knowledge and Self-cultivation 
by Professor Poon Chung-kwong

A New Vision for Carrying the 
Traditional Culture Forward  
by Dr Louis Ng Chi-wa

Chinese Painting Appreciation with Mr Ho Sai-chu 

Professor Poon Chung-kwong, President Emeritus 
of PolyU, shared his insights on how young 
people can pursue knowledge and build effective 
self-cultivation practices in a public lecture titled 
‘Knowledge and Self-cultivation’. Mr Eric Chan 
Kwok-ki, Chief Secretary for Administration of the 
HKSAR, delivered an opening speech at the start of 
the lecture.

Professor Poon said the ultimate goal of 
education was to nurture both students’ 
knowledge and their self-cultivation, as the basis 
for promoting harmonious social development. 
He went on to discuss the different methods and 
practices for exploring knowledge, and examine 
the three qualities needed for effective self-
cultivation, namely maintaining moral standards, 
a positive attitude towards others, and problem-
solving skills. 

An outstanding scientist and a passionate 
educationist, Professor Poon has devoted 40 
years to university education, including 18 years 
as the Director of the Hong Kong Polytechnic and 
the President of PolyU, laying a solid foundation 
for the University’s subsequent development.

Dr Louis Ng Chi-wa, Director of the Hong Kong 
Palace Museum (HKPM) gave a public lecture, 
titled 'A New Vision for Carrying the Traditional 
Culture Forward'. He shared his insights on how the 
HKPM presents Chinese culture and values to an 
international audience with a Hong Kong perspective 
and a global vision.

A seasoned museum professional and historian with 
more than 33 years’ experience in arts administration 
and museum management, Dr Ng told the audience 
that HKPM is committed to integrating technology 
with tradition. He added that it also encourages 
young people to use their creativity to bring new 
interpretations and meaning to their cultural 
inheritance.

He also said that HKPM acts as a bridge between 
China and the world. It works to advance cultural 
dialogue and mutual learning among world 
civilisations by adopting four ‘visions’, namely a 
modern vision, innovative vision, Hong Kong vision 
and global vision.

PolyU alumnus and University Fellow Mr Ho 
Sai-chu presented a talk on Chinese Painting 
Appreciation. His lecture looked at around 15 
valuable Chinese paintings and examples of 
calligraphy from the Southern Song Dynasty to 
the early Qing Dynasty. The works of art were 
from the Chih Lo Lou Collection, which was 
founded by his late father Mr Ho Iu-kwong, 
a respected philanthropist and passionate 
collector. Enthusiastic PolyU members and 
guests took the opportunity to immerse 
themselves in the masterpieces.

As the Chairman of Chih Lo Lou Art Promotion 
(Non-Profit Making) Limited, Mr Ho Sai-chu has 
donated more than 350 Chinese paintings and 
calligraphy artworks to the HKSAR Government, 
for the permanent collection of The Hong Kong 
Museum of Art, to promote Chinese culture.
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Biography of Mr Ho Iu-kwong

Mr Ho Sai-chu (centre) and his brother Mr Ho Sai-kit (left) discussed Chinese art with Prof. Chan Shui-duen, Chairman of Culture 
Promotion Committee and Research Professor, Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies (right).



Diving queen shares her determination to succeed

PolyU Theatre stages classic play Our Town

Olympic diver Ms Guo Jingjing won multiple gold 
medals in the three-metre springboard before she 
retired in 2010. The world champion shared her path 
to success in a public lecture, titled ‘Splashing for 
Lights, Chasing our Dreams’, with a full-house at 
PolyU’s Jockey Club Auditorium in November 2022. 

In a brief recapitulation of her 22-year career as 
a professional diver, Ms Guo spoke about her luck 
being selected for the national team, the joy she 
felt the first time she was crowned world champion 
at the age of 14, and the tears she shed while 
enduring the hardship of endless training. Despite 
encountering adversity, including a bone fracture, 
she never gave up on her dream. Her hard work 
paid off and she was double runner-up in three-

Set in a fictional American small town in the early 
20th century, Our Town is a timeless masterpiece 
that captures the little moments in life that most 
people take for granted until death knocks on 
the door. The three times Pulitzer Prize-winning 
playwright and novelist Thornton Niven Wilder 

metre springboard individual and synchronised 
at the Sydney Olympics Games in 2000, as well as 
twice being double champion in the same events at 
the Athens Olympics Games in 2004 and the Beijing 
Olympic Games in 2008. In addition, she won many 
first-place podiums at the World Cup, Asian Games 
and the National Games of China.

Talking about her diving career, Ms Guo said: 
“Success is not about persevering when you see 
hope, but about persevering to see hope. Success is 
to compel yourself to be perseverant.” She explained 
that when she felt like quitting, she just tried to hold 
on a little longer. She encouraged students in the 
audience to be courageous when pursuing their 
dreams and to contribute to the Nation and society. 

Success is not about 
persevering when 
you see hope, but 
about persevering 
to see hope.

PolyU 85th Anniversary Sportathon

PolyU is committed to building a vibrant sports and 
fitness culture to facilitate the holistic development 
of students and improve their health and wellness. 
In September 2022, the PolyU 85th Anniversary 
Sportathon was organised on campus to unite 
university members for sporting fun.

invites the audience to discover the meaning of love 
and life through the play’s heroine, who revisits one 
day of her life after she has died in the last act.

Presented by PolyU Culture Promotion Committee, 
PolyU Theatre, under the direction of former Artist-
in-Residence and veteran dramatist Mr James Mark, 
staged the play as a cultural event in celebration 
of the University’s 85th Anniversary. The play was 
produced with the support of the 2021/22 Artist-in-
Residence Mr Dominic Cheung, the Artistic Director 
of Chung Ying Theatre Company and known as 
‘Mr Theatre’. Theatre professionals, including PolyU 
alumni in the field, joined hands with members of 
the PolyU Theatre to take part in the performance, 
bringing to life the play’s meaning for contemplation 
with students, staff and other audience members.

The event featured a wide range of activities, including 
game booths, sports try-outs, as well as competitions 
including futsal, 3-on-3 basketball, badminton 
and table tennis. A highlight of the event was the 
spectacular sports demonstrations by student-
athletes, such as artistic cycling, rope skipping, 
karatedo and taekwondo.
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Students shine at  Student Talent Week

Alumni Homecoming 

The University provides students with a range 
of opportunities to showcase and enhance their 
unique talents. Student Talent Week, organised by 
the Student Affairs Office, is an excellent example 
of PolyU’s commitment to promoting the whole-
person development of students. Held in October 
2022, it comprised a Student Talent Night staged 
at the Chiang Chen Studio Theatre, followed by a 
three-day Talent Show at Global Student Hub, to 
celebrate PolyU’s 85th Anniversary. 

As part of the 85th Anniversary celebrations, the 
University organised a series of Alumni Homecoming 
activities and events for graduates of different 
generations to visit the campus and research facilities, 
and get updated on the latest development and 
achievements of their alma mater through interactive 
exchanges with members of Central Management 
Team. Alumni in the Mainland and overseas also 
hosted various activities to celebrate this milestone. 

Students from the PolyU Rope Skipping Team, PolyU 
Chinese Orchestra, the University’s acoustic music 
group The PolyArts, Flamenco, pop dance, choir and 
wushu teams performed at the Student Talent Night. 
The Show reached a climax when Mr Phoebus Ng, 
a PolyU alumnus and a member of a popular local 
music group, made a special guest appearance to 
sing for the audience. Students, staff and alumni, 
as well as PolyU’s Council and Court members, the 
Central Management Team and guests, attended the 
event, sharing an enjoyable evening, whether they 
were watching the show in the theatre or online.

13 14

Cover Story

Marking 85 years of societal impact
The 85th Anniversary of PolyU was an opportunity to 
reflect on how the institution has evolved and grown 
alongside the development of our society over the 
years, making a positive impact on Hong Kong, the 
Nation, and the world. The Anniversary was a great 
success thanks to the enthusiastic participation 
of PolyU students, staff, alumni, friends and 
supporters in the various celebratory activities. 

The Anniversary provides an excellent launching 
pad for the University to further excel in providing 

world-class education and conducting cutting-
edge research by building on its remarkable 
accomplishments and developments over the 
past 85 years. With the concerted efforts of the 
University community, as well as the continued 
support of the Government, industry partners, 
generous donors and other important stakeholders 
in society, the University looks forward to scaling 
even greater heights in the years to come to foster a 
brighter and more sustainable future.

Mr Phoebus Ng



A group photograph of guests at the Ceremony, who expressed their best wishes for PolyU.
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Embarking on a  

  NEW JOURNEY as the 
  MAIN ENTRANCE is unveiled

T
he unveiling of PolyU’s Main Entrance symbolises the University’s transition to the next stage 
of its journey in the pursuit of excellence in education, research and knowledge transfer. From 
a technical college to a world-class university, PolyU has made significant contributions to 
society over the decades, creating impactful solutions and nurturing leaders and professionals 
to propel Hong Kong’s economic and societal development. As Hong Kong and the Greater Bay 

Area develop into an international innovation and technology (I&T) hub, the University is well positioned to 
support the transformation, further contributing to the Nation’s scientific and technological advancement.

PolyU hosted the Main Entrance Unveiling Ceremony 
to celebrate the University’s 85th Anniversary, while 
marking another milestone in its development. 

More than 600 distinguished guests, alumni, staff and 
students joined Mr John K. C. Lee, Chief Executive 
of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
(HKSAR) and Chancellor of PolyU; Dr Lam Tai-fai, 
PolyU Council Chairman; and Professor Jin-Guang 
Teng, PolyU President; to celebrate the joyful occasion 
in August 2022. 

The unveiling was also witnessed by dignitaries 
including Mr Eric Chan Kwok-ki, Chief Secretary 
for Administration of the HKSAR; Dr Zhang Zhihua, 
Director General of the Youth Department of the 
Liaison Office of the Central People's Government in 
the HKSAR; members of the Executive Council and the 
Legislative Council; Mr Carlson Tong, then Chairman 
of the University Grants Committee; and Chairmen and 
Presidents of other local universities. 

The University also paid tribute to its former and 
current Council and Court Chairmen and Members, and 
former Presidents and Directors, for their distinguished 
leadership, as well as friends and supporters for their 
unwavering support over the years.



Mr John K. C. Lee
Chief Executive of the HKSAR and Chancellor of PolyU 

Dr Lam Tai-fai
PolyU Council Chairman 

 Professor Jin-Guang Teng
PolyU President

PolyU has been keeping pace with societal developments through 
its advances in education and innovation. Its graduates have become 

leaders and pioneers in different sectors of society, contributing 
to the social, cultural and economic development of 
Hong Kong. The University has also helped Hong Kong 
fulfil its role as an international I&T hub, reshaping the 
world with knowledge.

The unveiling of the Main Entrance marks the 
beginning of another stage of development and 
a new chapter for PolyU.

PolyU will continue to strive for excellence and march forward, helping 
Hong Kong to become an international innovation and technology 
hub, and make new contributions to the scientific and 
technological advancement of the Nation.
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The Unveiling Ceremony was officiated by Guest-of-Honour Mr John K.C. Lee, Chief Executive of the HKSAR and Chancellor of 
PolyU (third from left); Mr Eric Chan, Chief Secretary for Administration of the HKSAR (second from right); Dr Lam Tai-fai, PolyU 
Council Chairman (third from right); Prof. Jin-Guang Teng, PolyU President (second from left); Prof. Wong Wing-tak, PolyU 
Deputy President and Provost (right); and Dr Miranda Lou, PolyU Executive Vice-President (left).
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The main entrance provides a warm welcome 
to the University’s stakeholders and visitors, 
reflecting PolyU’s proud heritage, and creating 
lasting memories for university members. The 
design of the iconic main entrance blends our 
signature red brick architectural style with 
classical colonnade features. More than just a 
new landmark, the main entrance manifests 
PolyU’s continuous pursuit of excellence, 
taking its world-class education and research 
to a new era.



Our team developed a new 
strategy that completely 
breaks the Leidenfrost 
effect even over 1,200°C, 
and this breakthrough 
opens up many promising 
applications.

With a distinguished track record of research 
achievements, Professor Wang Zuankai was 
appointed Associate Vice President (Research and 
Innovation) of PolyU in November 2022. He is also a 
Chair Professor of Nature-inspired Engineering in 
the Department of Mechanical Engineering.

Professor Wang is a founding member of the 
Hong Kong Young Academy of Sciences, an RGC 
Senior Research Fellow (2022), and a Highly Cited 
Researcher as recognised by Clarivate (2022). He 
is among the recipients of the inaugural BOCHK 
Science and Technology Innovation Prize. His 
research in advanced manufacturing has addressed 
a number of scientific problems that remained 
unsolved for centuries. 

What attracted you to join PolyU? 
As a scientist, it is always exciting 
to pursue new challenges. Over 
the past decade, I have mainly 
focused on basic research. Moving 
one step forward to bridge the gap 
between fundamental research 
and practical applications, a 
domain in which PolyU excels, 
greatly appealed to me. Secondly, 
PolyU and my alma mater, the 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 
share common features - both 
carry the name “Polytechnic” and 
feature red-brick architecture. 

A conversation with Associate Vice President 
(Research and Innovation) Professor Wang Zuankai

Why did you want to be a scientist, and what is the 
key to successful research? 
I consider scientists as the embodiment of wisdom 
and have been subconsciously obsessed with science 
since childhood. However, in graduate school, I was 
at a loss regarding how to conduct good research, 
and even had the wrong perception that sophisticated 
equipment was indispensable to top-notch research. 
Suffering from various setbacks, I realised that 
rudimentary equipment was not a barrier to making 
beautiful scientific discoveries. Pursuing successful 
research requires passion, vision, action and 
perseverance. 

Your work has been recognised by the Guinness 
Book of World Records. Can you tell us more?  
In 2009, I came to Hong Kong to commence 
independent research with a limited startup fund 
and working in a 9-square-metre lab. Relying on 
finite resources, my team created the 
world's most water-repellent surface, 
inspired by the lotus leaf but also 
surpassing it. Classical studies 
tell us that droplets impacting a 
lotus leaf surface would spread, 
recoil, and bounce up. The contact 
time associated with this process is 
subject to a physical limit, just like the 
existence of a time limit (~9.5 seconds) for 
a human 100-metre race, which is difficult to break. 
Despite extensive efforts, breaking this contact time 
limit of impacting droplets remained a challenge. 
After over two years of persistence, we developed 
a new material that allows droplets to bounce up 
directly without recoiling, achieving ~80% reduction 
in contact time between a liquid drop and a solid 
surface. Owing to its significance in liquid repellency, 
the shortest contact time of droplets was recognised 
by Guinness World Records.

What are the applications of this technology? 
This breakthrough not only changes deep-rooted 
scientific knowledge established 100 years ago, but 
also spurs many potential applications such as the 
water-energy nexus, antifouling, drag reduction, and 
anti-icing.

One follow-up project was the development of a 
droplet-based electricity generator that lightens up 
to 100 LEDs instantaneously based on one impacting 
droplet, published in Nature in 2020. My team also 
demonstrated that one impacting droplet could 
instantaneously illuminate a 20-watt light bulb. 

Can you discuss your research which led to you 
being awarded the Croucher Senior Research 
Fellowship (2023)?  
I am honoured to receive this prestigious award for 
solving the classical Leidenfrost effect, first observed 
in 1756. This physical effect widely manifests in 
our daily life, as evidenced by the dancing of water 
droplets on a hot pan due to the formation of an 
insulating vapour layer. Despite its visual appeal, 
this physical effect is an enemy of efficient boiling 
heat transfer. After around four years of hard work, 
our team developed a new strategy that completely 
breaks the Leidenfrost effect even over 1,200°C. This 
breakthrough opens up many promising applications, 
especially in the highly efficient cooling of electronic 
devices, data centres, and nuclear power plants. 

How do you get inspiration for your research? 
 On the one hand, I always look at my research from a 

historical perspective, trying to understand the 
physical nature and discover truth based 

on previous discoveries. On the other 
hand, I am keen on searching for 
inspirations from nature. Combining 
the physical understanding and 

inspirations from nature enables me 
to develop new materials, devices, and 

systems to solve global challenges.

What is your advice for young people who aspire to 
be successful researchers? 
Be passionate, proactive, and persistent. The journey 
to successful research might be full of failures, 
but failure also provides constructive feedback 
to re-transform ourselves. Meanwhile, do not 
underestimate the value of small things. Sometimes, 
a small idea, a small experiment, or a small attempt 
can be a turning point in our lives.

Do you have a motto that you live by?
I like the lyric “There can be miracles when you 
believe” in a song entitled “When You Believe”. This 
song gave me strength and rekindled my hope during 
difficult times. I also use this motto to inspire my 
students when they encounter difficulties. 

How do you spend your free time?
Work and life are intertwined in my world, and it is 
difficult to draw a clear line. During my free time, I 
like hiking with my students. I also write short essays 
to build a balance between vigorous thinking and 
undisciplined literary imagination.

BREAKING NEW 
GROUND with nature-inspired 

innovations
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More than 500 students receive entry scholarshipsTwo prestigious UGC Teaching Awards granted to PolyU educators

PolyU and HKSI join hands to help elite athletes thrive

PolyU puts great emphasis on the whole-person 
development of students, starting as early as when 
students are enrolling in the University. Students 
with diverse talents are recognised with various 
initiatives such as entry scholarships and non-
academic talents admission schemes.
 
In the 2022/23 academic year, more than 500 
students from nine faculties and schools were 
awarded entry scholarships, in recognition of their 

Dr Tulio Maximo – empathy at the core of teaching
After being diagnosed with attention-deficit/
hyperactivity disorder as a child, Dr Maximo was 
inspired by his own learning experience to put 
empathy at the core of his teaching strategy. 
He strives to create a people-centred learning 
environment in which students feel comfortable and 
supported to develop, practise and demonstrate 
their design and thinking abilities. “I believe 
empathy is key to forging the creative leaders of 
tomorrow and instilling the goal of a more equal and 
diverse society,” Dr Maximo said.

He created the ‘Design Meets Disabilities’ subject, 
which focuses on integrating inclusive design 
concepts into the design programme curriculum, 
and guides students to design user-friendly 
products with an empathic approach. Read page 61 
for an interview with Dr Maximo.

To strengthen support for athletes, PolyU and the Hong 
Kong Sports Institute (HKSI) started to co-organise the 
Elite Athletes Study Programme in 2017. In November 
2022, the two institutions signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) to enhance the joint programme 
on the admission and flexible learning arrangements, to 
help elite athletes foster dual career pathways in sports 
and academic study.

