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PolyU InnoHub@HK 2025/26
Notes for Application

Enquiries:
Knowledge Transfer and Entrepreneurship Office
+852 3400 2774; inno.hub@polyu.edu.hk
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IMPORTANT NOTE

All contents in this Notes for Application are subject to change without prior notice. Please
contact Knowledge Transfer and Entrepreneurship Office (KTEO) for latest updates before

submitting your application.
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A. ABOUT POLYU INNOHUB @HK

Background

To foster an entrepreneurial culture and community, and to support PolyU start-ups and projects in their
innovation and entrepreneurial ventures, the 'PolyU InnoHub@HK' was launched in March 2017 on the
4th floor of the Jockey Club Innovation Tower (JCIT, Core V) at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University
(PolyU).

InnoHUub@HK acts as a focal point and platform for community partnership, bringing different
stakeholders together for pre-incubation/ incubation of ideas, innovations and start-ups, leveraging
resources for multi-disciplinary collaborations and co-creation among PolyU members (faculties,
students, graduates) and community partners.

The Knowledge Transfer and Entrepreneurship Office (‘KTEQO’) of PolyU is the administrative unit
responsible for the operation of InnoHub@HK and the related programmes and activities.

Mission

To nurture and accelerate PolyU innovation and entrepreneurship projects and start-ups by providing

pre-incubation/ incubation support.

B. INCUBATION SERVICES OFFERED

= Basic Office Facilities
Access to shared office facilities in the co-working space on the 4th floor of the Jockey Club
Innovation Tower. This includes fixed desks (up to 4 fixed desks per team) or hot desks, shared
meeting rooms, common areas, and a pantry. Members are not permitted to use the InnoHub@HK
address for company registration purposes.

= Consultancy Services from the Industrial Centre
Members can enjoy an annual membership at the PolyU Industrial Centre for a discounted fee of
HKD 1,000 per individual. This includes access to technology consultancy and workspace for

prototyping.

= |nnovation and Entrepreneurship Activities
Members will have opportunities to participate in various entrepreneurship activities, such as
exhibitions, roadshows, and networking events.

= Mentorship and Training
Mentoring and training sessions will be offered to enhance the entrepreneurship skills of members.

= Professional Consultancy Services
Consultancy services at discounted or complimentary rates will be offered by InnoHub@HK’s
professional service partners on topics such as company registration, and legal services, etc.

= Recruitment Services
Recruitment platform (e.g. job fairs) will be offered to members to expand their teams by engaging
with talented individuals.
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C. APPLICATION

Eligibility

Each application must be submitted by a Principal Applicant (PA). Principal Applicant must be
a student, alumnus, or academic staff member of PolyU, HKCC, or SPEED.

The Principal Applicant must be a founder or co-founder holding equity in the applying company,
or a Principal Investigator for teams that have not yet established a company.

The applicant should not have any actual, potential, or perceived conflicts of interest with The
Hong Kong Polytechnic University or the PolyU Shenzhen Research Institute.

For previous InnoHub@HK members, registering a company is required to apply for the
following year.

Application Process

Eligible project team or start-up must complete the online application form through the PA with
the following documents uploaded on or before the application deadline:

o al5-slide pitch deck and a 7-min pitching video

o CVs of all team members

o acopy of student ID/ graduation certificate/ staff ID of each PolyU student, alumnus
or staff

o Proof of holding the equity for the Principal Applicant (if applicable)

o Declaration of Use of PolyU Knowledge/ Innovations/ Technologies duly signed/
endorsed by PolyU academic staff, with supporting documents (if applicable)

o Company registration documents (compulsory for previous InnoHub@HK users)

o Progress report (applicable to previous InnoHub@HK users only)

The Principal Applicant may be invited for an interview.

Assessment Criteria

For New Application

Applicant Background

The priority will be given to entrepreneurship project team or start-up in the following order: PolyU
academic-led start-ups / PolyU start-ups supported by PolyU entrepreneurship programmes within 3 years
/ PolyU projects supported by PolyU entrepreneurship programmes / PolyU start-ups or projects currently
supported by other qualified programmes / Other PolyU start-ups or entrepreneurship projects.

Stage of Business

In general, priority will be given to early-stage project teams or start-ups (i.e. start-ups established for less
than 24 months at the time of application with less than 6 full time staff) and project teams or start-ups
have no other workspaces/ offices.

Use of PolyU Knowlegde/Innovations/Technologies

Project teams or start-ups using PolyU knowledge/ innovations/ technologies such as class project, final
year project, research project and patented technology will be given higher priority.

Contribution to PolyU Reputation
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For example, Project teams or start-ups with social impact, or have won awards in entrepreneurship
competitions will be given higher priority.

e Innovativeness

e Business Potential

For Application of Previous InnoHub@HK users
e Applicant Background
e Stage of Business
e Use of PolyU Knowledge/lnnovations/Technologies
e Utilisation in the past year
¢ Progression of the Business in the past 12-months
e Contribution to PolyU Reputation

Application Schedule

Application Period: 18 July — 8 August 2025
Announcement of Results: Late August — Early September 2025
Occupancy Period Late September 2025 — 31 August 2026
Fee

Administrative Charge for all users: HKD100 per individual user per year, non-refundable

Deposit for Fixed-desk users: HKD1,000 per individual user, refundable
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