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1. Why join? 
 

Should I join PolyU International Future Challenge (PolyU IFC) if I'm not from 

PolyU? 

The competition is designed to welcome and support talent from diverse backgrounds, 

not just PolyU members. PolyU IFC is a platform open to all students (, alumni, 

innovators, entrepreneurs, researchers, and startup founders worldwide, regardless of 

university affiliation. Past participants include teams from Thailand (HKET) and other 

countries. Teams from other Hong Kong universities have successfully won awards and 

used the competition as a launching pad into the Chinese Mainland market. 

 

Should I join if I plan to get a stable job instead of becoming an entrepreneur? 

Taking part in an innovation and entrepreneurship competition will strengthen your CV 

and make you more employable. It also helps demonstrate an entrepreneurial mindset, 

which many hiring managers value. 

 

 

2. Eligibility and Registration 
 

Can I join on my own, or do I have to form a team? 

You can apply either individually or as part of a team. 

 

Is the competition limited to PolyU-affiliated teams? 

No, PolyU IFC is open to both PolyU and non-PolyU teams. 

 

Can I team up with students from other universities? 

Yes, we welcome applicants and teams from other universities. 

 

Can I still join if I have already graduated? 

Yes, we welcome current students and graduated student to apply. 

 

Do I need to be an HKID holder to join?  

No, we welcome innovators and entrepreneur from all over the world to participate. 

 

Is there an age limit? 

Yes, applicants must be over 18 years old by 30 June 2026, which is the document 

submission deadline of the first regional competition. 

 

Can my team apply to more than one region? (Competition Regions: Qianhai, 

Jinjiang, Nanjing, Wuhan, Hefei, Hangzhou, Wuxi) 

Yes, you may apply to multiple competition regions if your project fits their focus areas. 

However, each project may receive only one of the Top 4 Awards across the whole 

competition cycle. 

https://paper.hket.com/article/4141461/%E5%9C%8B%E9%9A%9B%E5%89%B5%E6%96%B0%E8%80%85%E5%8C%AF%E8%81%9A%E9%A6%99%E6%B8%AF%E2%80%82%E7%90%86%E5%A4%A7%E5%9C%8B%E9%9A%9B%E6%9C%AA%E4%BE%86%E6%8C%91%E6%88%B0%E8%B3%BD2026%E7%8F%BE%E6%AD%A3%E6%8E%A5%E5%8F%97%E5%A0%B1%E5%90%8D%E2%80%82%E6%B3%B0%E5%9C%8B%E4%BC%81%E6%A5%AD%E5%AE%B6%E8%97%89%E7%90%86%E5%A4%A7%E8%B3%BD%E4%BA%8B%E5%B9%B3%E5%8F%B0%E2%80%82%E6%8B%93%E5%B1%95%E5%85%A7%E5%9C%B0%E6%99%BA%E6%85%A7%E5%9F%8E%E5%B8%82%E5%B8%82%E5%A0%B4?mtc=80010
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3. Participation Rules  
 

Can I use the same project from PolyU IFC 2025 to join PolyU IFC 2026? 

Yes, you may use the same project again in 2026 if it did not win one of the Top 4 

Awards in 2025. 

 

If my project won a non-Top 4 Award in PolyU IFC 2025 (e.g. Best Business Potential 

Award), can I use the same project to join again in 2026? 

Yes, projects that won awards outside the Top 4 may still enter the 2026 competition 

with the same project. 

 

If my project won one of the Top 4 Awards in PolyU IFC 2025, can I use the same 

again in 2026? 

No, a project that won one of the Top 4 Awards in 2025 cannot be re-entered in 2026. 

 

If my project wins one of the Top 4 Awards in one region, can I compete in another 

region in the same year of PolyU IFC? 

No, once a project wins a Top 4 Award in one region, it cannot compete in other regions. 

 

Can I use the same project again if it has progressed to a different stage? 

Yes, if the project has progressed to a significant different stage of development, such as 

moving from proof of concept to prototype. Final approval is subject to KTEO’s 

discretion. 