HKSI will nominate qualified elite athletes to study 
full-time undergraduate programmes at PolyU. 
Nominations will be made twice per year, and the 
number of nominations will increase from previously 
20 to 30 per academic year. These student-athletes 
at PolyU will be given great flexibility in their studies 
such as extending the study period, and will receive 
individual mentorship services in academic studies, 
campus life and other areas. PolyU will also offer a 
scholarship to all eligible student-athletes.

 STARS 
• 94 students admitted – 17 of them won the STARS 

Scholarship, each receiving up to HK$100,000 per year
• The first cohort of PolyU’s STARS students are: 

▸ outstanding in major international competitions
▸ exceptionally relating to innovation and technology
▸ active in volunteer activities

The MoU was signed by Prof. Jin-Guang Teng, President of 
PolyU (front row, left) and Dr Trisha Leahy, Chief Executive of 
HKSI (front row, right). Mr Eric Chan Kwok-ki, Chief Secretary 
for Administration (back row, centre); Miss Alice Mak Mei-kuen, 
Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs (back row, left); and  
Dr Lam Tai-fai, Council Chairman of PolyU and Chairman of 
HKSI (back row, right) witnessed the signing.

From left: Prof. Kwok-yin Wong, PolyU’s Vice President (Education); Dr Lawrence Li, Deputy Council Chairman; Dr Grace Lim,  
Dr Julia Chen, Dr Tulio Maximo, Prof. Jin-Guang Teng, President; and Prof. Wing-tak Wong, Deputy President and Provost

outstanding performance in academic and non-
academic pursuits. Scholarships were offered to 
outstanding local and overseas students alike. 

Meanwhile, more than 100 students with special 
talents have been admitted through two newly 
launched schemes, namely the Special Talents 
Admission and Recognition Scheme (STARS) 
and the Student-Athlete Learning Support and 
Admission Scheme (SALSA).

SALSA
• 11 student-athletes admitted
• Among them is epee fencer Kim Kwan Yee-man, who 

won the bronze medal in the Women’s Epee Team at 
the U23 Asian Fencing Championships

students to access discipline-specific, customised 
learning materials in real-time, while they 
complete their capstone projects. Scan the 
QR code to learn more about Capstone Ninja:

PolyU’s teaching excellence was recognised when PolyU academics won two out of three categories at the 
UGC Teaching Award for 2022 from the University Grants Committee (UGC). Dr Tulio Maximo, Assistant 
Professor at the School of Design, took the award in the Early Career Faculty Members category, while a 
cross-university team led by Dr Julia Chen, Director of PolyU’s Educational Development Centre, received 
the Award in the Collaborative Teams category.

Dr Julia Chen – leading a collaborative team to 
tailor discipline-specific English support for 
students 
Spearheaded by PolyU, the English Across the 
Curriculum (EAC) team, led by Dr Julia Chen, 
includes experienced educators from City University 
of Hong Kong, Hong Kong Baptist University and The 
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology. 
Dr Grace Lim, Teaching Fellow at PolyU's English 
Language Centre, is also one of the awardees. 

The team’s EAC initiative complements standalone 
English courses by offering students from different 
disciplines timely and tailored English literacy support 
through innovative pedagogies and technologies. 

Dr Julia Chen said: “Our team shares a deep 
conviction that language is best learnt when students 
see the relevance and actively look for multiple 
channels to increase their exposure to the linguistic 
skills they need.” To date, the team’s work has 
benefitted more than 30 departments, 60 courses, 
100 teachers and 10,000 students.

One of the Team’s innovations is Capstone Ninja – 
an interactive mobile app enabling undergraduate 

Attending the PolyU Entry Scholarship Award 
Ceremony were: Prof. Kwok-yin Wong, Vice 
President (Education) (third from right); Prof. 
Ben Young, Vice President (Student and Global 
Affairs) (fourth from right); Prof. Geoffrey Shen, 
Associate Vice President of Global Partnerships 
(fourth from left); Prof. Albert Chan, Dean of 
Students (left); and members of faculties and 
departments.
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PolyU enhances curriculum 
and flexible admission plans to

Restructured schemes
• Bachelor of Arts (Honours)/Bachelor of Science 

(Honours) Scheme in Language Sciences, 
Translation, and Speech Therapy

 The Faculty of Humanities has restructured the 
Linguistics programmes into a new scheme to 
cultivate the next generation of linguistic talents. 
New elements, such as Language Analytics and 
Speech Therapy, will be offered to better equip 
students to meet societal needs. 

• Bachelor of Arts (Honours) Scheme in Fashion 
 Formerly known as the Institute of Textiles and 

Clothing, the School of Fashion and Textiles 
officially became an independent school in 
September 2022. Its scheme and awards have 
also been modified. There are five programmes 
under the Bachelor of Arts (Honours) Scheme 
in Fashion, namely Fashion Design, Knitwear 
Design, Contour Fashion and Activewear, 
Fashion Business, and Fashion Innovation and 
Technology.

Newly introduced schemes/awards
• Bachelor of Arts (Honours) Scheme in Chinese 

History and Culture
 Launched by the Faculty of Humanities, this new 

scheme aims to deepen students’ understanding 
of Chinese culture, covering areas such as 
history, philosophy, religion, the arts and 
technology. 

• Bachelor of Business Administration (Honours) 
in Digital Finance and Investment 

 This new award launched by the School of 
Accounting and Finance is one of three awards 
under the Bachelor of Business Administration 
(Honours) Scheme in Accounting and Finance. 
It focuses on the application of professional 
finance and investment knowledge, offering 
hands-on experience of innovative financial 
technologies, to address the challenges faced by 
finance professionals today.

New elements broaden learning
Alongside changes to individual schemes, two 
new elements, namely Artificial Intelligence 
and Data Analysis (AIDA), and Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship (IE) have been introduced as 
mandatory components of the General University 
Requirements from the 2022/23 academic year 
onwards. Students have welcomed the change, 
pointing out that the enhanced curriculum helps to 
broaden their perspectives, enrich their academic 
knowledge and improve their competitiveness. 

More flexible admission arrangements
In 2023/24, the University will continue to take 
a flexible approach towards the minimum score 
requirement for JUPAS admissions. Students 
who fall slightly short of the general entrance 
requirements for degree programmes but 
meet certain conditions, will be given special 
consideration for admission.

The Special Talents Admission and Recognition 
Scheme (STARS) offers alternative admission 
routes for students who have demonstrated 
remarkable talents in sports, arts and culture, 
leadership and community service, and STEM.

In addition, in 2023/24, all 32 schemes in the 
University will join the School Nominations Direct 
Admission Scheme (SNDAS), launched by the 
Education Bureau, to provide more opportunities 
for students to receive quality tertiary education.

P
olyU moves with the times and enhances 
its curriculum to meet societal needs. 
It has launched a new departmental 
scheme-based admissions arrangement 
and new study elements in the current 

academic year, and will further optimise some of 
its programmes, as well as implement a variety of 
flexible admission arrangements for the 2023/24 
academic year. These will enrich students’ learning 
experience, and prepare them to become ‘leaders of 
tomorrow’, with a global vision and a strong sense 
of social responsibility.

Departmental scheme-based admissions 
arrangement
Under PolyU’s departmental scheme-based 
admissions arrangement, students will select a 
scheme from a department when they apply to 
PolyU, and undertake the common courses of the 
department in year one. They will then select a 
major at the end of their first academic year of study. 
The arrangement offers students more flexibility, 
enabling them to develop diverse capabilities 
to meet future societal needs. PolyU currently 
offers 32 schemes, including the following newly 
introduced and restructured schemes:

CULTIVATE 
DIVERSE TALENTS
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The system enhanced the mobility of  
88% PD patients

Novel Intelligent Wearable System improves 

M
ore than ten million people worldwide are living with Parkinson’s disease (PD), the second-
most common neurodegenerative disease in the world. In many cases, the patient’s mobility 
is affected as the disease progresses. To help alleviate the issue, a team of cross-disciplinary 
PolyU academics have developed a novel Intelligent Wearable System, integrating devices 
which can detect abnormal gait in real-time and provide the wearer with a sensory cue to correct 

it. Through clinical trials, it has proven to be a convenient tool for enhancing the mobility of PD patients. 

MOBILITY FOR PARKINSON’S 
DISEASE PATIENTS

Falls follow freezing of gait 
Most of the symptoms of PD are related to movement, 
with the prevalence of falls high among patients in 
the moderate stage of PD. These falls are largely 
caused by a sudden, transient inability to walk, known 
as freezing of gait (FoG), which leads to slow and 
reduced movement in patients, triggering difficulties 
with initiating a step or increasing the variability of 
continuous steps.

Step 1: Patient wears devices
The System comprises four devices worn by the PD patient 
to detect abnormal gait:
1  a pair of smart insoles
2  a smartphone with a specially designed application
3  a pair of earphones
4  a  laser light

Step 2: Smart insoles receive data when the patient 
walks
The insoles include Pressure-Sensing Units, a 
microcontroller unit and Bluetooth technology. When 
the PD patient walks, the sensing units pick up the 
pressure signals to monitor any walking abnormality.

Step 3: Smart insoles send data to smartphone 
application
The smart insole collects the data and processes it, 
before sending it to the smartphone application using 
Bluetooth technology.

Step 4: Smartphone application triggers cueing 
devices
The smartphone application monitors the patient’s gait. 
When FoG is detected, it sends a wireless signal to the 
cueing devices.

Step 5: Earphones and laser light provide cues to help 
walking 
Auditory and visual cues, controlled by the smartphone 
application, are provided to the PD patient to select either 
one option at a time. For the auditory cue, the patient 
chooses a rhythmic tone from the app, with the tone 
played into the earphones. For the visual cue, a laser light 
generator projects a line, with an adjustable angle and 
distance, on the ground in front of the patient.

A two-phase clinical trial was conducted to 
evaluate the effectiveness of the system.

First phase of clinical trial
• Aim: to collect data, develop and train the 

algorithm for the detection of FoG
• Participants: 29 PD patients
• Method: 35 trials
• Result: The smart insoles can detect gait 

well with high accuracy of up to 95% and an 
algorithm developed from the data collected 
from smart insoles can achieve a high accuracy 
of over 97% for off-line detection of FoG.

Second phase of clinical trial
• Aim: to evaluate the performance of the whole 

system comprehensively
• Participants: 16 PD patients
• Method: survey
• Result: The system can automatically detect 

FoG occurrence with an accuracy of around 94% 
and provide sensory cueing with a short average 
delay of 0.37 seconds from the onset of FoG to 
the provision of cueing operation.

The trial found that among PD patients 
• 88% confirmed that the wearable system could 

effectively enhance their walking
• 81% regarded the system as comfortable to use
• 70% overcame FoG

User feedback from the clinical trial suggests that 
the Intelligent Wearable System is an effective 
and convenient tool for enhancing the mobility of 
people with PD.

Combined detection and cueing in one system
To help PD patients initiate their first steps as 
soon as they encounter FoG, PolyU formed an 
interdisciplinary research team, led by Professor 
Tao Xiaoming, Director of the Research Institute 
for Intelligent Wearable Systems (RI-IWEAR) and 
Chair Professor of Textile Technology; and Professor 
Margaret Mak, Shun Hing Education and Charity Fund 
Professor in Rehabilitation Sciences and Associate 
Dean of the Faculty of Health and Social Sciences. 
Their clinical study was supported enthusiastically by 
the Hong Kong Parkinson’s Disease Association.

With Professor Mak providing PD-specific knowledge 
and arranging clinical trials, Professor Tao built 
a system tackling the real-life mobility problems 
PD patients are facing. The team then developed 
the first-ever integrated solution – the Intelligent 
Wearable System – which combines the functions 
of detecting abnormal gait and providing signals in 
a single system, and is also more convenient to use 
than other prevailing therapies.

The Intelligent Wearable System is powered by 
a novel type of pressure-sensing technology. It 
substantially reduces the amount of data that needs to 
be transferred and processed, enabling the gait of PD 
patients to be continuously monitored, and the onset of 
FoG to be detected automatically and accurately. When 
FoG is detected, the system provides timely visual and 
auditory cues to help restore normal movement. 

Prof. Tao Xiaoming

Prof. Margaret Mak

How the Intelligent Wearable  
System works

4
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Mothers should increase their fruit and vegetable  
intake to boost breast milk nutrients

Edible bird’s nest discovery 
lays the foundation for further studies in skin health

Breast milk is the source of essential nutrients for 
babies and plays a vital role in their healthy growth 
and development, but a study conducted by PolyU’s 
Research Institute for Future Food (RiFood) found that 
the majority of lactating women in Hong Kong were not 
eating the recommended level of fruit and vegetables, 
reducing the nutritional value of their breast milk, and 
potentially affecting the growth of their child.

Edible bird's nests (EBNs) have been consumed as 
a delicacy and traditional health tonic for centuries, 
with the nests believed to have antioxidant, anti-
inflammatory, and anti-ageing properties, among other 
benefits. Much research has been conducted into the 
efficacies associated with the consumption of EBNs. 
However, the active ingredients in EBN responsible for 
these benefits remain largely unknown. 

A research team from the PolyU Academy for 
Interdisciplinary Research recently constructed 
the first genome of EBN-producing swiftlets, 
establishing an important foundation for subsequent 
studies on the efficacies of EBNs.

First-ever EBN-producing swiftlets' genome 
developed
EBN are saliva-cemented nests built by only a  
few swiftlet species found in Southeast Asia.  
Dr Kong Hang-kin, Research Assistant Professor of 
the Department of Food Science and Nutrition;  
Dr Wong Ka-hing, Director of the Research Institute 
for Future Food; and their research team collected 
live specimens from swiftlet houses in Indonesia, 
and then extracted, sequenced and assembled the 
genomic DNA to produce the first genome of the 
EBN-producing swiftlets.

Protein domains related to epidermal growth 
identified
The PolyU researchers compared the genes of the 
swiftlets with ten other avian species, including 
chickens, turkeys and mallards. They found that the 
swiftlets have multiple copies of a gene that encodes 

Only 4% of lactating women met recommend  
fruit and vegetable intake level
Professor Wong Man-sau, Steering Committee 
Member of RiFood, Director of the Research Centre 
for Chinese Medicine Innovation and Professor of the 
Department of Food Science and Nutrition, conducted 
a study analysing the three-day dietary records and 
breast milk samples of around 90 lactating women in 
Hong Kong. It found that only 4% of the mothers were 
eating the level of fruit and vegetables recommended 
by the Department of Health, namely at least two 
servings of fruit and three servings of vegetables per 
day, or the recommended intake of vitamin A of the 
Chinese Dietary Reference Intake suggested by the 
Chinese Nutrition Society.

Dietary intake directly affects breast milk quality
Professor Wong and her research team found a 
significant correlation between lactating women’s 
intake of fruit and vegetables and the nutritional level 
of their breast milk, particularly its carotenoid and 
polyphenol content. The more fruit and vegetables 
they consumed, the higher the levels of both 
carotenoids and polyphenols in their breast milk. 

Carotenoids can be converted into vitamin A, 
which promotes the development of infants’ 
brains, vision and immune systems, as well as 
protecting the retina from damage by strong 
light. Polyphenol is a powerful antioxidant and 
anti-inflammatory compound, which can prevent 
cardiometabolic diseases and reduces the risk  
of bacterial infection. 

Professor Wong said: “Lacking one or more 
nutrients may weaken the immune system of 
infants, and also increase their risk of getting 
chronic diseases in the future.”

Consuming more dark green vegetables  
enhances nutrients
The research team found that lactating women can 
enhance the levels of carotenoids and polyphenols 
in their breast milk by eating more fruit and 
vegetable, particularly dark green vegetables, such 
as Chinese flowering cabbage, spinach, Chinese 
kale, Indian lettuce, as well as sweet potatoes, 
carrots, pumpkins, papayas, and mangoes.

The research team has launched a further one-year 
study into the topic.

(From left) Prof. Wong Man-sau and her research team 
members from PolyU’s Department of Food Science and 
Nutrition: Dr Kenneth Lo, Assistant Professor; Dr Daisy Zhao, 
Assistant Professor; and Dr Christine Li, Teaching Fellow. 

for a protein known as ‘coiled coil domain containing 
protein 63’ (CCDC63) while most of the other avian 
species only have a single copy of CCDC63 gene. 
The CCDC63 gene is an important protein to many 
different cell types. Researchers suspected that 
having multiple copies of this gene may affect the 
functions in these cell types.

With the genome, researchers identified a total of 398 
proteins in EBNs, including some that are unique to 
EBN-producing swiftlets. The analysis also revealed 
that EBN contained various extracellular proteins and 
other proteins related to various biological functions, 
such as immune functions. The research team 
will conduct further studies to investigate growth 
promoting effects of the epidermal growth factor-like 
domains on human skin. 

The PolyU study has not only revealed the species-
specific genotype of EBN-producing swiftlets, but 
also the proteome of EBNs, which provides a genomic 
data base to support proteomic analysis of EBNs in 
the future.

This research paper was published in 
Food Research International in October 
2022. Scan and read the full paper: 

Study highlights importance of choosing extraction 
methods
The study also discovered that extraction methods have 
significant impacts on the biological activities of the extracts 
from EBNs. Therefore, attention should be paid to using suitable 
extraction methods to preserve the biological activities of 
extracts from EBNs for subsequent functional tests.
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A 
PolyU-led research team has 
spent nearly a decade compiling 
a comprehensive map of the 
world’s airborne microbes to 
understand the community structure 

and biogeographic distribution patterns of the 
microorganism.

Professor Li Xiangdong, Dean of Faculty of 
Construction and Environment, Director of 
the Research Institute for Sustainable Urban 
Development, and Chair Professor of Environmental 
Science and Technology, and his research team 
collaborated with researchers in the Mainland and US 
to analyse the bacterial communities of 370 individual 

The impact of human activity on airborne bacterial 
communities
The study uncovered some interesting findings about 
airborne bacterial communities. Firstly, genetic 
analysis by the team showed that although air is a 
free-flowing medium without internal boundaries, 
the core bacterial communities were distinctly 
localised and stable, unlike those in marine or soil 
environments.

Secondly, in terms of geographical distribution, the 
diversity of microbes increases as you move away 
from the equator, peaking at the middle latitudes, 
before falling away again. While this pattern was 
already well-established for terrestrial and aquatic 
microorganisms, the study showed it was the same 
for airborne ones.

Thirdly, the researchers also found that human 
activities have changed the structure of microbiomes 
in ambient air. This change was likely the result of 
activities such as industrialisation disrupts natural 
environments and impacts air quality, weakening the 
environment’s ‘filter’ effect on microbial structures.

