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The Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU) has been
fully implementing National Education since 2021
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Evaluation of the National

o . Education Programme
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU), true to its motto “To

learn and to apply, for the benefit of mankind”, integrates National
Education into its holistic educational strategy, dedicated to training
future leaders deeply committed to Hong Kong and the Nation, with
global perspectives and a strong sense of social responsibility. The
National Education curriculum is designed for all undergraduate 05
and postgraduate students and consolidates key areas, including
modern Chinese history, the Constitution, the Basic Law, the Hong RS2 A 585

Kong National Security Law, and the Safeguarding National Security National Education Activities
Ordinance, through diverse pedagogical approaches, such as lectures
and case studies. Beyond the curriculum, PolyU has developed

a National Education website and organised enriching activities,
including talks, study tours, and “Whole-person Development

Fund” projects. As the first higher education institution in the Hong

Kong Special Administrative Region to establish a multidimensional 0’7

evaluation framework for National Education, PolyU leverages scientific

data to stimulate pedagogical innovation and articulate the governance BEA g
wisdom of the Nation and the contemporary significance of national Voice of Students

security legislation.
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Background of
National Education
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National Education plays a crucial role in deepening
students’ overall understanding of national identity, legal
awareness, and civic responsibility. At this critical moment
of profound restructuring of the international order,
marked by the promulgation of the Law of the People’s
Republic of China on Safeguarding National Security in
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region in 2020 and
the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance in 2024,
higher education institutions are now assuming increased
responsibilities in the field of National Education.
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National
Education
Programme
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In accordance with the strategic imperatives of the contemporary era, since the 2021/22 academic year, PolyU has
institutionalised a National Education framework as a central pillar of its holistic educational strategy. Through systematic
curriculum design and innovative teaching practices, it has developed a knowledge framework encompassing key
elements such as modern Chinese history, the Constitution, the Nation’s achievements, the restoration of Hong Kong

to the People’s Republic of China in 1997, the Basic Law, the Hong Kong National Security Law, and legislation related

to Article 23 of the Basic Law. The curriculum adopts a multifaceted pedagogical approach, integrating lectures, case
studies, student sharing, and thematic debates. This design aims to develop legal reasoning, law-abiding leadership, and
a sense of civic responsibility, thus preparing students to become professionals capable of contributing to the prosperity
and stability of Hong Kong, the development of the Nation, and global progress. The National Education framework also
seeks to strengthen students’ national identity.

Different programme models are designed to meet the learning needs of undergraduate and postgraduate students.

» Undergraduate students (four-year degree programmes) must attend a three-hour in-person lecture and complete
seven hours of self-study based on their lecture notes. Senior Year Intakes and Articulation Degree Programme
students must complete the same course content through online platforms. All undergraduates must pass an
assessment consisting of 20 multiple-choice questions, with 16 correct answers required to pass.

» Postgraduate students in both Taught Postgraduate (TPg) and Research Postgraduate (RPg) programmes must
complete three hours of e-learning modules and three hours of self-study based on their lecture notes, followed by
an assessment consisting of 10 multiple-choice questions, with eight correct answers required to pass. For TPg
programmes where Chinese is the primary medium of instruction, corresponding Chinese versions of the courses and
learning materials are provided.

This course is a mandatory graduation requirement for all PolyU students (with the exception of certain offshore TPg
programmes).

National Education 4
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National Education
Platform and Talks
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Evaluation of the
National Education Programme
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To monitor the effectiveness of the National Education
curriculum and to continuously enhance its teaching quality,
PolyU has established a multidimensional evaluation
system. This system uses a combination of quantitative and
qualitative methods to conduct systematic evaluations of
course outcomes. During the assessment process, various
data are collected from students and teaching staff through
different research methods such as questionnaire surveys,
focus group interviews, and teaching reflections. The results
indicate that overall student satisfaction with the course is
between 80% and 95%, reflecting their positive evaluation of
the course and its effectiveness. Furthermore, the research
team has had a substantial scholarly impact, as evidenced
by 20 peer-reviewed publications in academic journals, two
monographs, and 12 book chapters.
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Website and videos
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In addition to the curriculum, PolyU provides a
National Education website to help students access
and browse various learning materials. The website
includes thematic sections on the nature of national
security, the National People’s Congress of the
People’s Republic of China, National Education, the
history of China, the Hong Kong National Security
Law, the 14th Five-Year Plan for Economic and
Social Development, the 15th Five-Year Plan for
Economic and Social Development, and the Policy
Address. The website also offers news, videos,
and animations on National Education, with an
emphasis on national security, development
achievements, and progress in the legal system.
Additionally, it offers specialised resources and
verified links to deepen students’ understanding of
the evolution and progress of governance in China.
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PolyU regularly hosts a variety of lectures led

by experts and community leaders who address
key topics. By December 2025, 16 sessions had
been organised, covering topics such as the
Basic Law of Hong Kong, the Hong Kong National
Security Law, Chinese historical heritage, national
development milestones, Renminbi evolution,
geopolitical dynamics: national strategies and
Greater Bay Area development, as well as student-
led sharing sessions. These sessions attracted
over 1,500 participants and over 93% of those
surveyed gave positive feedback.