 

Can I use my final-year university project to join? 

Yes, you can.  

 

How many teams will present on stage at each regional final? 

The final fifteen (15) teams of each region will be presented on stage. 

 

Will team members receive certificates? 

Yes, all awarded teams will receive certificates. 

 

Will the team receive a trophy? 

Yes, one trophy will be awarded per team. 
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4. Application & Project Submission 
 

Which are the 5 focused industry domains for PolyU IFC 2026? 

These industry domains are set based on the 15th Five-Year Plan strategic plan, industry 

demand, as well as PolyU’ research and innovation excellence. 

 

1. Life Sciences & Healthcare 

2. Advanced Manufacturing & Microelectronics 

3. Digital Economy & FinTech 

4. Smart City & Green Living 

5. Aerospace and Aviation Technology 

6. Others 

 

How should we choose the industry domain(s) for my project, and what if our 

project does not fit the listed categories? 

Please choose the domain that best matches your core technology. If your project does 

not fit any of the listed categories, select “Other.” 

 

If my project fits in more than one industry domain, can I choose more than one?   

Yes, you can.   

 

There are 3 members in my team, do we all have to submit the project documents 

individually? 

No, only the Principal Applicant (PA) will submit the project documents on behalf of the 

whole team. Use this link: https://polyu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_805VKgYHQooiege 

 

What project information do I need to submit? 

These are the items to prepare for submission: 

1. Personal and contact information of the Principal Applicant and team 

member(s) 

2. A pitching video link (no more than 5 minutes) using Google Drive (for Hong 

Kong or overseas applicants), or Microsoft OneDrive (for Chinese Mainland 

applicants). Links uploaded on other platforms will not be accepted. 

3. Pitch deck in PPT or PDF format (no more than 15 slides) 

4. Declaration form signed by the Principal Applicant and all team members 

5. (If applicable) Company registration document showing shareholding details. 

6. (If applicable) copies of student ID/ graduation certificate/ staff card of all team 

members 

7. (If applicable) Declaration of use of PolyU knowledge/ innovations/ 

technologies 

 

  

https://polyu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_805VKgYHQooiege
https://www.polyu.edu.hk/kteo/-/media/department/kteo/content/entrepreneurship_polyventures/future-challenge/ifc2026/updatedpolyu-ifc-2026declaration-form-for-principal-applicant-and-team-membersupdated.pdf?rev=0d993e8560564accbb13895aa4bf4221&hash=551D47227C791B317BB330998089BFDD
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What language should I use to prepare the PPT and video for project submission? 

• PPT Pitch Deck: You may submit your deck in either Chinese or English for all 

competition regions. 

• Video Submission (Hong Kong Region): You can use English, Cantonese, or 

Putonghua. 

• Video Submission (Chinese Mainland Regions): You can use Putonghua or 

English. 

• Regional Finals (Top 15 Teams): If your team advances to the Chinese Mainland 

regional finals, we highly recommend having a Putonghua speaker represent 

your team, as the local judging panels will have Putonghua speakers. 

 

What is the deadline for application? 

Please submit your project documents by: 

• 30 June 2026 - Qianhai and Jinjiang Regions 

• 2 August 2026 - Wuhan and Nanjing Regions 

• 1 September 2026 - Hong Kong Region 

• 13 September 2026 - Hefei Region 

• 20 September 2026 - Hangzhou Region 

• 4 October 2026 - Wuxi Region 

 

 

5. Transportation and Accommodation 

Do the team members attending the regional competition have to be the Principal 

Applicant? 

No, any team member can represent the team. 

 

Are transportation and accommodation covered by PolyU? 

Yes, for Chinese Mainland regions, return flights or trains between Hong Kong and the 

competition region, as well as local accommodation, will be covered. For the Hong Kong 

region, flights or trains, and accommodation will not be covered. 

 

How many team members per project will have flights or trains, and 

accommodation covered? 

PolyU will cover the flights or train, and accommodation expenses for a maximum of 

two (2) members per participating team. 

 

If I live in the UK and join the Hong Kong and Wuxi regions, will my transportation 

and accommodation be covered? 