Professor Li said: “Having experienced the pandemic 
for three years, people now pay more attention to this 
invisible but influential microbial community.” 

The study provides fresh insights and a theoretical basis 
for predicting dynamic variations in airborne bacteria 
in relationship to environmental changes, air 
pollution, and other human activities at regional 
or global levels. Scan and read the full paper:

PolyU researchers compile 

the WORLD’S FIRST ‘ATLAS’ 
OF AIRBORNE MICROBES

air samples. These samples were collected from 63 
sites around the world to achieve diverse coverage 
in terms of altitudes and geographic regions. The 
research team combined their analysis with the most 
accurate global data collected in past studies to draw 
up a comprehensive atlas of global airborne bacteria.

Air pollution is widely regarded as one of the most significant 
health risks and causes of premature death worldwide. Among 
air pollutants, fine particulate matter (PM2.5) is associated with 
increased risks of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and 
ischemic heart disease. Professor Li Xiangdong received funding 
support from the Research Grants Council (RGC) in 2022, to lead 
research that identifies the toxic components of PM2.5 and the 
emission sources that contribute to its acute toxicity.  

Air pollutant research awarded funding under 
the Theme-based Research Scheme

PolyU’s research team, led by Prof. Li Xiangdong (left), worked with researchers in the Mainland and US to analyse the bacterial 
communities of 370 individual air particulate samples collected from 63 sites around the world.

Locations across the globe from which 
air samples and environmental data 
were collected.

Prof. Li Xiangdong and his research team

North America:
2 countries
16 sites

South America:
1 country
1 site

Africa:
1 country
1 site

India Ocean:
1 site

The Southern Ocean:
19 sites

Asia:
7 countries
30 sites

Europe:
4 countries
7 sites

Air samples collected in this study
Air samples incorporated from the 
literature into this study

Major Findings: 

1
Approximately half of the airborne bacteria originate from 
surrounding environments and are mainly influenced by 
local meteorological and air quality conditions

2
Significant anthropogenic impacts on airborne bacteria 
communities

3
In urban areas, an increasing proportion of airborne 
bacteria consists of potential pathogens from human-
related sources

4
The potential of airborne microbiomes to affect human 
health through inhalation

The completion of the planned 
project may lead to a revision of the 
Air Quality Health Index algorithm 
and the associated health advice, 
as well as adjustments to the Air 
Quality Objectives in Hong Kong.

Helping to advance air pollution policy

Project 
title

Unravelling the Black Box 
between Air Pollution 
and Public Health for 
Transformative Air Quality 
Management

Funding 
HK$44.5 million, RGC Theme-
based Research Scheme 
2022/23

Research 
team

Professor Li Xiangdong, 
leading a multi-disciplinary 
team of researchers from 
PolyU and other universities, 
including some advisors from 
the World Health Organization

Project

To leverage the latest 
advances in environmental 
toxicology and molecular 
epidemiology to identify the 
toxic components of PM2.5 

and their associated sources

Impact

The research will help 
policymakers adopt 
effective, practical and 
cost-effective approaches 
to managing air quality and 
public health in Hong Kong 
and around the world
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I
nnovative inventions from PolyU have contributed positively to the world and are widely 
supported by the government and research funding bodies. In another testament to 
PolyU’s accomplishments and research excellence, scholars at the University have 
been awarded four out of ten grants under the Research Grants Council's (RGC) Senior 
Research Fellow Scheme 2022/23.

RGC SENIOR RESEARCH 
FELLOW SCHEME
recognises four PolyU outstanding scholars

Professor Sun Defeng
Chair Professor of Applied Optimisation and Operations Research and Head, Department of 
Applied Mathematics

Professor Sun was ranked among the world’s top 2% most-cited scientists in an index 
compiled by Stanford University in 2022. He was conferred as an Inaugural Fellow of 
the China Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics and a Fellow of the Society for 
Industrial and Applied Mathematics in 2020.

Professor Wang Zuankai
Associate Vice President (Research and Innovation)
Chair Professor of Nature-Inspired Engineering, Department of Mechanical Engineering
 
Professor Wang made many multidisciplinary research and breakthrough achievements in the 
fields of advanced manufacturing, surface science, fluid mechanism, thermal energy, materials 
science and physics. He is a founding member of the Hong Kong Young Academy of Sciences, a 
Fellow of the International Society of Bionic Engineering and has received many awards including 
the Croucher Senior Research Fellow (2023) and BOCHK Science and Technology Innovation 
Prize (2022), and is recognised as a 2022 Highly Cited Researcher by Clarivate.

Research Project: Nonlinear Conic Programming: Theory, Algorithms and Software

Research Project: Superwettability: From Fundamentals to Applications

Research Project: Printable Organic Solar Cells: Materials and Device Investigations towards Applications

Research Project: Family Polyvictimisation and Social Policy Responses in East Asian Societies

Solving the problem of nonlinear conic programming can advance research in Mathematical 
Optimisation. The success of this project will contribute to a broad range of important applications, 
including sixth-generation wireless communication technology (6G), investment portfolio management, 
financial risk management, supply chain management, production planning and autonomous vehicles.

This project aims to answer a few important scientific and technological questions related with 
superwettability of surfaces under extreme environments. Take for example, under the freezing 
temperature, how to design nature-inspired materials for anti-icing; and under high temperature, 
how to achieve superwetting state on superhot surfaces for efficient heat transfer. Answering 
these questions will fill the gap in the fundamental understanding of superwettability in extreme 
conditions and trigger many new applications such as anti-icing and thermal cooling.

Organic solar cells (OSC) are an emerging photovoltaic technology with distinct advantages in 
many areas. This project will significantly push forward OSC technology in terms of efficiency, 
operation stability, compatibility with unique applications and being printer-friendly, in the hope 
of furthering scientific understanding and developing solutions to challenging issues in the field 
of renewable energy.

FPV refers to the co-occurrence of at least three types of family violence, including intimate partner 
violence, child abuse and elder abuse. This project will be conducted in five East Asian cities, namely 
Hong Kong, Beijing, Tokyo, Seoul and Taipei. With cross-cultural data, the research team will examine 
and compare cultural practices in the different cities, aiming to develop clinical protocols and policies in 
response to FPV. The project will facilitate the development of integrated prevention and multi-disciplinary 
collaboration, and bring significant benefits to families experiencing FPV in East Asian contexts.

Professor Li Gang
Associate Director, Otto Poon Charitable Foundation Research Institute for Smart Energy
Sir Sze-yuen Chung Endowed Professor in Renewable Energy, Department of Electronic and 
Information Engineering
 
Pioneering the field of organic polymer photovoltaic (OPV) technology, Professor Li has made 
significant contributions to device physics, device architecture, materials development, and 
printing technology. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry in the UK; a Fellow of 
SPIE, the international society for optics and photonics; as well as a Fellow of the professional 
optics and photonics society Optica.

Professor Edward Chan Ko-ling 
Professor, Department of Applied Social Sciences

Professor Chan is committed to preventing family violence through the development of 
high-impact and socially relevant research. He is an internationally leading scholar in family 
violence studies with groundbreaking research on child and family poly-victimisation (FPV).

RGC Senior Research Fellow Scheme
The scheme aims to provide sustained support and relief from teaching and administrative duties to exceptionally 
outstanding researchers (full professors) at UGC-funded universities in Hong Kong, with a view to facilitating their 
dedication to research and development and helping universities attract and retain research talent. 

In each round of the yearly exercise, each awardee will be conferred the title “RGC Senior Research Fellow” and the 
supporting university will receive a fellowship grant at around HK$7.8 million per award over a period of 60 months.

Research and Innovation
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PolyU and Wuxi city government to drive innovation and  
technology development in the Yangtze River Delta 

19 postdoc fellows admitted to PolyU under Hong Kong Scholars 
Program 2022 – the most among local universities

PolyU and China Southern Power Grid to establish the Joint Institute 
for Green and Secure Power Grid

PolyU and the city government of Wuxi, Jiangsu 
province, have signed an agreement to create the 
PolyU-Wuxi Technology and Innovation Research 
Institute.  Under the move, PolyU will be the first Hong 
Kong tertiary institution to participate in the Yangtze 
River Delta’s innovation and technology (I&T) drive.

The new institute, which will be set up in phases in 

The programme is jointly run by the Society of Hong 
Kong Scholars and the China National Postdoctoral 
Council under the Ministry of Human Resources and 
Social Security. It aims to pool the talent and research 
resources of Hong Kong and the Mainland to nurture 
outstanding postdoctoral fellows, particularly in 
experimental science and engineering disciplines.

Nineteen academics from PolyU will serve as 
supervisors to nurture the chosen fellows for two 
years, as they carry out high-level research work. 

PolyU and China Southern Power Grid Company 
Limited (CSG) have joined forces to establish the 
Joint Institute for Green and Secure Power Grid. It will 
take forward the development of the country's new 
power systems initiative. The Institute will help to 
meet the growing demand for clean energy in China, 
which is crucial to help it reach its goals to peak carbon 
emissions and attain carbon neutrality. 

CSG will provide RMB30 million in the next five 
years to fund a series of fundamental and forward-
looking research projects which will be conducted 
by PolyU. An interdisciplinary research team from 
PolyU will work with experts from CSG on creating 
digital twin technology for power equipment and 
the digitalisation of electric power distribution 
to facilitate the transformation and upgrading of 
China’s power grid. The Joint Institute will also 
participate in major provincial and national projects 
to contribute to national energy security, and 
cultivate a team of interdisciplinary experts to assist 
in the building of new national power systems.

(From left) Mr Peng Wenjun Bryan, Head of Innovation and 
Technology (Greater Bay Area) at Invest Hong Kong; Prof. Jin-
Guang Teng, President of PolyU; Mr Xu Kai, Deputy Director-
General of the Department of Educational, Scientific and 
Technological Affairs of the Liaison Office of the Central 
People’s Government in the HKSAR; Prof. Christopher Chao, 
Vice President (Research and Innovation) of PolyU, joined 
by (from left, on screen) Mr Zhang Wenfeng, Deputy General 
Manager of CSG; Mr Wang Hongzhi, General Manager of CSG; 
Mr Liang Qinru, Deputy Director-General of the Department of 
Science and Technology of Guangdong Province; and Mr Li Rui, 
General Manager of the Innovation Management Department 
of CSG, through video conferencing to unveil the Joint Institute 
for Green and Secure Power Grid.

Prof. Christopher Chao, PolyU’s Vice President (Research and Innovation); and Mr Zhang Jinwei, head of Xinwu district, Wuxi; 
signed the agreement to establish the Institute. Witnessing the signing were Dr Lam Tai-fai, PolyU’s Council Chairman; 
Prof. Jin-Guang Teng, PolyU’s President;  and Mr Du Xiaogang, Wuxi’s Party Secretary; Mr Zhao Jianjun, Deputy Party Secretary 
and Mayor of Wuxi; as well as leaders of the Wuxi government (in a video conference) and senior members of the University.

the Wuxi Airport Economic Development Zone, 
will provide a world-class research platform for 
cutting-edge technologies. It will also nurture I&T 
talent through offering an engineering doctorate 
programme specially designed by PolyU, and foster 
emerging industries by setting up an innovation hub 
for translational research and start-up incubation, 
backed by the city’s robust local manufacturing sector. 

Faculty of Business

Department of Logistics and 
Maritime Studies Professor Ye Hengqing Management science application to healthcare service

Faculty of Construction and Environment

Department of Building 
Environment and Energy 
Engineering

Professor Xiao Fu Development of Smart Building Management Technologies 
Towards Carbon Neutrality

Ir Professor Yang Hongxing Development of hybrid renewable energy systems with energy 
storage in buildings towards carbon neutrality

Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering Dr Leng Zhen Critical Solutions to High-Performance Recycling of Various 

Reclaimed Asphalt Pavement Mixtures Containing Modifiers

Professor Dan Tsang Chiu-wah Food waste upcycling into value-added products

Professor Wang Tao Field and laboratory investigations of reactive bromine gases and 
their impact on winter air quality

Professor Yu Tao Innovative hybrid structures incorporating fibre-reinforced polymer 
(FRP) composites

Department of Land Surveying 
and Geo-Informatics Professor George Liu Zhizhao

Understand the Water Vapor Characteristics during Typhoon using 
Beidou and GPS Satellite Observation Techniques in Support of 
Weather Forecasting (pending confirmation)

Faculty of Engineering

Department of Electrical 
Engineering Professor Derek Or Siu-Wing Advanced Functional and Smart Materials for Emerging Sensing, 

Absorption, Catalytic, and Energy Applications

Professor Xu Zhao Control and analysis of future power systems under dual carbon 
transformation

Department of Mechanical 
Engineering Dr An Liang Electrochemical energy systems

Professor Cheng Li Acoustic/structural wave manipulation and control for vibration/
noise abatement and structural health monitoring Applications

Dr Choy Yat-sze Aircraft engine noise control using thin and smart material

Dr Tang Hui Machine Learning for Fluid Mechanics

Faculty of Health and Social Science

Department of Health 
Technology and Informatics Professor Cai Jing Cancer Radiotherapy Big Data Multi-omics Analysis

Faculty of Science

Department of Applied 
Mathematics Professor Qiao Zhonghua High order numerical methods for solving gradient flow problems

Department of Applied Physics Professor Chai Yang Two-dimensional materials for nanoelectronics applications

Professor Dai Jiyan Advanced energy storage thin film materials

Professor Yan Feng High-performance optoelectronic devices based on novel 
perovskite materials

The PolyU academics listed below will be supervisors of the respective projects for  
the Hong Kong Scholars Program 2022:

Fifty outstanding postdoctoral fellows have been 
selected from leading universities in Mainland 
China as part of the Hong Kong Scholars Program 
2022. PolyU has admitted 19 of these scholars, the 
largest number among all Hong Kong universities 
that participate in the programme. It marks the 
12th consecutive year in which PolyU has recruited 
the most fellows since the initiative was first 
launched in 2011.
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Joint research centre to propel China’s aerospace  
propulsion technology to be established
PolyU is the only university in Hong Kong 
that has participated in the Nation’s space 
exploration missions. To contribute further to the 
development of China’s aerospace technology, 
the University has joined hands with the Academy 
of Aerospace Propulsion Technology (AAPT), the 
only research centre in China focusing on aerospace 
propulsion technology, to establish the Joint 
Research Centre of Advanced Aerospace 
Propulsion Technology. 

Led by PolyU’s Department of Aeronautical 
and Aviation Engineering (AAE), the five-year 
cooperation plan seeks to establish a highly 
competitive scientific research and technical 
cooperation team in the field of advanced 
aerospace propulsion technology through a 
long-term and in-depth strategic partnership. 

Multifaceted collaboration
Advanced aerospace propulsion 
technology is a future-oriented field 
with broad application prospects. The 
collaborative effort involves a number 
of joint research and development 
projects. Adhering to the global future 
development direction of technology, 
the projects will focus on the research 
and development of key technologies, 
and enhance the engineering research 
and production capabilities in the 
field. The collaboration will also 
facilitate academic exchange and 

resource sharing, support scholars in conducting 
various academic seminars, and nurture high-
tech talents. 

PolyU and AAPT also held a signing ceremony for 
the cooperation agreement. Professor Christopher 
Chao, Vice President (Research and Innovation) of 

PolyU, and Mr Li Bin, Associate Dean of AAPT, signed 
the agreement, in the presence of Professor 

Jin-Guang Teng, President of PolyU, and Mr Wang 
Wanjun, Dean of AAPT.

Addressing the ceremony, Professor Teng said, 
“AAPT is the R&D centre of liquid propellant 
rocket engines in China. This new collaboration 
will further support the development and 
modernisation of the Nation’s civil aerospace 
industry, manned spaceflight and space 
exploration. PolyU is honoured to continue its 

ongoing contribution to the development of 
the Nation’s aerospace science and 

technology.”

Mr Wang said, “PolyU AAE has a strong 
foundation and world-leading position in 
research, as well as design experience in 
aerospace and aeronautical propulsion 
technology. With PolyU’s rich supply of 
professional equipment and talents, the 
Joint Research Centre for Advanced 

Aerospace Propulsion Technology can 
become an influential platform for 
knowledge exchange.”

Attending the virtual ceremony 
from PolyU included President 
Prof. Jin-Guang Teng (fourth 
from left), Deputy President and  
Provost Prof. Wing-tak 
Wong (fourth from right), 
Vice President (Research and 
Innovation) Prof. Christopher Chao 
(third from left) and Head of 
Department of Aeronautical 
and Aviation Engineering  
Prof. Wen Chih-yung (left),  
while the Academy of 
Aerospace Propulsion 
Technology was represented 
by Dean Mr Wang Wanjun and 
Associate Dean Mr Li Bin.

Partnering with Chinachem for a sustainable GBA

Joining forces with SenseTime to explore the metaverse

PolyU and Chinachem Group (Chinachem) have 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
to drive innovative solutions for sustainable 
development in the Greater Bay Area (GBA).

Leveraging the combined strengths that PolyU has 
in interdisciplinary research and Chinachem has in 
property and community development, both parties  
will conduct three pilot research projects to explore 
innovative solutions and technology applications to 
promote carbon neutrality, an inclusive society and a 
green economy.

The industry-academia collaboration will see the 

exploring the potential of the metaverse for different 
applications, the Centre was established to conduct 
high-impact fundamental research and develop 
system algorithms and solutions. 

Prof. Jin-Guang Teng, President of PolyU (back row, left), and 
Dr Xu Li, Executive Chairman and CEO of SenseTime (back row, 
right), witnessed the signing of the MoU by Prof. Christopher 
Chao, Vice President (Research and Innovation) of PolyU 
(front row, left), and Mr Shang Hailong, General Manager of 
SenseTime Hong Kong.

Dr Lawrence Li Kwok-chang, Deputy 
Council Chairman of PolyU (third from 
right); Mr Donald Choi, Executive Director 
and CEO of Chinachem Group (third from 
left); Prof. Jin-Guang Teng, President  
of PolyU (second from right); and  
Mr Hung-han Wong, Executive Director and 
COO of Chinachem Group (second from 
left), witnessed the signing of the MoU  
by Prof. Wing-tak Wong, Deputy President 
and Provost of PolyU (right), and  
Mr Ricky Tsang, Deputy CFO of Chinachem 
Group (left). 

two parties develop new technologies and systems 
to reduce carbon emissions and energy consumption 
at a next-generation data centre, explore new types 
of intergenerational housing for future Hong Kong 
community settlements in the GBA, and experiment 
with the use of blockchain technology to promote a 
green economy.