National Education
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National Education Activities
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“Whole-person Development Fund” projects
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Projects funded by the Education Bureau (EDB)
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During the 2023/24 and 2024/25
academic years, PolyU launched two
“Whole-person Development Fund”
projects, funded by the University
Grants Committee, to develop students
creative thinking and deepen their
understanding of national development.
By participating in these initiatives,
students created posters or videos to
reflect on the issues of youth mobility
and poverty in Hong Kong, explored
possible solutions, and shared their
views on national achievements and
challenges. With over 190 participating
students, the initiatives received 85%
positive feedback.
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The OUS Photo Contest
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In 2023, PolyU organised the “OUS
photo contest” to encourage students
to appreciate the essence of Chinese
culture. From over 600 entries,
48 finalists were selected in three
categories: “Nature”, “Cityscape”, and
“People and Culture”. The winning
photos were displayed on the campus
podium.
*AREBE (OUS) R 2025 F7 A1 AHER
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The Office of Undergraduate Studies (OUS) was

renamed the College of Undergraduate Studies
(CUS) on 1 July 2025.
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PolyU conducted three rounds of the “Constitution and Basic Law Promotion Funding
Scheme for Tertiary Institutions”, funded by the Education Bureau (EDB), during the
2023/24, 2024/25, and 2025/26 academic years. The initiatives were hosted by the
Office of Undergraduate Studies (OUS)* and co-organised by the Student Affairs
Office (SAQ) and the Wofoo Leaders’ Network.

In the first round of the EDB-funded project, a video production competition on the
theme of the Constitution and the Basic Law was organised. Thirty-one students
participated in the competition. A mini-conference cum Award Ceremony was held
on 11 January 2024. In total, 143 participants attended the ceremony and more than
88% gave positive feedback.

The second round of the initiative — the “National Education Day” — was held on
campus on 22 November 2024. The themed exhibition booths attracted 1,075 staff
and students and received 94% positive evaluations.

The third round of the initiative — the “National Education Day” — was held on campus
on 20 November 2025. The event engaged 1,100 staff and students and received 96%
positive evaluations.
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The CUS Postcard Design Competition
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PolyU organised the “CUS postcard
design competition” in 2025 to raise
students’ awareness and appreciation
of China’s cultural heritage. From 155
entries, 60 finalists were selected in
four categories: “History”, “Culture”,
“National Landmarks”, and “People’s
Livelihoods”. The winning postcards
were displayed on the campus podium.

Study tours to the Chinese Mainland
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PolyU organises study tours to the
Chinese Mainland twice a year to
deepen students’ understanding of
China’s history, governance, and
societal contributions. These immersive
activities included visits to the Opium
War Museum in Dongguan in 2023/24,
the Memorial of the Original Site

of the Huangpu Military Academy

in Guangzhou in 2024/25, and the
Museum of Dr Sun Yat-sen in 2025/26.
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Evaluation of National Education Activities
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PolyU regularly and systematically evaluates the impact of
its National Education website and its National Education
Initiatives.

By the end of the 2024/25 academic year, the National
Education website received overwhelmingly positive feedback
from 107,052 participants. At the end of 2025, the “National
Education Website User Survey” received 1,652 responses,
and the “User Survey on the National Education Video and
Modern Chinese History Video” received 1,938 responses.
Both surveys received highly favourable evaluations.

Another example is the “Whole-person Development Fund”

— Understanding our Nation’s Achievements and Challenges
2024/25. Post-activity surveys revealed that the participants
had “gained deeper insights into pivotal milestones in national
development” and “a strengthened sense of national identity”.
The results of the questionnaire survey showed that 94% of
the respondents agreed that the initiative had “significantly
enhanced their understanding of China’s achievements and
the contemporary challenges”.

National Education 8
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The National Security Law curriculum prompted me to pay more attention to social issues. Now, when |
watch the news, | consider things from a legal and national security perspective. National security is actually
closely related to each of us. Whether posting on social media or participating in public activities, we must
act with caution to avoid breaking the law.
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The benefits are reflected in three main aspects: First, it deepened my understanding of the Nation,
allowing me to better grasp the importance of national sovereignty, security, and development interests, as
well as Hong Kong’s role in the national development framework. Second, it strengthened my awareness
of the rule of law, teaching me that all actions must be conducted within the legal framework. Third, it
enhanced my sense of social responsibility, making me understand that as a young person in the new era,
it is my responsibility to contribute to maintaining national security and the prosperity and stability of Hong
Kong, and that | cannot stand idly by.

Z=m LI Xiang
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| think that the National Education curriculum at PolyU is very inclusive. PolyU allows us to understand
National Security Law and National Education in a blended and indirect way. Therefore, | see PolyU’s
National Education curriculum more as a form of integrated culture. We worked on projects with
classmates from different majors and countries, and collaborated with other universities around the world,
learning from each other and progressing together. This experience left a deep impression on me.
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Conclusion
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Overall, the National Education initiative at PolyU is
characterised by comprehensive coverage, systematic
design, and a strong emphasis on evidence-based
evaluation. PolyU is the first institution funded by the
University Grants Committee in Hong Kong to offer

a structured National Education curriculum to all
undergraduate and postgraduate students (local and
non-local). In addition, PolyU offers a dedicated National
Education website, lecture series, and a wide range of
National Education activities, collectively ensuring the
quality and effectiveness of its teaching. As the first
university in Hong Kong to establish a multidimensional
assessment framework for National Education, PolyU
used evidence-based research methods to examine the
effectiveness of National Education, yielding positive
student feedback and publishing related findings in
international journals. This curriculum successfully
leverages scientific data to accurately present China’s
governance philosophy and the significance of the
Hong Kong National Security Law. Through rigorous
evaluation, PolyU deepens its understanding of the spirit
of the Chinese Constitution and the contemporary value
of national security legislation in Hong Kong, setting

an important example for the promotion of National
Education in higher education in the city and beyond.
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