For overseas participants shortlisted for the final 15 teams, the competition logistics are 

covered as follows: 
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• International Flights: We do NOT cover international flights between your home 

country (e.g., the UK) and the competition regions. 

• Flights or Trains: We will cover round-trip flights or trains between Hong Kong 

and the Chinese Mainland competition region (e.g., Hong Kong to Wuxi, and Wuxi 

to Hong Kong). 

• Accommodation: Local hotel accommodation in the respective competition 

region will be fully covered during the official competition period. 

 

Can I add or change team members after submitting the project documents? 

Yes, updates to your team composition are permitted under the following conditions: 

 

1. Submit a Request: Notify KTEO via email at polyu.ifc@polyu.edu.hk at least ten 

(10) days prior to the regional final date. 

2. Documentation: You must complete and attach a new Declaration Form for 

Principal Applicant and Team Member(s) and return it to polyu.ifc@polyu.edu.hk. 

3. KTEO Review: Please note that all amendments are subject to KTEO's final 

approval and absolute discretion. 

 

Can I add or change regions after submitting the project documents? 

Yes, adding or changing your competition region is possible, provided it is requested 

before the project submission deadline for that specific region. 

To request a change, please adhere to the following steps: 

 

1. Submit a Request: Notify KTEO via email at polyu.ifc@polyu.edu.hk in advance of 

the region's respective submission deadline dates below: 

 

• 30 June 2026 - Qianhai and Jinjiang Regions 

• 2 August 1026 - Wuhan and Nanjing Regions 

• 1 September 2026 - Hong Kong Region 

• 13 September 2026 - Hefei Region 

• 20 September 2026 - Hangzhou Region 

• 4 October 2026 - Wuxi Region 

 

2. KTEO Review: Please note that all amendments are subject to KTEO's final 

approval and absolute discretion. 

 

If I add or change team members and/or regions, would our transportation and 

accommodation still be covered? 

We will do our best to arrange coverage for any updates requested and approved at 

least 10 days prior to your regional final, but late changes cannot be guaranteed. 

 

 

mailto:polyu.ifc@polyu.edu.hk
https://www.polyu.edu.hk/kteo/-/media/department/kteo/content/entrepreneurship_polyventures/future-challenge/ifc2026/updatedpolyu-ifc-2026declaration-form-for-principal-applicant-and-team-membersupdated.pdf?rev=0d993e8560564accbb13895aa4bf4221&hash=551D47227C791B317BB330998089BFDD
https://www.polyu.edu.hk/kteo/-/media/department/kteo/content/entrepreneurship_polyventures/future-challenge/ifc2026/updatedpolyu-ifc-2026declaration-form-for-principal-applicant-and-team-membersupdated.pdf?rev=0d993e8560564accbb13895aa4bf4221&hash=551D47227C791B317BB330998089BFDD
mailto:polyu.ifc@polyu.edu.hk
mailto:polyu.ifc@polyu.edu.hk
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7. Awards and Funding 
 

If we win one of the Top 4 Awards (i.e. Diamond, Gold, Silver, Bronze Cups), what 

must we do to receive the cash prize? 

The Top 4-winning team must: 

1) Company Entity: establish a company entity and complete valid business 

registration in the respective award region, unless a registered company already 

exists there.  

2) InnoHub Admission: be admitted to the respective InnoHub under the PolyU 

Mainland Translational Research Institutes through a fast-track process, subject 

to final approval.  

3) Bank Account: open a bank account for the company registered in that region, 

and the cash prize will be released directly into that account. 

 

If we win one of the non-Top 4 Awards (i.e. Best Innovation Award, etc.) but do not 

have a registered company or company bank account, what happens? 

No additional conditions are required. If no company has been established and no 

company bank account exists, the cash prize will be disbursed into the Principal 

Applicant’s personal account. 

 

If we win one of the non-Top 4 Awards and already have a company bank account, 

what must we do? 

No additional conditions are required. The cash prize will be disbursed to the registered 

company’s bank account. 

 

 