Under the MoU, Chinachem and PolyU will also 
explore further cooperation opportunities in areas 
including support for startups and entrepreneurs; 
the application and commercialisation of new 
technologies; and environmental, social and 
governance strategies and measurement.

PolyU and SenseTime Group Limited (SenseTime) 
have joined forces to research and develop 
metaverse technologies and autonomous 
driving applications. The two parties will explore 
metaverse-related imaging technologies and 
solutions for different applications in education, 
art and tourism, as well as high-performance 
collaborative edge computing to enable 
autonomous driving applications. 

SenseTime is a leading global company advancing 
the interconnection of the physical and digital worlds 
with artificial intelligence (AI). Under the partnership, 
PolyU will harness its interdisciplinary research and 
innovation capabilities to work with SenseTime to 
promote metaverse and AI technologies that benefit 
businesses and society. 

The Colour, Imaging and Metaverse Research 
Centre of PolyU, led by Dr Tommy Wei Minchen, will 
be responsible for the collaboration. A pioneer in 
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E
nergy storage has become an increasingly 
important field of research as the world 
faces an energy crisis and the need for 
sustainability grows. Dr Bruce Wang Lei, a 
recipient of the Outstanding PolyU Young 

Alumni Award 2022 (please refer to page 67 for more 
information) and a graduate of PolyU's Bachelor of 
Engineering, founded EcoFlow with his friends in 2017 
to develop portable energy storage solutions. The 
business has now grown to become a unicorn with a 
presence in more than 100 countries and regions.

Living out PolyU’s motto, “To Learn and to apply, for the 
benefit of mankind”, Dr Wang has positioned EcoFlow to 
accelerate clean energy applications to contribute to the 
global target of achieving carbon neutrality. 

Using innovative technology, Ecoflow’s outdoor 
power supply products have a charging speed that 
is 5 to 10 times faster than competitor products. 
In addition, its automatic light-tracking system 
increases the conversion efficiency of solar power 
by up to 30%. As a result, EcoFlow’s high-

performance products quickly became popular 
among users, and the company caught the attention 
of global investors. It has broken the records of 
crowdfunding platforms such as Kickstarter and 
Makuake several times.

Fuelling personal growth
Dr Wang was born in Yulin, in Shaanxi Province. The city 
is well known for the production of coal, oil, natural gas, 
rock salt and other energy and mineral resources, but 
is often affected by sand storms from the desert. As a 
result, Dr Wang has always been interested in issues 
concerning the environment and energy.

In 2006, Dr Wang enrolled to study mechanical 
engineering at PolyU. Through PolyU’s 
interdisciplinary learning platform, he learned about 
the field of new energy, opening up a career pathway 
in his area of interest. After graduating from PolyU,  
he continued his studies and research, eventually 

Founding a unicorn
In 2017, Dr Wang saw the growth potential of lithium 
batteries in the personal and household markets and 
founded EcoFlow with a group of friends. EcoFlow’s 
journey to success has not always been a smooth one, 
and while developing its fast-charging technology, his 
team encountered a number of failures and setbacks. 
But this experience helped to make them stronger both 
as a team and as individuals.

Their perseverance was rewarded, and in 2021 
EcoFlow achieved unicorn status. Today, its products 
include outdoor power supplies, power systems, solar 
panels, smart appliances and related accessories. The 
company currently has more than 2,000 employees 
and 2 million users worldwide. Its products are sold in 
more than 100 countries around the world.

Looking ahead, EcoFlow will continue to drive innovation 
to improve the charging speed of outdoor power supplies, 
as well as conducting research on high-efficiency power 
generation from clean energy sources, such as solar and 
wind. It is also working on the development of whole 
home back-up power solutions, and building a clean 
energy ecosystem that combines power generation, 
power storage and power consumption.

Dr Bruce Wang Lei
• Bachelor of Engineering, Major in Mechanical Engineering, 

PolyU (2010)

• PhD, New Energy Storage Technologies, The University of 
Hong Kong (2014)

• Outstanding PolyU Young Alumni Award in Entrepreneurial 
Achievement (2022)

• “40 Under 40” by Fortune China (2022)

• Founder and Chief Executive Officer of EcoFlow

earning his Doctor of Philosophy degree. Dr Wang 
has published many research papers on energy 
storage and has been granted 285 patents to date. 
He was recognised by China’s Ministry of Science 
and Technology as an innovation and entrepreneurial 
talent in 2019.

PolyU nurtured four unicorns

 - EcoFlow fosters renewable energy ecosystem 
STARTUP UNICORN by PolyU alumnus   

leadership at EcoFlow. Social responsibility is one of 
EcoFlow’s core corporate values and it is committed to 
contributing to the sustainable development of the world. 

Looking back on his time at PolyU, Dr Wang said: "PolyU 
has made me a person with solid professional knowledge 
and a broad international perspective by providing a 
quality academic environment. I also met mentors worthy 
of lifelong respect and learning. They have given me a lot 
of help in the process of starting a business." 

To give back to his alma mater, Dr Wang takes the 
opportunity to support the next generation of PolyU 
students. He is a frequent speaker at seminars and 
exchange sessions on campus and has helped many 
graduates of the Department of Mechanical Engineering 
to become research and development professionals.

PolyU is strongly committed to advancing entrepreneurship 
development and seeks to translate its research excellence into 
real-world products and solutions to address societal needs 
through commercialisation. The University has developed a 
number of support mechanisms including the PolyVentures 
initiative to provide a holistic framework and foster a vibrant 
culture conducive to knowledge transfer and entrepreneurship.

Over the years, many startups led by PolyU staff and alumni have 
embraced the University’s support to become commercially 

viable enterprises and even signature ventures. Among the 18 
companies in the “Unicorns HK 2021” shortlist compiled by the 
startup platform Hong Kong X Foundation, with each unicorn 
having a market value of more than US$1 billion, four were 
founded or co-founded by PolyU alumni. They are Hai Robotics, 
EcoFlow, GoGoX and Aftership, focusing on autonomous case-
handling robotic systems, energy storage, logistics and shipment 
management respectively.

PolyU ethos shapes company values
Dr Wang credits PolyU’s motto and its holistic approach 
to education, along with his own vision, for shaping his 

Ecoflow leverages highly 
efficient energy storage 
technology to target the 
outdoor living market.

EcoFlow's DELTA Pro Ecosystem won the German Red Dot 
Design Award.

Many visitors showed interest in EcoFlow's products at the 
recent Consumer Electronics Show 2023 in the US. 
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Be brave to innovate 
and take risks. As long 
as you try your best, 
even if you fail, the 
experience you gain will 
be priceless, and it may 
play an unexpected role 
in the future.

Knowledge Transfer and Entrepreneurship

PolyU-nurtured entrepreneur develops   

LOGISTICS  
INNO-TECH 
PIONEER GOGOX

Mr James O Hing-pong
• Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Design (Advertising Design),                

PolyU (2008)

• Young Design Alumnus of the Year – Entrepreneurial Achievement, 
PolyU (2022)

• Outstanding PolyU Young Alumni Award in Entrepreneurial 
Achievement (2022)

• Co-founder and Head of Marketing and Advertising, GoGoX

J
ames O, who graduated with a first-class 
honours degree from PolyU’s School of 
Design, is co-founder of Hong Kong’s leading 
technology logistics company GoGoX. He 
credits PolyU with not only helping him to 

acquire professional design knowledge, but also 
nurturing a creative mindset enabling him to be 
flexible, as well as pragmatic. He applied these skills 
to GoGoX, contributing to its continuous growth 
and transformation from a startup to a major online 
logistics platform in Asia. James was awarded the 
Outstanding PolyU Young Alumni Award in 2022. 
Please refer to page 67 for more information.

Disrupting the logistics industry with 
professionalism and creativity  
GoGoX is one of the major brands of Hong Kong-
listed GoGoX Holding Limited (stock code: 2246.
HK). It was founded under the name of GoGoVan in 
2013 by a group of young people, including James. 
It harnesses the mobile 
applications and 
innovative technologies 
to connect individuals 
and businesses with 
logistics partners, such 
as cargo van and truck 
drivers, improving 
the efficiency of daily 
logistics services and 
saving time, manpower, 
fuel costs and resources. 

More recently, GoGoX has diversified its business to 
offer door-to-door instant delivery and customised 
enterprise logistics solutions. To reflect this change, 
the business rebranded from GoGoVan to GoGoX in 
2020. It currently operates in Hong Kong, Singapore, 
South Korea, India and Vietnam, as well as in 
Mainland China under the brand Kuaigou Dache (快
狗打車 ). The two entities collectively cover more 
than 340 cities in Asia, and have more than 5.2 million 
registered drivers and 1,000 employees.

James, who previously worked for a number of 
international advertising companies, is currently 
the head of GoGoX's marketing and advertising 
department, responsible for the company's brand 
management, marketing strategy and promotion. 
He has launched a number of creative marketing 
campaigns to increase brand awareness, including 
the Moving Arts campaign, which saw the company’s 
vans transformed into a mobile art gallery featuring 
the works of a number of international artists.
  
The GoGoX mobile app’s interface  is also designed 
to be easy-to-use that provides customers with a 
fast and personalised service. For example, when a 
customer places an order, the app displays the fees 
for various different service options, offering a high 
level of price transparency.

A people-oriented management mindset 
PolyU places great emphasis on nurturing 
empathy and a sense of social responsibility in 
its students through its holistic education. James 
credits his time studying at PolyU with teaching 

him how to communicate effectively with 
people and approach problems from different 
perspectives. His experience at PolyU has 
enabled him to put himself in others’ shoes and 
understand their needs when holding business 
discussions with colleagues and partners, or 

finding solutions for customers’ problems. He also 
considers a range of factors to help develop all-
round solutions with high levels of feasibility. 

James said: "The value of a company and its 
products comes from solving problems for 
customers. Therefore, you should first consider 
the perspective of customers when developing 
solutions." He adds that his study of Advertising 
Design at PolyU inspired him to adopt a ‘customer-
centric ’ approach to management. 

James explained that it was a significant challenge 
to take GoGoX's business to the next level once 
it reached a certain scale. In order to make the 
breakthrough, the company recruited talents with 
a range of different expertise. They embraced 
different opinions and worked seamlessly together 
to enable GoGoX to progress.

Constantly exploring the possibilities
James' innovative thinking is weaved into GoGoX’s 
corporate culture. New ideas and services have 
continually been added in recent years, such as 
launching the GoGoX Energy fuel card to reduce 
fuel costs for car owners and driver-partners, 
and collaborating with local startups to trial 
autonomous delivery robots to increase efficiency. 
James pointed out that GoGoX will continue to 
explore the infinite possibilities of ‘X’ by focusing 
on the principle of ‘creating value for customers 
and stakeholders’.

Giving back to the society
While expanding its business, GoGoX also gives back to society. It is the logistics 
sponsor of two campaigns, namely ‘Silent Warnings of Climate Disasters’ and 
‘Pass-it-On’, run by the Hong Kong Red Cross. It also helping the Red Cross  
to deliver supplies to families in need during the fifth wave of the COVID-19 
pandemic. In addition, GoGoX organises its own voluntary activities for 
employees, such as collecting rubbish at local beaches.

The GoGoX mobile app is clear,  
easy-to-use and personalised.

GoGoX's Moving Arts campaign showed a 
colourful side of the logistics industry.
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Facilitating idea exchange
To promote discussions among policy makers, 
academia and leaders from the I&T and finance 
sectors, PReCIT has so far organised four forums 
with the following themes:

• Planning, Land and Housing for Innovation 
and Technology Development in Hong Kong

• Funding Landscape from Research to 
Commercialisation

• Integrating Innovation and Technology into 
GBA and the National System. 

• APEC Energy Summit

School of Fashion and Textiles established  
to nurture creative fashion talent

Policy Research Centre for Innovation and Technology founded 

PolyU has been a leading institution for fashion and 
textile education and research, both in Asia and globally, 
since 1957. The University earlier on held an opening 
ceremony to mark the launch of its new School of Fashion 
and Textiles (SFT), which was transformed from the 
Institute of Textiles and Clothing (ITC). 

Officiating at the ceremony were: The Hon. Sunny Tan, 
Member of the Legislative Council – Textiles and Garment 

PolyU has established the Policy Research Centre for 
Innovation and Technology (PReCIT) to support Hong 
Kong’s integration into the national innovation and 
technology (I&T) plan. Officially launched in November 
2022, the University-level interdisciplinary policy research 
centre aims to generate impactful and constructive I&T 
strategies for the Government on societal issues. It aspires 
to be a leading research centre in Hong Kong and the 
region, and an influential voice on development strategies 
and related policies in the field of I&T. 

Three primary research foci
PReCIT will focus its impactful, interdisciplinary 
research on three key areas, which were formulated 
based on general and specific government policy 
orientations, representing the present and future 
interests of governments, academia, industry, and 
business. These are:

• Carbon-neutral cities
• Greater Bay Area I&T development 
• The Belt and Road Initiative development in 

Southeast Asia.

Professor Christopher Chao, Vice President 
(Research and Innovation) and Director of 
PReCIT, said: “The respective strengths of Hong 
Kong and the Mainland should complement 
each other in deliberation on cross boundary 
integration proposals which aim to foster R&D 

functional constituency; Dr Lam Tai-fai, Chairman of 
PolyU’s Council; Professor Jin-Guang Teng, President  
of PolyU; and Ms Shirley Chan, Chairlady of the Advisory 
Committee of the SFT.

As the third independent school at PolyU, SFT’s vision 
is to be a world-leading centre in fashion and textiles 
education, interdisciplinary research and collaboration, 
playing a pivotal role in developing Hong Kong into a world-
renowned fashion hub. Leveraging the opportunities 
provided by the development of the Greater Bay Area, it 
aims to enhance Hong Kong’s fashion and textile industry, 
meeting the increasing demand for advanced technology, 
while offering a competitive advantage to its graduates.

SFT will build on this foundation to lead the way in a range 
of areas, including wearables and smart textiles, medical 
textiles and functional clothing, social fashion design, 
sustainable fashion, digital fashion marketing, and fashion 
supply chain management. 

The Faculty of Applied Science and Textiles 
(FAST) has been renamed the Faculty of 
Science (FS) following the creation of the 
SFT as an independent school. The FS is 
made up of three departments, namely the 
Department of Applied Biology and Chemical 
Technology (ABCT), the Department of 
Applied Mathematics (AMA), and the 
Department of Applied Physics (AP). The 
repositioning of the Faculty will enable it to 
concentrate on its core focus of science.

(From left) Prof. Raymond Wong, Interim Dean of SFT; Ms Shirley Chan, Chairlady of SFT’s School Advisory Committee;  
Prof. Jin-Guang Teng, President of PolyU; Dr Lam Tai-fai, Council Chairman; Dr Lawrence Li Kwok-chang, Deputy Council 
Chairman; The Hon. Sunny Tan, Member of the Legislative Council of the HKSAR – Textiles and Garment functional constituency; 
and Prof. Wing-tak Wong, Deputy President and Provost. 

Prof. Jin-Guang Teng,  
President (second from right); 
Prof. Wing-tak Wong, Deputy 
President and Provost (first from 
left); Prof. Kwok-yin Wong,  
Vice President (Education) (first 
from right); as well as Prof. 
Raymond Wai-yeung Wong, 
Dean of the Faculty of Science 
(second from left) attended the 
opening ceremony.

Guests were celebrating the special moments for the launch of 
the School of Fashion and Textiles.

Mr Charles Li gave a keynote 
speech at one of the forums, 
setting out how the GBA’s 
strengths in innovation 
and its wealth of talents, 
coupled with Hong Kong’s 
global connectivity, can help 
channel global funds to  
micro and small businesses 
in Mainland China.

Faculty of Applied Science and Textiles renamed Faculty of Science

commercialisation in order to unleash the potential 
of the GBA and Belt and Road economies, as 
well as the opportunities associated with re-
industrialisation. As the advocacy body of PolyU, 
PReCIT endeavours to formulate strategies that 
support Hong Kong’s participation in the national 
pioneering technology missions.”

The PReCIT Launch Ceremony was officiated by (front row) Dr Lam Tai-fai, PolyU Council Chairman 
(centre); Ms Lillian Cheong, Under Secretary for Innovation, Technology and Industry of the HKSAR 
Government (fourth from right); Mr Charles Li, Co-Founder and Chairman of Micro Connect and Former 
Chief Executive of Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing Limited (fourth from left); Prof. Jin-Guang Teng, 
PolyU President (third from left); Dr Lawrence Li Kwok-chang, PolyU Deputy Council Chairman (third 
from right); Prof. Wing-tak Wong, Deputy President and Provost (second from left); Dr Miranda Lou, 
Executive Vice President (second from right); Prof. Christopher Chao, Vice President (Research and 
Innovation) and Director of PReCIT (first from left); and Prof. Eric Chui, Head of Department of Applied 
Social Sciences and Co-Director of PReCIT (first from right). 

(From right)  
Prof. Christopher Chao, 
Prof.  Jin-Guang Teng 
and Prof. Eric Chui 
meeting the press

Scan to 
view the 
opening 
event:
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VISITS BY 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
Senior government officials visited the University to 
exchange views with PolyU management 

P
olyU works closely with the HKSAR Government to advance higher education and support the 
social and economic development of Hong Kong through nurturing talents and conducting 
impactful research. Over the past few months, eight senior government officials visited PolyU’s 
major teaching and research facilities to learn about the latest development at the University and 
exchange views on topics of mutual interest.

Visit by Financial Secretary
Mr Paul Chan Mo-po, Financial Secretary 
of the HKSAR (centre), met with  
Dr Lam Tai-fai, Council Chairman (third 
from right), and PolyU management at 
Hotel ICON, the University’s teaching  
and research hotel.

Visit by Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism
Mr Kevin Yeung Yun-hung, Secretary for Culture, 
Sports and Tourism (second from left), and his 
team visited PolyU’s School of Hotel and Tourism 
Management (SHTM). Professor Kaye Chon, Dean 
of SHTM (second from right), showed them the 
School’s advanced teaching facilities, including the 
Tan Siu Lin Innovation Hub, resource centre, food 
production lab, wine lab and training restaurant. 

Visit by Deputy Chief Secretary for Administration
Mr Cheuk Wing-hing, Deputy Chief Secretary for 
Administration (left photo, right), visited the 
University and was shown some innovations by 
PolyU’s academic-led startups. They included 
an innovative anti-virus material developed 
by Dr Chris Lo Kwan-yu of School of Fashion 
and Textiles (left photo, left), and his 
interdisciplinary research team; and a green 
antimicrobial coating technology developed by 
Professor Li Pei of Department of Applied Biology 
and Chemical Technology (right photo, right).

