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YoTeach!: Educational and Anonymous
Backchannel Chatroom Platform

A STEM educational enhancing tool that supports multiple active
teaching pedagogies

Many students seldom ask and answer questions proactively in class. To encourage students to engage in
learning, PolyU developed “YoTeach!”, an educational backchannel chatroom platform that allows anonymous
discussions. It is an ideal tool for teachers to improve student engagement in traditional or online classes.
Once a teacher sets up an online discussion room on YoTeach!, students can ask questions or initiate peer
discussions there. The platform supports text sending, interactive drawing and image uploading. Other
functions include voting, image annotation, as well as machine learning-based recognition of hand-written
numbers and symbols. These functions help to convey scientific concepts with calculations, equations and
diagrams, making it an ideal tool for teaching STEM subjects via distance learning and for supplementing
traditional face-to-face classes. The programme is free for use worldwide.
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Special Features and Advantages
* Anonymous questions, comments and discussions
4 Text Sending, draWing and p|Ctu re Upload|ng as We” as rea |'t|me Users can use the machine learning-based hand-written
number, symbol and drawing recognition function in

inte ra Ctlve d raWboa rd YoTeach! to write formulas

* Voting, polling and image annotation
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Applications
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e Traditional face-to-face or online classes
* Presentation in conferences, workshops or seminars B s i
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e Wharton-Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) Reimagine Education Awards: v s

Bronze Winner in the “ICT Tools for Learning, Teaching and

Users can use the text sending, interactive drawing and

Support Awa rd Category (DeC 201 9) image uploading functions in YoTeach! to ask questions
or initiate peer discussions

* The 5th e-Learning Excellence Awards at the European Conference
on elLearning (ECEL): Bronze Award Winner (Nov 2019)

Principal Investigator

Dr Fridolin Sze-thou TING
Department of Applied Mathematics
Contact Details
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