Visit by Secretary for Transport and Logistics  
Mr Lam Sai-hung, Secretary for Transport and 
Logistics (fourth from left), met with Dr Lam Tai-fai, 
Council Chairman (fourth from right); Professor 
Jin-Guang Teng, President (third from left); and 
PolyU management.

Visit by Chief Secretary for Administration  
and Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs
 Mr Eric Chan Kwok-ki, Chief Secretary 
for Administration (third from left), and 
Miss Alice Mak Mei-kuen, Secretary for 
Home and Youth Affairs (second from 
left), visited the Research Centre for Deep 
Space Explorations, guided by Professor 
Yung Kai-leung, Director of the Centre and 
Chair Professor of Precision  Engineering 
(left). The delegation also visited the PolyU 
InnoHub to learn about the University’s 
support for startups and young innovators.

Visit by Secretary for Education
Dr Choi Yuk-lin, Secretary for Education (right), 
and her team visited the Speech and Language 
Sciences Laboratory of the Department of Chinese 
and Bilingual Studies. The delegation learned about 
the neurolinguistic experiments conducted in the 
Laboratory. They also visited the Library and the 
Nursing Laboratory to know more about the Virtual 
Hospital. 

Visit by Secretary for Environment and Ecology 
Mr Tse Chin-wan, Secretary for Environment and Ecology (left photo, fifth from left), visited several research 
laboratories related to environmental protection, including the Water and Waste Research Laboratory, Bioenergy 
Research Laboratory, Advanced Environmental Microbiology Laboratory, and Intelligent Building Laboratory.
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MORE THAN 

200 POLYU ACADEMICS       

                 WORLD’S TOP-CITED 
SCHOLARS

AMONG

The world-class research conducted by PolyU scholars across a wide spectrum of disciplines has been 
recognised in rankings by Stanford University and Clarivate, reflecting the University’s research excellence.

World’s top 2% most-cited scientists by Stanford University
More than 200 PolyU academics were ranked among the world’s top 2% most-cited scientists in the latest 
“Updated science-wide author databases of standardised citation indicators”, released in October 2022 
covering more than 100,000 top scientists, compiled by Stanford University.

In addition to having the most top 2% scientists globally in the fields of Building and Construction (13 
scientists) and Civil Engineering (16), PolyU has the largest number of top 2% scholars in four other fields 
in Hong Kong, namely Energy (16), Environmental Sciences (5), Materials (21), and Optoelectronics and 
Photonics (9). Overall, more than ten scholars made it into the top 50 (see the below list).

The world’s most highly cited researchers 2022 by Clarivate
Meanwhile, around ten PolyU academics were among the most influential scholars around the world, 
according to Clarivate Analytics’ list of “Highly Cited Researchers 2022”. Inclusion in the list is based on the 
production of multiple highly cited papers that rank in the top 1% of citations by field and publication year 
in the Web of Science citation index over the past decade. Around 6,900 researchers from 69 countries and 
regions, across a diverse range of research fields were recognised in the 2022 list. 

Building & Construction  
3 (23,422) 

Ir Professor Poon Chi-sun
Chair Professor of Sustainable 
Construction Materials, Department of 
Civil and Environmental Engineering

Geological & Geomatics 
Engineering  
7 (58,101) 

Professor Weng Qihao
Chair Professor of Geomatics and 
Artificial Intelligence, Department of 
Land Surveying and Geo-Informatics

Education

30 (88,403)
Professor Daniel Shek
Chair Professor of Applied Social Sciences, 
Department of Applied Social Sciences

Operations Research  
5 (15,661) 

Ir Professor Edwin Cheng
Chair Professor of Management, 
Department of Logistics and Maritime 
Studies

Building & Construction

23 (23,422)
Ir Professor Albert Chan
Chair Professor of Construction 
Engineering and Management, 
Department of Building and Real Estate

Civil Engineering  
5 (50,292) 

Professor Jin-Guang Teng
Chair Professor of Structural 
Engineering, Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering

Building & Construction

25 (23,422)
Professor Li Heng
Chair Professor of Construction 
Informatics, Department of Building 
and Real Estate

Professor Guo Song 
Professor, Department of Computing

Professor Yan Feng 
Chair Professor of Organic Electronics, 
Department of Applied Physics

Dr Huang Bolong
Associate Professor, Department of Applied 
Biology and Chemical Technology

Professor Li Gang
Chair Professor of Energy Conversion 
Technology, Department of Electronic and 
Information Engineering

Dr Zhang Xiao
Assistant Professor, Department of 
Mechanical Engineering

Professor Loh Kian-ping 
Chair Professor of Materials Physics and 
Chemistry, Department of Applied Physics

Dr Zhao Xin
Associate Professor, Department of 
Biomedical Engineering

Professor Wang Zuankai
Chair Professor of Nature-Inspired Engineering, 
Department of Mechanical Engineering 

Professor Zhang Lei John
Chair Professor of Computer Vision and 
Image Analysis, Department of Computing

Professor Dan Tsang
Professor, Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering 
Also in the field of Environment and Ecology

Civil Engineering

28 (50,292)
Professor Xu Youlin
Emeritus Professor (Structural 
Engineering), Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering

Building & Construction 

12  (23,422)
Professor Chen Qingyan
Chair Professor of Building Thermal 
Science, Department of Building 
Environment and Energy Engineering

Sport, Leisure & Tourism

44 (6,566)
Professor Cathy Hsu
Chair Professor of Hospitality and 
Tourism Marketing, School of Hotel and 
Tourism Management

General Mathematics

50 (80,129)
Professor Qi Liqun
Emeritus Professor of Applied 
Mathematics, Department of Applied 
Mathematics

Civil Engineering

50 (50,292)
Ir Professor Ben Young
Chair Professor of Steel Structures, 
Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering

Computer Science

Cross-Field

Engineering
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PolyU held the Fourth Inauguration of Endowed 
Professorships cum the First Inauguration of Endowed 
Young Scholars earlier on to honour distinguished 
scholars for their achievements.  The ceremony also 
served as an occasion for the University to express its 
appreciation to its philanthropic partners for supporting 
its research and education endeavours.  

The event marked the inauguration of ten 
new Endowed Professorships, while an 
Endowed Fellowship was also converted into 
an Endowed Professorship. Six successive 
Endowed Professorships, two successive Named 
Professorships and four new Endowed Young Scholar 
positions were also conferred. 

PolyU hopes the ceremony will show like-minded 
philanthropists the impact endowed schemes can 
have on advanced research and scholarly activities 
in a discipline of their choice, encouraging them to 
collaborate with the University.

The Endowed Professorship Scheme was established 
in 2012 to honour distinguished scholars at PolyU 
for their outstanding academic and research 
achievements. The additional resources allocated 
through the scheme enable Endowed Professors 
to step up their work in a given field. In 2021, PolyU 
introduced the Endowed Young Scholars Scheme 
to support promising early-career academics. To 
date, PolyU has established a total of 36 Endowed 
Professorships, two Named Professorships and eight 
Endowed Young Scholar positions. 

Inauguration of 

ENDOWED PROFESSORS and 
ENDOWED YOUNG 
SCHOLARS

The endowed positions conferred at the ceremony were (Listed in alphabetical order of discipline):

Endowed Professorships Donors Appointees

Hong Kong Sustaintech Foundation 
Endowed Professorship in Accounting and 
Finance

Hong Kong Sustaintech 
Foundation 

Professor Lu Haitian 
School of Accounting and Finance

Michael Anson Endowed Professorship in 
Civil Engineering

Able Engineering Company 
Limited 

Ir Professor C. S. Poon
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering

Able Endowed Professorship in 
Construction Health and Safety

Able Engineering Holdings 
Limited 

Ir Professor Albert Chan
Department of Building and Real Estate

Otto Poon Charitable Foundation Endowed 
Professorship in Data Science

Otto Poon Charitable 
Foundation 

Professor Cao Jiannong
Department of Computing

Yeung Tsang Wing Yee and Tsang Wing Hing 
Endowed Professorship in Neuropsychology

Dr Eddie Yeung and the Estate 
of Tsang Wing Hing 

Professor David Shum
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences

Peter Hung Endowed Professorship in Pain 
Management

H H Hung Charitable 
Foundation 

Professor Amy Fu
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences

Sir Sze-yuen Chung Endowed Professorship 
in Precision Engineering

The Sze-yuen Chung Fund Ir Professor Yung Kai-leung 
Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering

Shun Hing Education and Charity Fund 
Endowed Professorship in Rehabilitation 
Sciences (converted from an Endowed 
Fellowship)

Shun Hing Education and 
Charity Fund 

Professor Margaret Mak
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences

Otto Poon Charitable Foundation Endowed 
Professorship in Smart Building

Otto Poon Charitable 
Foundation 

Ir Professor Wang Shengwei
Department of Building Environment and Energy 
Engineering

Fiona Cheung Endowed Professorship in 
Spatial Science

Ms Fiona Cheung Sum-yu Professor Wu Bo
Department of Land Surveying and Geo-informatics

Otto Poon Charitable Foundation Endowed 
Professorship in Urban Informatics

Otto Poon Charitable 
Foundation 

Professor John Shi 
Department of Land Surveying and Geo-informatics

(Front row, from left) Donors of Endowed Professorships and PolyU’s senior management: Miss Pat Poon, Mr Tsang Kai-yuen,  
Dr Eddie Yeung Shiu-kin, Mr Adrian Wang, Prof. Wing-tak Wong, Prof. Jin-Guang Teng, Dr Lam Tai-fai, Dr Miranda Lou,  
Ms Fiona Cheung Sum-yu, Mr Daniel Lau Chi-fai, Mr Ngai Chun-hung, Mr Dennis Cheung Ho-yuen, and Mr Peter Hung; 
(Back row, from left) Newly appointed Endowed Professors: Prof. Margaret Mak, Ir Prof. C. S. Poon, Prof. Wu Bo, Ir Prof. Wang Shengwei, 
Prof. Cao Jiannong, Prof. John Shi, Ir Prof. Yung Kai-leung, Prof. Amy Fu, Prof. David Shum, Ir Prof. Albert Chan,  
and Prof. Lu Haitian.

A total of 23 endowed positions were inaugurated at the Fourth Inauguration of Endowed Professorships cum the First Inauguration 
of Endowed Young Scholars ceremony.
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Successive Endowed Professorships Donors Appointees

Clarea Au Endowed Professorship in 
Energy

Ms Clarea Au Professor Raymond Wong 
Department of Applied Biology and Chemical Technology

Yeung Kin Man Endowed Professorship 
in Information Technology Innovation 
and Management

Dr Yeung Kin-man Professor Lim Kai H. 
Department of Management and Marketing

Alex Wong Siu Wah Gigi Wong Fook 
Chi Endowed Professorship in Product 
Design Engineering

King's Flair Development 
Limited 

Professor Lee Kun-pyo 
School of Design

Cally Kwong Mei Wan Endowed 
Professorship in Psychosocial Health

Miss Cally Kwong Mei-wan Professor Hector Tsang 
Department of Rehabilitation Sciences

Yim, Mak, Kwok & Chung Endowed 
Professorship in Smart Structures

Ir Yau Kwok-fai Ir Professor Ni Yiqing 
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering

Ko Jan Ming Endowed Professorship in 
Sustainable Urban Development

Vantage Charity Foundation 

Limited 

Professor Li Xiangdong 
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering 

Successive Named Professorships Donors Appointees

Swire Professorship in Design Swire Group Professor Lee Kun-pyo 
School of Design

Cheng Yick-chi Chair in Manufacturing 
Engineering

The late Dr Cheng Yick-chi Ir Professor H. C. Man
Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering

Endowed Young Scholars Donors Appointees

Limin Endowed Young Scholar in 
Aerospace Navigation

PolyU Technology and 
Consultancy Company Limited

Dr Hsu Li-ta 
Department of Aeronautical and Aviation Engineering

Tsui Tack Kong Endowed Young Scholar 
in Civil Engineering

Ir Tsui Tack-kong Dr Zhou Chao
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering

Limin Endowed Young Scholar in 
Medical Laboratory Science

PolyU Technology and 
Consultancy Company Limited

Dr Gilman Siu
Department of Health Technology and Informatics

Thetos Foundation Endowed Young 
Scholar in Social Services

Thetos Foundation (to be announced)

Tan Siu Lin Innovation Hub to advance hospitality  
and tourism education

The opening 
ceremony of the  
Tan Siu Lin 
Innovation Hub  
was officiated  
by (from left):  
Mrs Jennifer Su Tan, 
Dr Tan Siu-lin,  
Prof. Kaye Chon and  
Dr Miranda Lou. 

PolyU has established the Tan Siu Lin Innovation Hub, 
a major facility for the School of Hotel and Tourism 
Management (SHTM), with the generous support of the 
Tan Siu Lin Foundation. The Innovation Hub will provide 
students with an inspirational and flexible learning 
environment that encourages creativity and innovation.

The new facility is equipped with state-of-the-art digital 
equipment and software tailored for the hospitality sector, 
enabling SHTM students to acquire experience using the 
latest technology that is available in the industry. It will also 
help students to become global leaders in the digital age. 
With classes and Executive Development Programmes held 
regularly in the Innovation Hub, it will benefit students, 
researchers, scholars and industry professionals.

The opening ceremony was officiated by Dr Tan Siu-lin, 
Founder, Tan Siu Lin Foundation; Mrs Jennifer Su Tan, 
Executive Director, Tan Siu Lin Foundation;  
Dr Miranda Lou, Executive Vice President, PolyU; and 
Professor Kaye Chon, Dean, SHTM. 

At the ceremony Mrs Su Tan said: “PolyU’s School of 
Hotel and Tourism Management is one of the best 
hospitality institutions in the world, and our Foundation 
is excited by the opening of the Tan Siu Lin Innovation 
Hub. This will allow students to stay up to date with 
technological advances which are very important to the 
future of the industry.”

Dr Lou thanked the Tan Siu Lin Foundation for contributing 
to a successful educational partnership, saying: “I believe 
the Foundation’s support will empower young people with 
opportunities to excel and benefit the community and the 
world. It will also give a fresh impetus to SHTM’s ongoing 
efforts in the advancement of hospitality and tourism 
education and research.” 

The Hub highlights SHTM’s determination to stay at the 
forefront in the digital age, exemplifying the School’s 
motto: Leading Hospitality and Tourism. Professor Chon 
reiterated the School’s committment to nurturing the 
industry’s finest talent, empowering them to lead the 
sector into a sustainable future. 
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SHKP and PolyU join forces to advance green building technologiesBamboo Court named after generous couple

SHKP x PolyU Building Innovation and Technology Research 
Projects
SHKP and PolyU will join hands to conduct three research projects 
to explore ways to save energy, reduce carbon emissions, and 
increase energy efficiency:

1) Green applications – developing a smart, efficient and 
flexible energy management system
• To turn SHKP’s large-scale integrated complex atop the 

High Speed Rail West Kowloon Terminus into Hong Kong’s 
first large-scale smart energy-efficient green complex with 
power flexibility

• Estimated to reduce CO2
 emissions in Hong Kong by more 

than 3.6 million kg every year – the equivalent of planting 
160,000 trees

2) Green building materials
• To enhance carbon activation technology in cement 

manufacturing so that CO2 can be injected into concrete 
more efficiently to reduce CO2 emissions

• Estimated to reduce CO2 emissions in Hong Kong by 119 
million kg every year - the equivalent of planting five 
million trees

3) Green construction processes – paperless workflow
• To digitalise and enhance the entire construction process
• Establish the first blockchain platform in the 

construction industry, which can also facilitate the 
HKSAR government’s electronic approval process 

SHKP x PolyU Building Homes with 
Heart Scholarship Programme 
Through the launch of the SHKP x 
PolyU Building Homes with Heart 
Scholarship Programme, the SHKP-
Kwoks’ Foundation and PolyU will 
support 56 PolyU students pursuing 
studies in construction, real estate and 
engineering-related disciplines. Priority 
will be given to promising students who 
are financially disadvantaged. 

Mr Paul Chan, Financial Secretary of the 
HKSAR, who witnessed the signings, 
said: “The application of academic 
research outcomes will allow the 
construction industry to increase its use 
of innovative technologies, which will be 
of enormous benefit.”

PolyU Acting President Professor 
Wing-tak Wong expressed his thanks 
to the SHKP-Kwoks’ Foundation for its 
support of PolyU through the scholarship 
scheme. He added that the collaboration 

will promote the advancement 
of new green technologies 

and nurture a new 
generation of talents 

who will create a 
sustainable future 
for society. 

(Front row, from left) Mr Eric Tung, 
SHKP Executive Director, and Prof. 
Christopher Chao, PolyU Vice President 
(Research and Innovation), signed an 
MoU, witnessed by (back row, from left) 
Mr Adam Kwok, SHKP Executive Director; 
Mr Raymond Kwok, SHKP Chairman 
and Managing Director; Mr Paul Chan, 
Financial Secretary of the HKSAR;  
Mr Zhang Zhihua, Director General of the 
Youth Department of the Liaison Office of 
the Central People's Government in the 
HKSAR; Dr Lam Tai-fai, PolyU Council 
Chairman; and Prof. Wing-tak Wong, 
PolyU Acting President. 

PolyU has signed two memoranda of understanding (MoUs) with Sun Hung Kai Properties (SHKP) to help  
Hong Kong become a smart, carbon-neutral city, and nurture talents in construction, real estate and 
engineering-related disciplines.The University held a naming ceremony for the Bamboo 

Court on campus, in appreciation of the generous 
support offered to PolyU by Mr Cheung Che-man and 
Mrs Cheung Kwok Yuen-ho.

Known for its serenity, abundant sunshine and a 
welcoming open-air café, the Bamboo Court is a 
favourite hangout spot for many PolyU teachers, 
students and visitors.

Mr and Mrs Cheung share the belief that ‘Knowledge can 
change the fate of a person and a nation’. Over the years, 
the selfless couple has made contributions in support of 
various charitable causes, in particular those focusing on 
nurturing young people and supporting education. Deeply 
impressed by PolyU’s achievements, Mr Cheung has not 
hesitated to offer his support, helping the University to 
make a greater positive impact on the community through 
its holistic education and advanced research.

At the Ceremony, Dr Katherine Ngan, Chairman of the 
University Court, thanked Mr Cheung for his generosity. 
While sharing Mr Cheung’s belief of ‘Life affecting life’, 
she also highlighted the fact that PolyU is the only 
university in Hong Kong that participates in the Nation’s 
space exploration missions. She believes PolyU will 
continue to make contributions to the development 
of Hong Kong, the Nation and the world for the 
foreseeable future. 

The naming ceremony was a joyful event celebrating a 
couple who are an uplifting example of gaining happiness 
by giving. The kind-hearted Mr Cheung, whom people 
fondly call Uncle Man, is not only popular among those 
he has helped in Hong Kong and in the Mainland, but also 
deeply loved by his family, friends and neighbours.

On behalf of PolyU, Court Chairman Dr Katherine Ngan (second from left) and Executive Vice President Dr Miranda Lou (right) 
presented a souvenir to Mr Cheung Che-man (second from right), who was accompanied by Mr Cheung Kim-hung (left).
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Cultivating the next-generation of pilots with Cathay Pacific

PolyU and Cathay Pacific recently joined hands to nurture local aviation talents and develop Hong Kong as a 
hub for aviation training. The two parties signed a three-year agreement to collaborate on a new integrated 
course for Cathay Pacific's Cadet Pilot training programme. 

Committed to nurturing aviation talents 
PolyU has been nurturing talents in the aviation industry for a number of years. PolyU Deputy President and 
Provost Professor Wing-tak Wong said at the signing ceremony, “PolyU and Boeing co-founded the first 
Aviation Services Research Centre in Hong Kong ten years ago. Subsequently, the University established the 
Department of Aeronautical and Aviation Engineering to provide undergraduate, Master and Doctoral degree 
programmes and strengthen scientific research in the field of civil aviation and aeronautical engineering.”

Secretary for Transport and Logistics Mr Lam Sai-hung said the Cadet Pilot training programme marked the 
first time that aviation theory courses would be taught by a local institution, writing a new chapter in Hong 
Kong’s aviation history and enriching the variety of aviation professional training available in the city. 

The agreement was signed by PolyU Dean 
of Faulty of Engineering Ir Prof. H. C. Man 
(fourth, right) and Cathay Pacific General 
Manager Flying Mr Tim Burns (fourth, left), 
and witnessed by PolyU Council Chairman  
Dr Lam Tai-fai (third, right), PolyU Deputy 
President and Provost Prof. Wing-tak Wong 
(second, right), Cathay Pacific Chief 
Executive Officer Mr Augustus Tang (third, 
left) and Chief Operations and Service 
Delivery Officer Mr Greg Hughes (second, 
left). Also photographed are Cathay Pacific 
cadet pilots Ms Cathy Chan Tsz-ying (left) 
and Mr Vincent Tsui Ling-fung (right).

Secretary for Transport and 
Logistics Mr Lam Sai-hung 
(third, left), the Guest 
of Honour at the signing 
ceremony, pictured with  
Dr Lam Tai-fai (second, left), 
Mr Augustus Tang (third, 
right), Prof. Wing-tak Wong 
(second, right), CAD Assistant 
Director-General (Flight 
Standards) Ms Clara Wong 
(right) and Mr Greg Hughes 
(left) in front of an aircraft 
flight simulator at Cathay City.

New integrated course for Cathay Pacific’s Cadet Pilot training programme
Length 55 to 60 weeks

Training contents Theory A 150-working-day Theoretical Ground Training course by PolyU, with 
at least 750 hours of instruction and examination in areas including:

• principles of flight
• meteorology
• human performance
• general navigation

• instrumentation
• radio navigation
• air law 

Flight Training Flight training overseas by Cathay Pacific

Simulator Training Multi-crew simulator training at Cathay City by Cathay Pacific

Joining hands with NECHK to develop interactive social robots 
for elderly people

By 2030, one in six people in the world will be aged 
60 years or older, according to the World Health 
Organization. With support from innovative technologies, 
ageing seniors will be able to continue to live in their 
own homes and communities safely, independently, and 
comfortably. PolyU and NEC Hong Kong (NECHK) have 
joined forces to provide intelligent interactive social 
robots for older people and their caregivers. 

A PolyU research team led by Professor Angela Leung, 
Associate Head (Research) of the School 
of Nursing, has worked with NECHK to 
develop five NEC Social Robots to provide 
companionship for older people and 
support them in their daily activities. The 
team will also use the robots to conduct a 
series of research projects titled “Social 
Robots for Old Adults and Caregivers”. 
The first ongoing study will investigate 
whether older people accept and enjoy 
interacting with robots at home, 
as well as the impact the robots 
have on loneliness, cognition, 
medication taking, and mental 
and social well-being.

Responding to seniors’ needs
The social robots are powered with artificial 
intelligence (AI) technologies, including facial 
recognition, image recognition and speaker 
verification, to enable meaningful human-machine 
interactions. The robots can understand Cantonese, 
enabling them to follow verbal instructions, such as 
being asked to turn on the television, play music, or 
make a telephone call. The robots can also remind 
older people to take their medication and have 
meals on time. 

PolyU and NECHK recently signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding on  
the collaboration. Signing on behalf  
of PolyU, Professor Christopher Chao,  
Vice President (Research and Innovation), 
said: “NEC’s commitment is aligned with 
PolyU's ongoing endeavours to advance 
knowledge transfer and applied research 
to respond to societal needs. I believe that 
the collaboration will provide innovative 

solutions for the ageing population and 
ageing-in-place trend.”

At the signing ceremony were: Prof. Christopher Chao, Vice President (Research and Innovation) (third from right); Ms Elsa Wong, 
Managing Director of NECHK (centre); Prof. David Shum, Dean of Faculty of Health and Social Sciences (second from right); Prof. 
Angela Chan, Interim Head of School of Nursing (SN) (right); and Prof. Angela Leung, Associate Head (Research) of SN (third from left).

The AI robot can remind older people to 
take medicines at scheduled times and can 
even chat with them.
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Graduates encouraged to make impactful contributions 
at PolyU's 28th Congregation

Cheung Ka-long encourages young people to pursue their dreams

GBA Sustainability Innovation Challenge held in Shenzhen

Mr Cheung Ka-long, a gold medallist in the Men’s 
Foil Individual at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics and PolyU 
honorary graduate, inspired students during a visit 
to the PolyU campus in December 2022. He was the 
guest speaker of 'Dialogue with Cheung Ka-long', 
co-organised by PolyU and the Hong Kong Sports 
Institute. 

Ka-long not only shared details about his athletic 
and personal life with the 300 staff, students 
and alumni who attended the event, but also his 
experience of how to maintain a positive attitude 
both when studying and in life generally. He also 
talked about the fun of taking part in sports, and his 
preparations for the Paris Olympics. 
During the event, eight lucky 
participants were chosen to 
receive instruction on basic 
fencing skills from Ka-long.

The event was officiated by Dr Lam Tai-fai, PolyU 
Council Chairman, Professor Jin-Guang Teng, PolyU 
President, and members of the PolyU management. 
Dr Lam said: "PolyU is committed to fostering a 
vibrant sports culture on campus, and I hope Ka-long 
can help the University’s sports development as he 
is now a member of the PolyU community. I believe 
his spirit, dedication and determination would inspire 
PolyU students.”

In recognition of Ka-long’s outstanding achievements 
in sports, PolyU conferred an honorary doctorate 
degree upon him in 2022.

PolyU Shenzhen Base hosted the ‘Greater Bay Area 
Sustainability Innovation Challenge’  earlier on to 
encourage sustainable development in the region. 
The competition is an additional tournament for the 
Shenzhen-Hong Kong-Macao University Qualifier 
Area of the 2022 China (Shenzhen) Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship Competition.

PolyU’s 28th Congregation was presided over by PolyU Council Chairman Dr Lam Tai-fai (second from right).

The theme of the event was ‘Focusing on innovation 
that promotes sustainable development’, with the aim 
of advocating the practice of sustainable development 
concepts in the Greater Bay Area (GBA). More than 40 
teams from more than ten higher education institutions 
submitted projects to the competition. Sixteen 
winners, including five teams from PolyU, shared a 
cash prize of RMB 360,000. They will also receive 
support to help them develop their ideas into reality.

Through its Shenzhen Base, PolyU has been 
fostering the development of innovation and 
technology, as well as talent, in the GBA. 

For full results of the Challenge, please visit the 
official website of PolyU Shenzhen Base (www.
polyu-szbase.com) (in Simplified Chinese).
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The 16 winners of the Challenge will receive support to develop 
their ideas.
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Prof. Zhong Nanshan, Professor of Medicine at the Guangzhou Medical University, encouraged 
graduates to harness their expertise to contribute to the scientific advancement of Hong Kong, 
the Nation and the world.

Two Honorary Doctorates were conferred 
upon (in alphabetical order of last name) 
Mr Cheung Ka-long, Gold medallist in the 
Men’s Foil Individual at the Tokyo 2020 
Olympics (right) and Prof. Yang Mengfei, 
Researcher at the China Academy of Space 
Technology (left).

President Prof. Jin-Guang Teng thanked 
Prof. Zhong for his enlightening speech and 
his contribution to combating COVID-19. 
He also extended his congratulations to 
the graduates, urging them to use their 
knowledge to address global issues, such 
as climate change, energy shortages, and 
an ageing society, while striving to fulfil their 
own aspirations.

PolyU held its 28th Congregation on campus in October 2022. Two Honorary Doctorates were conferred upon 
Mr Cheung Ka-long, and Professor Yang Mengfei. The University also conferred academic awards on a total of 
10,187 students in the 2021/22 academic year. There were 363 Doctor of Philosophy graduates, 105 professional 
doctoral degree graduates, 51 Master of Philosophy graduates, 4,962 taught master’s degree graduates, 4,310 
bachelor’s degree graduates, 56 postgraduate diploma recipients, and 340 Higher Diploma recipients.



PolyU members on 2022 Honours List

Congratulations to the following 57 members of the PolyU community who have been 
honoured with awards or appointed Justices of the Peace by the HKSAR Government in 
recognition of their significant contributions to Hong Kong.

Grand Bauhinia Medal
The Hon. Tommy Cheung Yu-yan, GBM, 
GBS, JP

Ordinary Member of PolyU Foundation (Organisation member)

Dr the Hon. Peter Lam Kin-ngok, GBM, GBS Honorary Life Chairman of PolyU Foundation (Individual member)

Dr the Hon. Wilfred Wong Ying-wai, GBM, 
GBS, JP

Senior Member of PolyU Foundation (Organisation member)

Gold Bauhinia Star
Mr Chan Ka-kui, GBS, JP Alumnus, Department of Building and Real Estate; Senior Member of PolyU 

Foundation (Individual member)

Professor Sophia Chan Siu-chee, GBS, JP Alumna, School of Nursing

Dr Lam Tai-fai, GBS, JP Alumnus, School of Fashion and Textiles; Council Chairman; University Fellow; 
Honorary Life Chairman of PolyU Foundation (Individual member)

Mr Frederick Lam Tin-fuk, GBS, JP Life Member of PolyU Foundation (Organisation member)

Mr Alfred Sit Wing-hang, GBS, JP Alumnus, Department of Electrical Engineering

Dr Elizabeth Wang Ming-chun, GBS University Fellow

Silver Bauhinia Star
Dr Cheung Ka-long, SBS Honorary Doctorate

Dr John Robert Slosar, SBS Honorary Doctorate, Ordinary Member of PolyU Foundation (Individual member)

Mr Yu Tak-cheung, SBS, JP Alumnus, Department of Building and Real Estate

Bronze Bauhinia Star
Ms Sabrina Chao Sih-ming, BBS, JP Honorary Life Member of PolyU Foundation (Organisation member)

Hong Kong Fire Services Medal for Meritorious Service
Mr Wong Chun-ip, FSMSM Alumnus, Faculty of Construction and Environment

Medal of Honour
Dr Kee Chi-hing, MH, JP Alumnus, Department of Electronic and Information Engineering

Dr Lam Man-chan, MH Ordinary Member of PolyU Foundation (Organisation member)

Dr Peter Lau Chor-beng, MH Life Member of PolyU Foundation (Organisation member)

Ms Gloria Leung Chi-kin, MH Alumna, Department of Applied Social Sciences

Mr Stephen Liu Ling-hong, MH Alumnus, Department of Building and Real Estate; Former Council member

Ir Mo Kon-fei, MH Alumnus, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering

Mr Louis Pong Wai-yan, MH Ordinary Member of PolyU Foundation (Individual member)

Mr Ivan Tam Kwok-wing, MH Alumnus, School of Accounting and Finance

Dr Winnie Tang Shuk-ming, MH, JP Honorary Life Vice President of PolyU Foundation (Organisation member)

Dr Simon Yeung Sai-mo, MH, JP Alumnus, Department of Rehabilitation Sciences

Chief Executive's Commendation for Community Service
Ms Yvonne Lai Yee-ling Alumna, School of Nursing

Ms Jade Lam Chui-yuk Alumna, School of Nursing

Ms Serena Li Ping Alumna, School of Nursing

Ms Michele Lui Wing-chi Alumna, Department of Building and Real Estate

Ms Alice Mak Lai-ngor Alumna, Department of Applied Social Sciences

Ms Isadora Wong Lai-ching Alumna, Faculty of Health and Social Sciences 

Miss Cybil Wong Ting-yan Alumna, School of Nursing

Dr Margaret Yuen Suk-yin Alumna, Faculty of Health and Social Sciences

Chief Executive's Commendation for Government/Public Service
Miss Evelyn Chan Wing-wah Alumna, Faculty of Business

Mr William Cheng Wai-lun Alumnus, Faculty of Business

Dr Vincent Cheung Tsz-fai Alumnus, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering 

Ms Cheryl Chim Yu-hung Alumna, Faculty of Business

Mr Walton Chiu Pak-ming Alumnus, School of Nursing

Ir Chong Tuen-fuk Alumnus, Faculty of Construction and Environment 

Ir Caleb Chu Ka-kit Alumnus, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering 

Mr Truman Chu Kiu-fung Alumnus, Department of Building Environment and Energy Engineering

Mr Ernest Chu Man-lung Alumnus, Faculty of Business

Mr Edwin Hui Chi-ping Alumnus, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering

Miss Samantha Law Wing-shan Alumna, Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering

Ms Helen Lee Wai-yee Alumna, Faculty of Business

Mr Roberto Lei Man-fung Alumnus, Department of Rehabilitation Sciences

Dr Kenneth Leung Kin-ip Alumnus, Department of Applied Social Sciences

Mr Steve Wong Kwok-kau Alumnus, Department of Electrical Engineering

Mr Ivan Wong Lap-yan Alumnus, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering

Mr Eric Yip Yick-ling Alumnus, Department of Rehabilitation Sciences

Ms Zhong Lap-yin Alumna, School of Nursing

Justice of Peace

Professor Sophia Chan Siu-chee, GBS, JP Alumna, School of Nursing

Ms Julia Lau Man-kwan, JP Council Member

Mr Alfred Sit Wing-hang, GBS, JP Alumnus, Department of Electrical Engineering

Professor Alexander Wai Ping-kong, JP Former Deputy President and Provost, Life Member of PolyU Foundation 
(Individual member)

Mr Wong Cheuk-kin, MH, JP Alumnus, Department of Biomedical Engineering

Mr Roger Wong Yan-lok, JP Alumnus, Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering

Mr Ricky Yeung Yiu-fai, JP Alumnus, Department of Building and Real Estate

Mr Stephen Yiu Kin-wah, JP Alumnus, School of Accounting and Finance

PolyU members on 2022 Honours List

Dr Lam Tai-fai, GBS, JP Ms Julia Lau Man-kwan, JP Mr Alfred Sit Wing-hang, GBS, JP
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“P
olyU’s School of Design (SD) offered 
me an opportunity that I always 
dreamed of, which is to engage 
in student-centric education and 
inclusive design,” says Dr Tulio 

Maximo, Assistant Professor at SD, as he reflects on 
why he decided to join the School in 2018. He adds, 
“The School’s vision to nurture open-minded creative 
leaders who make a positive impact also corresponds 
with my own values and inspired me to join this world-
class School”.

The power of inclusive design
Since joining SD, Dr Maximo has created an elective 
course focusing on inclusive design called “Design 
meets Disabilities”, which applies empathy to guide 
students to design more user-friendly products, 
especially for people with disabilities. In particular, 
he encourages his students to develop a personal 
understanding of users' needs, by collaborating 
with potential users throughout the design process, 
starting from research and conceptualisation to 
product testing. He also equips students with tools 
to immerse themselves as an elderly or disabled 
person, simulating reduction of capabilities faced 
by this population and thinking about what kind of 
products would be suitable for them.

Dr Maximo’s passion to promote empathy and 
inclusion is partly motivated by the example of his 
mother, who was a public-school teacher in Brazil. 
His mother was committed to helping and teaching 
others regardless of their background or personal 
circumstances. In fact, she went out of her way to help 
the most disadvantaged members of society. This spirit 
of serving others inspired Dr Maximo to do likewise 
through practising inclusive design. His own childhood 
diagnosis of attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder 
also made him an advocate of inclusive education, 
which means providing a learning experience that 
respects students’ neurodiversity (or difference in 
cognitive behaviours).

As a result of his devotion to inclusive design and 
education, Dr Maximo was presented with the 
prestigious 2022 UGC Teaching Award in the Early 
Career Faculty Members category, one of only three 
recipients in 2022. Please refer to page 23 to learn 
more about this award.

Design is thriving in Hong Kong
Since moving to Hong Kong after completing his 
PhD in the UK, Dr Maximo claims, “I greatly admire 
the design culture in Hong Kong. I think inclusive 
design is really valued here.” He commends the 

local Government for promoting inclusive design 
through collaborative projects with the community. 
One example is the playground in Tuen Mun Park 
which was designed collaboratively with potential 
users, including children and seniors to make the 
playground user-oriented. He’s also encouraged 
by SD students tackling social issues through their 
capstone projects or other design initiatives.

Inclusive design generates social and  
economic value
In Asia, Dr Maximo has been influenced by 
innovators such as Yohji Yamamoto, a Japanese 
fashion designer who has for decades been making 
gender-neutral clothes that can be worn by both 
men and women, thus pioneering inclusive design 
in the fashion industry. He’s also impressed by 
the work of PolyU SD alumnus Dr Rico Chan, who 
founded a social enterprise called Beyond Vision 
Projects that aims to enhance the quality of life 
for visually impaired people; whereas Comma 
Leung, an SD alumna, founded Mosi Mosi, a design 
studio which creates people-oriented products, 
including a wallet for visually impaired persons and 
a coin-purse for people with cerebral palsy. These 
examples, according to Dr Maximo, illustrate 
that inclusive design is not only socially 
beneficial, but can also be economically 
viable as a business. He hopes they 
inspire more designers at PolyU and  
in Hong Kong to champion user- 
centric design.

Significant personal projects
In terms of his own projects, Dr Maximo is 
proud of a project called Ciranda, which 
he undertook in Brazil at the Instituto 

Noisinho da Silva. Ciranda helps young children 
with physical disabilities to sit independently on the 
floor, enabling them to play and learn and interact 
with other children through a specially designed 
floor seat. Not only was this seat produced and 
commercialised, but parents from poor backgrounds 
who couldn’t afford one were trained how to build 
their own seats, making Dr Maximo realise that 
design is not just about building products, but can 
also be about providing a service for the benefit of 
the community.

At PolyU, Dr Maximo is honoured to lead the 
multi-disciplinary ‘Omni Study System’ project, 
commissioned by the Jockey Club Design Institute 
for Social Innovation. This project comprises a low 
cost but systematic furniture solution including a 
folding table with divisor panel and integrated light; 
a seat that can be used on the bed, on the floor or on 
a stool; a tilt board; a set of cushions and a footrest 
to fit children of different sizes. The furniture 
system provides an optimal studying space for 
children in sub-divided flats to support their healthy 
development. The project won the prestigious Red 

Dot Award: Product Design 2022. 

Design that makes a difference: 

Dr Tulio Maximo
• Bachelor of Science in Industrial Design, Universidade do Estado de Minas 

Gerais, Brazil (2006)

• Master of Science in Ergonomics – Inclusive Design, Loughborough University, 
UK (2012)

• Doctor of Philosophy in Disability Studies, Loughborough University, UK (2017)

• Assistant Professor, PolyU School of Design (2018 – present)

Dr Maximo teaches his students ergonomics and inclusive design.

FOSTERING 
INCLUSION AND  
EMPATHY

An enriching education
Ultimately, Dr Maximo wants his students to find 
their studies joyful and directed towards the well-
being of others. He calls this ‘value-creation 
education’, a term originally coined by the Japanese 
educator Tsunesaburo Makiguchi and disseminated 
by the Japanese educator and philosopher Daisaku 
Ikeda. “I’m driven to provide happy and meaningful 
moments for my students, so that they leave my 
lessons feeling enriched and inspired,” Dr Maximo 
explains, as he strives to nurture the next generation 
of user-centric designers.

The Omni Study System
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Major external appointments and awards of PolyU members 
From July to December 2022, the following PolyU members were either appointed 
significant duties to share their scholarly expertise to benefit the wider community or 
had their academic efforts duly recognised.  
(Listed in alphabetical order)

Dr Henry Chan 
Associate Professor and Associate Head,
Department of Computing

Award
• 2022 IEEE Education Society William 

E. Sayle II Award for Achievement in 
Education

Ir Professor Guo Hai 
Professor, Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering

Award
• 2022 Judges Commendation of the 

Award for Research and Science, 
Australia China Alumni Association

Dr Huang Bolong
Associate Professor, Department of Applied 
Biology and Chemical Technology

Award
• Vebleo Fellow

Dr Jiao Zengbao
Associate Professor, Department of 
Mechanical Engineering

Award
• IAAM Scientist Award and Fellow, 

International Association of Advanced 
Materials

Dr Anthony Kong
Assistant Professor, School of Design

Appointment
• Chairman of Design Education Council, 

Executive Committee, Hong Kong 
Designers Association

Professor Li Gang
Associate Director, Otto Poon Charitable 
Foundation Research Institute for Smart Energy
Sir Sze-yuen Chung Endowed Professor in 
Renewable Energy, Department of Electronic 
and Information Engineering

Award
• Senior Research Fellow, Research Grants 

Council

Dr Grace Lim
Teaching Fellow, English Language Centre

Award
• University Grants Committee Teaching Award 

2022 – Collaborative Teams category

Dr Phoebe Lin
Assistant Professor, Department of English 
and Communication

Award
• Invitational Fellowship for Research in 

Japan, Japan Society for the Promotion 
of Science

Professor Chen Changwen
Chair Professor of Visual Computing, 
Department of Computing

Appointment
• Associate Editor in Chief of IEEE TBIOM

Dr Julia Chen
Director, Educational Development Centre
Associate Professor (Courtesy), 
Department of English and Communication

Award
• University Grants Committee Teaching 

Award 2022 – Collaborative Teams category

Professor Chen Xiaojun
Director, University Research Facility in 
Big Data Analytics
Chair Professor of Applied Mathematics, 
Department of Applied Mathematics

Award
• Fellow, American Mathematical Society

Professor Cheng Li 
Associate Dean (Research), Faculty of 
Engineering
Chair Professor of Mechanical Engineering
Department of Mechanical Engineering

Appointment
• President-elect, International Institute 

of Noise Control Engineering

Dr Choi Sun Young 
Assistant Professor, School of Fashion and 
Textiles

Award
• 2022 Sandra Hutton Award for 

Excellence in Fiber Arts, International 
Textile and Apparel Association 

Professor Fu Mingwang
Associate Director, Research Institute for 
Advanced Manufacturing
Chair Professor of Advanced Manufacturing, 
Department of Mechanical Engineering

Award
• Royal Society Wolfson Visiting Fellowship

Mr Ling Kar-kan
Director, Jockey Club Design Institute for 
Social Innovation

Award
• InnoStars Award 2021, Our Hong Kong 

Foundation

Professor William Wang Shi-yuan
Chair Professor of Language and Cognitive 
Sciences, Department of Chinese and 
Bilingual Studies

Award
• Fellow, Linguistic Society of America

Professor Wang Zuankai
Associate Vice President (Research and 
Innovation)
Chair Professor of Nature-Inspired 
Engineering, Department of Mechanical 
Engineering

Award
• Croucher Senior Research Fellowship 

2023

Dr Xu Yang 
Assistant Professor, Department of Land 
Surveying and Geo-Informatics

Award
• 2022 CPGIS Young Scholar Award, 

International Association of Chinese 
Professionals in Geographic 
Information Sciences

Dr Yao Haimin
Associate Head (Teaching and Learning) 
and Associate Professor, Department of 
Mechanical Engineering

Award
• Vebleo Fellow

Professor Yu Changyuan
Professor, Department of Electronic and 
Information Engineering

Award
• Fellow, Optica

Ir Dr Zheng Pai
Assistant Professor, Department of 
Industrial and Systems Engineering

Award
• Third Prize, First Youth Science and 

Technology Forum, China Association 
for Science and Technology

Professor Zheng Zijian
Associate Director, Research Institute for 
Intelligent Wearable Systems
Chair Professor of Soft Materials and 
Devices, Department of Applied Biology 
and Chemical Technology

Appointment
• Editor-in-Chief, EcoMat

Dr Salvatore Lo Sicco
Teaching Fellow, School of Fashion and Textiles

Appointment
• Curator, Art & Poetry open-air Museum, 

Palermo, Italy

Dr Tulio Maximo
Assistant Professor, School of Design

Award
• University Grants Committee Teaching Award 

2022 – Early Faculty Members category

Professor Daniel Shek
Associate Vice President (Undergraduate 
Programme)
Chair Professor of Applied Social Sciences 
Li & Fung Professor in Service Leadership 
Education, Department of Applied Social Sciences 

Award
• 2022 Distinguished Service Award, 

International Society for Quality-of-Life 
Studies

Professor Geoffrey Shen
Associate Vice President (Global Partnerships)
Director of Global Engagement
Chair Professor of Construction Management, 
Department of Building and Real Estate

Award
• Research Team of the Year Award, 2022 

Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
Awards Hong Kong

Professor Su Zhongqing
Head and Chair Professor of Intelligent 
Structures and Systems, Department of 
Mechanical Engineering

Award
• Distinguished Fellow, International 

Institute of Acoustics and Vibration

Professor Tao Xiaoming
Director, Research Institute for Intelligent 
Wearable Systems 
Vincent and Lily Woo Professor in Textiles 
Technology
Chair Professor of Textile Technology, 
School of Fashion and Textiles

Award
• Fellow, International Association of 

Advanced Materials
*Note: Please refer to stories on p.32, 33, 35, 47 
and 59, for further information on the accolades 
received by other PolyU members.
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Senior staff appointments and promotions 
(between 1 July and 31 December 2022)

Congratulations to the following PolyU members who have recently taken up a 
new capacity at the University.  (Listed in alphabetical order)

Promotions

Appointments

Dr Joe Au Sau-chuen  
as Associate Dean (Academic Support), 
School of Fashion and Textiles
on 1 Jul 2022

Professor Hu Guangwei
as Associate Dean, Faculty of Humanities
on 1 Jul 2022

Dr Liu Wing-sun
as Assistant Dean (Partnership),  
School of Fashion and Textiles
on 26 Nov 2022

Professor Wang Xungai
as Chair Professor of Fiber Science and 
Technology, School of Fashion and Textiles
on 1 Aug 2022

Professor Larry Chow Ming-cheung
as Head, Department of Applied Biology 
and Chemical Technology
on 1 Jul 2022

Professor Huang Guoquan
as Chair Professor of Smart 
Manufacturing, Department of Industrial 
and Systems Engineering
on 20 Dec 2022

Professor Loh Kian-ping
as Chair Professor of Materials Physics 
and Chemistry, Department of Applied 
Physics
on 1 Aug 2022

Professor Wang Zuankai
as Associate Vice President (Research 
and Innovation) and Chair Professor of 
Nature-Inspired Engineering,  
Department of Mechanical Engineering
on 2 Nov 2022

Ir Professor Keith Chan Kang-cheung
as Chair Professor of Manufacturing 
Engineering, Department of Industrial  
and Systems Engineering
on 1 Jul 2022

Professor Fu Mingwang
as Chair Professor of Advanced 
Manufacturing, Department of  
Mechanical Engineering
on 1 Jul 2022

Professor Yip Shea-ping
as Chair Professor of Diagnostic Science 
and Molecular Genetics, Department of 
Health Technology and Informatics
on 1 Jul 2022

Professor Chung Chi-yung
as Chair Professor of Power Systems 
Engineering and Head, Department of 
Electrical Engineering
on 4 Jul 2022

Professor Kan Chi-wai
as Associate Dean (Strategic Planning and 
Development), School of Fashion  
and Textiles
on 1 Jul 2022

Dr Kathy Mak Yim-king
as Assistant Dean, Faculty of Humanities 
on 1 Sep 2022

Professor Christina Wong Wing-yan
as Director of Research and Innovation,  
on 1 Jul 2022

Professor Louise Cummings
as Associate Dean, Graduate School
on 1 Sep 2022

Ms Kelly Lam Yuen-ping
as Associate Dean, Dean of Students
on 14 Dec 2022

Professor Eric Ngai Wai-ting
as Associate Dean (Research and 
Postgraduate Studies), Faculty of 
Business
on 1 Jul 2022

Professor Tom Wu Tao
as Chair Professor of Frontier Materials, 
Department of Applied Physics
on 19 Dec 2022

Mr Peter Hasdell
as Associate Dean (Academic 
Programmes), School of Design
on 19 Dec 2022

Professor Lim Kai Hin  
as Chair Professor of Information 
Technology Innovation and Management, 
Department of Management and Marketing
on 13 Jul 2022

Professor Daniel Shek Tan-lei
as Dean of Undergraduate Studies
on 1 Jul 2022

Professor Yang Tong
as Chair Professor of Mathematical 
Science, Department of  
Applied Mathematics
on 15 Nov 2022

Professor Jerry Yan Jinyue
as Chair Professor of Energy and 
Buildings, Department of Building 
Environment and Energy Engineering
on 17 Aug 2022

Professor Geoffrey Shen Qiping
as Associate Vice President (Global 
Partnerships)
on 1 Jul 2022

Dr Yao Yao
as Associate Dean, Faculty of Humanities
on 1 Jul 2022

Dr Raymond Sze Nung-sing
as Assistant Dean, Faculty of Science
on 15 Jul 2022

Dr Joanne Yip Yiu-wan
as Associate Dean (Industrial 
Partnership), School of Fashion and 
Textiles
on 1 Jul 2022

Professor Wang Liqiu
as Chair Professor of Thermal-Fluid 
and Energy Engineering, Department of 
Mechanical Engineering
on 28 Dec 2022
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PolyU honours

OUTSTANDING ALUMNI

Outstanding PolyU Alumni Award in Professional Achievement
Ir Dr Ho, Director of Innovation at Arup and the first Chinese Arup Fellow in 
Structural Engineering, is a world-renowned expert in tall building design. 
During his decades-long career with the international multi-disciplinary 
design firm, he has been the project director for many of the most challenging 
and innovative skyscrapers in Asia, including the 283-metre Cheung Kong 
Centre in Hong Kong, the 528-metre CITIC Tower in Beijing and the 460-metre 
Vincom Landmark 81 in Ho Chi Minh City. Dr Ho has earned many professional 
designations, and his patented Hybrid Outrigger System won the Hong Kong 
CIC Innovation Award 2017 and The Hong Kong Institution of Engineers 
Innovation Award 2020. 

As PolyU’s first PhD graduate from the Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering, Dr Ho has retained close links with his alma mater, serving as a 
Visiting Lecturer since 1992, an Adjunct Professor of the Department of Civil 
and Environmental Engineering, as well as a mentor under the “INSPIRE” 
Mentorship Programme. In 2020, he became an Executive Committee Member 
of PolyU’s Civil and Environmental Engineering Alumni Association, and was 
elected its Vice President in 2022.

Outstanding PolyU Alumni Award in Scholarly Achievement
Professor Tsang, Professor of Inorganic Chemistry and Director of the Wolfson 
Catalysis Centre of the University of Oxford, is a world-leading expert in chemical 
materials and green catalysis. He has published more than 450 papers in refereed 
publications, including Science and Nature, and his work has been widely cited. 
With numerous international awards and 16 patents, he was among the world’s 
pioneering researchers in nanomaterials, including the synthesis and catalytic 
properties of carbon nanotubes. Not only has his groundbreaking work on opening 
and filling carbon nanotubes sparked global attention on nanomaterials, but he is 
also the first known scientist to modify carbon nanotubes with biological enzymes 
or related biomaterials. His recent focus has been on green chemistry and catalysis, 
and he is a co-founder of OXGRIN, a spin-out from the University of Oxford that is 
building a world-class One-Stop Catalyst Platform. 

Alongside providing specialist advice to PolyU departments, he also actively 
collaborates with the University’s researchers on various projects in Applied Biology 
and Chemical Technology, Applied Physics, Electrical Engineering and other areas. 
His liaison efforts have enabled PolyU to establish closer relationships with the 
University of Oxford, government bodies and foreign technology enterprises.

Outstanding PolyU Alumni Award in Professional Achievement
Mr Lam is a Principal Consultant at the Business and Networking Consulting 
Department of Huawei Technologies Company Limited. He began his career 
in 1973 at the Hong Kong Telephone Company, now known as Hong Kong 
Telecommunications (HKT) Limited. Before his retirement from HKT in 2021, he 
was Managing Director, Engineering, responsible for the planning and operation of 
fixed and wireless networks and the support of a wide range of telecommunication 
services. Under his shrewd leadership, HKT not only won many industry awards, 
but also increased the coverage of high-speed broadband in Hong Kong to 98%. 

A well-respected figure with five decades of experience in the industry, Mr Lam 
has served as an Honorary Advisor of the Communications Association of Hong 
Kong. He has also forged close ties with his alma mater through serving as a 
Departmental Advisory Committee Member of the Department of Computing, 
as well as chairing the Departmental Advisory Committee of the Department of 
Electronic and Information Engineering. Alongside being a frequent speaker at 
University events, he has also facilitated internships for PolyU graduates at HKT.
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W
ith more than 450,000 graduates 
around the globe, PolyU has nurtured 
many distinguished leaders in 
various sectors. The Outstanding 
PolyU Alumni Award (OPAA), which 

was launched in 1996, recognises remarkable PolyU 
graduates for their distinguished achievements in their 
fields, active support to their alma mater and significant 
contributions to the community. Since its inception in 
1996, a total of 100 graduates have been honoured. 
 
In the latest OPAA, achievement categories have 

been established to celebrate the accomplishments 
of outstanding alumni in specific areas. Recognition 
is also given to outstanding young alumni.
 
PolyU held the 14th OPAA presentation in December 
2022, and took great pride in honouring four 
outstanding alumni and four outstanding young 
alumni for their dedicated work and commitment to 
giving back to society on different fronts. They are 
fitting testaments to PolyU’s accomplishments in 
nurturing leaders for Hong Kong, the Nation and the 
world. Congratulations to the OPAA 2022 awardees!

Recipients of the Outstanding PolyU Alumni Award 2022 (in alphabetical order of last name)

Ir Dr Goman Ho Wai-ming
Diploma in Structural 
Engineering (1984)
Doctor of Philosophy (1992)

Outstanding PolyU Alumni Award in Professional Achievement
Ir Lau is Permanent Secretary for Development (Works) of the HKSAR Government. He 
is a Fellow Member of The Hong Kong Institution of Engineers and the Institution of Civil 
Engineers. Throughout a career that spans three decades, Ir Lau has made remarkable 
contributions to Hong Kong’s construction industry by spearheading various mega-projects, 
including the Kau Yi Chau Artificial Islands Development under the Lantau Tomorrow 
Vision. He is also a staunch advocate of the “Construction 2.0” strategy, driving innovative 
technology applications for the advancement of the construction industry.

To encourage close University-Government-Industry collaboration, he has facilitated 
the application of PolyU’s innovative technologies in public works. These initiatives 
include using Fibre-Reinforced Polymer materials to replace steel reinforcement in 
marine works, as well as adopting Advanced Welding Technology, developed by the 
PolyU Chinese National Engineering Research Centre for Steel Construction, in the 
fabrication of the Double Arch Steel Bridge of the Cross Bay Link at Tseung Kwan O. Ir 
Lau is currently Chairman of the Departmental Advisory Committee of the Department 
of Civil and Environmental Engineering.
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Professor Edman Tsang 
Shik-chi
Higher Diploma in Chemical 
Technology (1987)

Mr Peter Lam Wing-chap
Higher Diploma in Electronic 
Engineering (1982)

Ir Ricky Lau Chun-kit, JP
Bachelor of Engineering in 
Civil Engineering (1989)
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Outstanding PolyU Young Alumni Award in
Scholarly Achievement
Dr Siu, Associate Professor of PolyU’s Department of Health Technology 
and Informatics, has been actively engaged in research related to microbial 
genomics for years. He has published more than 50 peer-reviewed research 
papers in high-impact academic journals, including Lancet Respiratory 
Medicine and Clinical Chemistry. His publications have been cited more 
than 1,500 times in 1,000 articles. In addition, Dr Siu has secured more than 
HK$40 million in external research grant funding in the past five years. His 
research efforts have greatly increased the accuracy and efficiency of the 
diagnosis of infectious diseases, including COVID-19. During the pandemic, 
his rapid sequencing technique was crucial in identifying and stopping local 
transmission chains of the virus, earning him the Outstanding Project Team on 
COVID-19 Research Award from the Food and Health Bureau in 2021. 

Dr Siu was honoured by the University with a faculty research and teaching 
award for two consecutive years, and has been appointed as Limin Endowed 
Young Scholar in Medical Laboratory Science. He has also been appointed by 
the Government as a Member of the Medical Laboratory Technologist Board, 
chairing its Education Committee and Examination Committee.

Outstanding PolyU Young Alumni Award in
Entrepreneurial Achievement
Dr Wang is the Founder and Chief Executive Officer of EcoFlow, a unicorn 
company set up in 2017, which achieved a valuation of more than US$1 billion 
in 2021. Under his leadership, EcoFlow has developed into a company with 
more than 2,000 employees worldwide, delivering clean energy solutions to 
millions of users in more than 100 markets. Recognised by China’s Ministry 
of Science and Technology as an innovation and entrepreneurship talent 
in 2019, Dr Wang has been granted 285 patents and has published eight 
research papers on the subjects of battery and energy storage. With a vision 
to make EcoFlow a world-leading renewable energy solution provider, he 
developed the world’s first portable home battery, which set a new record 
on the crowdfunding platform Kickstarter for the most funded tech project 
and made it onto Time’s list of “100 Best Inventions of 2021”. 

To give back to his alma mater, Dr Wang has not only shared his experiences 
with younger PolyU students as a speaker at seminars, but has also helped 
graduates from the Department of Mechanical Engineering develop their 
careers as research and development specialists. 

Outstanding PolyU Young Alumni Award in
Entrepreneurial  Achievement
Mr O is Co-Founder and Head of Marketing and Advertising at GoGoX. 
Established in 2013, GoGoX is a major online intra-city logistics 
platform in Asia, and has radically reformed the traditional logistics 
industry. Having expanded its business from Hong Kong to Singapore, 
Mainland China, South Korea, India and Vietnam, the company provides 
efficient, transparent and customised logistics services in more than 
340 cities, with a network of 5.2 million registered drivers. As a design 
graduate specialising in advertising, Mr O had already garnered 
considerable experience and led award-winning campaigns at global 
advertising agencies before setting up GoGoX. Under his stewardship, 
the company has earned numerous awards for establishing a unique 
brand identity across various touchpoints through creative marketing 
campaigns, successfully elevating its brand awareness among both 
consumers and enterprises. 

Despite his busy schedule, Mr O has always made time to share his 
entrepreneurial experience and design philosophy with current and 
prospective PolyU students. He has also provided a variety of job 
opportunities to young graduates of his alma mater, ranging from 
internships to full-time positions.

Dr Bruce Wang Lei
Bachelor of Engineering 
with a Major in Mechanical 
Engineering and a Minor in 
Applied Mathematics (2010)

Outstanding PolyU Young Alumni Award in
Professional Achievement
Mr Chui is a Partner of KPMG China, Hong Kong office, and the Regional 
Head of Global Japanese Practice in Hong Kong. He leads multiple teams 
serving clients mostly in the tech-centric and healthcare sectors, handling 
initial public offerings and other capital market transactions in Hong Kong, 
Japan and the United States. He is a keen advocate of the Belt and Road 
Initiative, assisting clients in ASEAN countries to align with international 
standards that facilitates their fundraising in capital markets. Mr Chiu 
served on the Young Members Committee of the Hong Kong Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants, and is an Ambassador for the global forum 
One Young World. 

Passionate about giving back to his alma mater, Mr Chui has been actively 
supporting various PolyU events. He is Vice President of The Accounting 
and Finance Graduates’ Association, as well as Director of the Federation 
of The Hong Kong Polytechnic University Alumni Associations. He has 
also served as a mentor under PolyU’s “INSPIRE” Mentorship Programme, 
taking junior students under his wing.

Recipients of the Outstanding PolyU Young Alumni Award 2022 (in alphabetical order of last name)

Mr Bayern Chui Kin-pong
Bachelor of Arts in 
Accountancy (2005)

Mr James O Hing-pong
Bachelor of Arts in Design 
(Advertising) (2008)

Dr Gilman Siu Kit-hang
Higher Diploma in 
Biomedical Science (2004)
Bachelor of Science in 
Biomedical Science (2006)
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The 17 MA graduating students and their models showcased creations under the theme of “Then, Now, Meta”. 

The Show was officiated by Prof. Jin-guang Teng, President of PolyU (6th from right); Prof. Wing-tak Wong, Deputy President and 
Provost of PolyU (4th from right); Dr Miranda Lou, Executive Vice President of PolyU (7th from right); Ms Shirley Chan, Chairlady of 
SFT Advisory Committee (5th from right); and Prof. Raymond Wong, Interim Dean of SFT (8th from right).

(From left) Prof. Fan Jintu, Former Head of the Institute of 
Textiles and Clothing, SFT's predecessor; Mr Anthony Keung, 
CEO of Fenix Group; Prof. Raymond Wong, Interim Dean of SFT; 
Ms Shirley Chan, Chairlady of SFT Advisory Committee;  
Dr Miranda Lou, Executive Vice President; Ms Vivienne Tam, 
renowned fashion designer; Ms Karen Chan, Council Member 
of PolyU; and Mr Ryan Houlton, Programme leader of the MA in 
Fashion and Textile Design.

Fashion Design

P
olyU’s School of Fashion and Textiles (SFT) has held its first Bachelor of Arts (BA) and Master 
of Arts (MA) graduate fashion shows since being established as the University’s third flagship 
independent school. Through integrating fashion and textile education with innovation and 
technology research, SFT aims to increase the competitive advantage of its graduates and 
enhance Hong Kong’s fashion and textiles industry. The fashion shows demonstrated the 

graduating students’ ability to apply innovative technologies to fashion.

The MA Graduation Fashion Show 2022 had the theme 
“Then, Now, Meta” to reflect the collective yet diverse 
journey students had undertaken through their work.

The event was held at the Mills, a revitalised former 
cotton mill, reflecting the show’s theme. It was 
attended by guests, industry representatives, 
fashionistas and reporters. 

Seventeen graduating students from the MA 
in Fashion and Textile Design showcased their 
work. While some students explored the past and 
incorporated fashion techniques from yesteryear 
in their collections, others reacted to current times 
and questioned the reality of today, while some 
explored the future and contemplated the boundless 
opportunities of tomorrow.

Applying innovative technology to fashion design
The graduates incorporated innovative new 
technologies into their designs by creating their own 
materials. Some students produced unique fabric 
finishes using natural plant dying techniques, while 
others established new approaches to embroidery and 
embellishment using epoxy resins. Three-dimensional 
design software was also used to minimise the 
materials consumed in the production process and to 
improve the sustainability of the designs. 

Thirty-two graduating BA students from SFT 
showcased their creative designs at the PolyU Fashion 
Show held at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition 
Centre. The event marked the return of the annual 
iconic show after a two-year break due to the pandemic.

The Show covered three major areas of fashion 
design, namely fashion design, knitwear design, 
as well as intimate apparel and activewear design. 

Each finalist demonstrated three pieces from their 
collection, competing against each other for various 
awards and scholarships. 

Providing an opportunity for the students to share their 
amazing designs on the catwalk, the Show attracted 
nearly 700 guests including influential figures from 
the industry, famous fashion designers, media friends 
and fashion bloggers, while an audience of over 7,000 
watched the live show online.

Combining Innovative Technology and Sustainability with

PolyU MA Graduate Fashion Show

PolyU Fashion Show

 “Exhausting a crowd”  
by Tsang On-ting, Vicky
Winner of the Overall Award

“Bloody Mary” 
by Lai Sau-yee, Esther 
Winner of the HKIAIA 

Promising Young Talent Award

“British Retro” 
by Chan Hiu-ching, Demi 

Winner of the  
Pioneer Design 

 Award

“Chained to the rhythm” 
by Lam Hiu-ying 
Second Runner-up

“Til Death Do Us Part” 
by Lau Sin-yi, Psy

Winner of the Avery Dennison 
Best Embellishment Award

Lin Ruo-ming, Lyn's 
collection 

Wang Zi-yi, Sylvia's 
collection

Bao Yi-fan, Evan's 
collection

“Extract the eternal 
from the ephemeral”  

by Chan Wai-ki, Rita  
First Runner-up

     Video

     Video

Interim Dean of SFT Professor Raymond Wong 
said, “The Institute of Textiles and Clothing has 
been upgraded to an independent school – the 
School of Fashion and Textiles. During our 65-
year history, the School has aligned its operation 

with the mission of PolyU in many ways, including 
through its ground-breaking innovations, 
effective pedagogies and critical contributions to 
scholarship.” Read more about the establishment 
of SFT on p.44.
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Karen Tam broke the Women’s 50m Freestyle record at 
USFHK Aquatic Meet.

Benson Wong set a new local record in the 200m 
Breaststroke twice in two months.

The theme of the PolyU Design 
Show 2022 was ‘Gather as 
Form, Part to Start’. It reflects 
the fact that the graduates’ 
designs were united as one 
vision in the exhibition, before 
they dispersed to forge their 
own bright futures, like white 
light passing through a prism 
dispersing into a spectrum of 
colours. (PolyU Design Show 
2022 Identity design: Chan Kit Fu,  
Jeff; Chan Shek Chi, Harold; 
Cheng Kwan Hung, Yeo and  
Lai Cheuk Yi, Cheryl)

AutoPass: Shared Logistics by BA (Hons) Product Design 
graduate Jeong Sein shows a future design for cars to make 
use of redundant space based on the concept of the sharing 
economy.

P(e)ek by BA(Hons) Communication Design graduate 
Eunis Liu Yue Ting redesigns five objects that represent 
a certain set of rules to highlight the unknown facets and 
identities of young people in Hong Kong. 

GENINS, an Integrated Capstone Project, creates unique 
exhibition spaces to promote communication between the 
public and children with Special Educational Needs (SEN). 
The project team includes students: Cathy Leung, Joyce Tsui, 
Marco Chan, Joyce Liu and Yenn Leung; as well as tutor: 
Roberto Vilchis Echeverri.

The PolyU Swimming Team captured the 
Men’s and Women’s Championships for the 
ninth time in a row.

PolyU Swimming Team crowned champions for the ninth time in a row

The PolyU Swimming Team has 
won the Overall Championship at 
the University Sports Federation of 
Hong Kong, China (USFHK) Annual 
Aquatic Meet for the ninth time in a 
row. At the 57th competition, held 
in November 2022, the team won 
a total of 20 gold, six silver and 
six bronze medals, and brought 
home the Men’s and Women’s 
Championships.

PolyU student breaks local record twice
PolyU student Benson Wong set a new Hong 
Kong breaststroke record at the Hong Kong Age 
Group Short Course Swimming Time Trial 2022 
in September 2022. Wong shaved 0.69 seconds 
off the previous record in the Boys 18 & Over 
200m Breaststroke, with a new time of 2:08.26. 
It was the second time in two months that the 
19-year-old swimmer has beaten the record, 
having previously broken it in July 2022.
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PolyU Design Show showcases students’ inspiration 

Karen Tam Hoi-lam, a PolyU Master in 
Physiotherapy student and a member of the 
Hong Kong Swimming Team, set a new record of 
25.86 seconds for the Women’s 50m Freestyle 
at the competition, breaking the previous record 
of 26.69 seconds set in 2016. Another PolyU 
student-athlete, Tsui Wai-chi, won a gold medal 
in the Men’s 50m Butterfly event.

In the PolyU Design Show 2022, graduating students 
of the School of Design (SD) applied their creativity  
to offer design solutions to improve business 
services and address the needs of society and 
individuals. More than 100 projects were exhibited 
at PolyU’s Jockey Club Innovation Tower.

The Design Show featured projects by both 
graduates of the SD’s Bachelor Programmes, such as 
Advertising Design, Communication Design, Digital 
Media, Environment and Interior Design, Interactive 
Media, Product Design, Social Design, and its Master 
Programmes, including Design Practices, Interaction 
Design, International Design and Business 
Management, Multimedia and Entertainment 
Technology, Urban Environmental Design.

Join the 
virtual tour 
of the Show: 

In addition to the projects created by individual 
students, the Design Show also exhibited 
seven Integrated Capstone Projects showing 
interdisciplinary work by teachers and students of 
the School to co-design and co-create solutions to 
complex societal issues.



Toto Wong Kwan-to, a PolyU Optometry student and a member 
of the Hong Kong swimming team, was crowned Sportswoman 
of the Year and won an Individual Champion award in the 
2021/22 Inter-Collegiate Competition.

      Achievements of Sports Teams

Categories Positions

Athletics 1st runner up

Badminton 1st runner up

Basketball Champion

Handball Champion

Rugby 2nd runner up

Squash Champion

Swimming Champion

Table Tennis Champion

Tennis 3rd runner up

Volleyball Champion

Woodball Champion

Men’s Teams
Seven championships

Women’s Teams
Five championships

Categories Positions

Athletics Champion

Badminton 1st runner up

Basketball Champion

Handball 2nd runner up

Rugby 1st runner up

Soccer 1st runner up

Squash Champion

Swimming Champion

Tennis 1st runner up

Volleyball 1st runner up

Woodball Champion

PolyU's Sports Teams at the USFHK Annual Prize 
Presentation Ceremony

P
olyU’s Sports Teams have won the Yearly 
Men’s and Yearly Women’s Overall 
Championships in the 2021/22 Inter-
Collegiate Competition for the fourth time in 
a row.

The University’s Sports Teams achieved another 
sweeping victory during the year, snatching the 
Grand Slam and bringing home 12 championships, 
seven 1st runner-up and two 2nd runner-up places 
in the 24 sports they participated in. They beat fierce 
competition from 12 other local tertiary institutions 
in the tournament, which was organised by the 
University Sports Federation of Hong Kong, China 
(USFHK). In the basketball, squash, swimming and 
woodball competitions, PolyU won both the men’s 
and women’s championships.

PolyU Sports Teams win

FOURTH-STRAIGHT
GRAND SLAM
CHAMPIONSHIP

In addition, nine PolyU students were named      
‘Most Valuable Players’ or ‘Individual Champions’. 
The accolades recognise their impressive 
performances in their respective events. Among 
them, Toto Wong Kwan-to from the swimming 
team was also honoured as ‘Sportswoman of the 
Year’. Competing at the Tokyo Olympics for the 
Hong Kong Team in 2021, the 22-year-old swimmer 
said the awards showed athletes could strike a 
balance between academic pursuits and sporting 
achievements when studying in Hong Kong. Toto 
has now set her sights on the Paris 2024 Olympic 
Games. She hopes her experience can inspire other 
junior student-athletes.

To nurture future athletes, PolyU fully supports 
students pursuing both sports and academic goals.

Please read page 24 for the joint programme for 
elite atheletes co-organised by the Hong Kong 
Sports Institute and PolyU, 
and page 25 for the 
University's new flexible 
admission plans.
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Au Chin-to
Volleyball MVP

Tsang Tsz-tsun
Table Tennis MVP

To Wai-lok
Squash MVP

Lam Long-hin
Handball MVP

Yip Yiu-pong
Basketball MVP

Leung Kwan-yi
Athletics Individual Champion

Lau Fong-ying
Basketball MVP

Cheng Nga-ching
Squash MVP

Toto Wong Kwan-to
Swimming Individual Champion
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PolyU Press presents inaugural publications

Founded in 2022 to further the University’s mission of advancing the frontiers of knowledge, the PolyU Press is proud 
to present two inaugural publications: 

Builders of a Better World:  
Outstanding PolyU Alumni Awardees 
- featuring 91 Outstanding PolyU Alumni 

awardees from 1996 to 2021 whose 
accomplishments are a testament to the 
University’s contributions to society

PolyImpact: PolyU Inventions and Innovations  
that Benefit the World  
- a collection of 18 stories highlighting 

the University’s extraordinary 
journey in translating its innovative 
technologies into societal impact

PolyU students’ robot project shines in major technology competitions 

The project aims to improve collaboration between 
humans and robots in the manufacturing industry through 
harnessing technologies such as cognitive Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and Augmented Reality (AR). The 
team’s system combines robots' high levels of accuracy, 
reliability, and repeatability with humans' flexibility 
and adaptability to optimise productivity for various 
manufacturing assembly tasks in a shared workspace.  

A PolyU student research team has won a number of local and international Information and Communications 
Technology (ICT) awards for their work to improve collaboration between people and robots.

As one of the members of the HKSAR delegation to Pakistan, 
Tsang Chin-kok (left) received the 21st APICTA Awards (Student-
Tertiary Technology) award on behalf of his PolyU team.

The project emulates the interaction between human operators 
and robots in an AR environment.

Kwok Hin-chi (left), Tsang Chin-lok (second from left),  
Li Chengxi (second from right), and Ir Dr Zheng Pai (right) 
received the Hong Kong ICT Awards 2022 from Prof. Sun Dong, 
Secretary for Innovation, Technology and Industry (centre).

The project team also won the Gold Award of the 8th China 
International College Students’ “Internet+” Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship Competition.

Award-winning project Mutual Cognitive Human-Robot Collaborative Manufacturing System

Awards Hong Kong ICT Awards 2022 – Student Innovation Award
- Grand Award
- Gold Award (“Tertiary or Above” stream)
The 8th China International College Students’ “Internet+” Innovation and Entrepreneurship Competition
- Gold Award
21st Asia Pacific Information and Communications Technology Alliance (APICTA) Awards
- Winner (Student – Tertiary Technology) 

Research Team Under PolyU’s Research Group of AI for Industrial Digital Servitization (RAIDS)
Students:
- Tsang Chin-lok, Mphil student (Department of Aeronautical and Aviation Engineering)
- Li Chengxi, PhD student (Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering(ISE))
- Kwok Hin-chi, undergraduate student (ISE)
- Other members of RAIDS
Supervisor:
Ir Dr Zheng Pai, Assistant Professor (ISE), Wong Tit Shing Young Scholar in Smart Robotics, 
and leader of RAIDS

The Judging Panel of the Hong Kong ICT Awards 2022 
said: “It is believed that this project has high potential 
to become a very successful example, realising local 
R&D in Hong Kong’s industrial transformation, and 
leading the development of Hong Kong’s Industry 5.0.” 
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