PolyU International Future Challenge 2026

Terms and Conditions
(For Reference Only)

A. Application

1.

By submitting an application and/or participating in PolyU International Future Challenge
2026 (the “PolyU IFC 2026” or the “Competition”), all participants (including the Principal
Applicant and all team members, hereinafter collectively referred to as “Participants” and
individually as a “Participant”) agree to accept and be bound by these Terms and Conditions.
If participant do not agree with these Terms and Conditions, please do not participate in the
Competition.

The organiser of the PolyU IFC 2026 is The Hong Kong Polytechnic University (the “Organiser”).
The Organiser reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to approve or reject any application
without giving any reason and without incurring any liability to any participant.

By applying for the PolyU IFC 2026, participants represent and warrant that all information
and materials submitted with the application are their original work and that they possess
rights, licenses, permissions, and consents necessary for the submission, and that the
information contained therein is accurate and complete.

All information and materials provided and submitted must be true, lawful, complete, and
valid. In cases of plagiarism, misappropriation, or fraud, the participants shall bear all
responsibilities and consequences.

Participants are prohibited from making, publishing, or disseminating through the Competition
any political, violent, discriminatory, illegal, infringing, hateful, or sexually suggestive
statements, comments, information, or materials, or any statements, comments, information,
or materials that demean, defame, or harm the reputation of the Competition, its sponsors, or
its partners.

Principal Applicant (the “PA”) and team members:

e Each individual member can participate in no more than three teams but can serve as the
PA for one team only. Any breach of this clause may result in the immediate
disqualification of all affected teams at the Organiser’s sole discretion.

e Each team must designate one PA, who shall serve as the main point of contact with the
Organiser.

e If there are any changes to the PA or team members, the current PA must inform the
Organiser and obtain its prior approval.

e Allteam members are required to sign the declaration form “PolyU IFC 2026 _Declaration
Form for Principal Applicant and Team Member(s).pdf” to confirm that they duly
authorise the PA to act on their behalf in connection with the submission of the
application to PolyU IFC 2026 and agree to be bound by all acts and decisions of the PA in
relation to the Competition.

PolyU IFC 2026 welcomes innovators and entrepreneurs from all over the world to
participate. Applications are open to all aged 18 or above at the time of application,
regardless of whether they are members of PolyU (including alumni, current staff, and
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students). Except for the Hong Kong Region, the Top Four Award-Winning Teams in each
region will be required to meet specified company establishment and/or incubation
requirements before receiving the cash prizes. For details, please refer to the “Section C.
Award Conditions and Important Notes for Award-Winning Teams” in this document.

8.  Project Submission:

e Teams can apply for multiple Competition regions.

e Thereis no limit on the number of team members.

e Any project that has been selected as one of the Top Four Award-Winning Teams in any
region of PolyU IFC 2025 or PolyU IFC 2026 shall not be eligible to participate again in
the Competition.

B. Competition Period and Related Event Arrangements

1. The Organiser reserves the right to change the date and formats of the Competition and
related events due to unforeseen circumstances and will provide updates/consultation to the
participants when necessary.

2.  Upon submission of applications, participants agree that their data may be shared with and
used by the Organiser for promotional and communication purposes in relation to the
Competition and related events, in accordance with the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance
(Cap. 486 of the Laws of Hong Kong). If any data is highly confidential or proprietary,
participants should specifically notify the Organiser so that special handling arrangements
may be considered.

3. Upon submission of applications, participants acknowledge and agree that the Organiser may
record the Competition and related events in any format, and may broadcast, stream, transmit,
publish, reproduce, or otherwise make such recordings available to the public by any means,
including live streaming, whether free of charge or for a fee. Participants hereby grant the
Organiser an irrevocable, perpetual, worldwide, royalty-free, and sub-licensable license to use
such recordings. Participants shall have no right to edit, object to, request removal of, or claim
any ownership or other interest in such recordings or broadcasts. All intellectual property
rights in such recordings and broadcasts shall vest in and belong to the Organiser exclusively.
Participants shall have no claim to any fees, compensation, revenue, or other proceeds
derived therefrom by the Organiser.

4. Photographs, audio recordings and video recordings taken during the Competition and related
events may be used for promotion and media coverage by the Organiser. Depending on the
circumstances, the Competition and related events may be conducted in person, online, or in
a hybrid format.

5. Participants shall bear all costs and expenses incurred in connection with their applications
and/or participation in the Competition and related events.
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C. Award Conditions and Important Notes for Award-Winning Teams

1. Top Four Award-Winning Teams: To receive the cash prizes, the Top Four Award-Winning
Teams must fulfil the following requirements within six months after the end of the relevant
Regional Final as conditions for receiving the cash prizes (except for the Hong Kong region).
a) To establish a company entity and complete valid business registration in the region

where the award is granted, unless the team has already established a registered
company in that region; and

b) To be admitted to the corresponding InnoHub under the PolyU Mainland Translational
Research Institute(s) (“MTRIs”) in the relevant award region via a fast-track process,
subject to the final approval of the relevant MTRIs at their sole discretion. In the event
that an Award-Winning Team is not admitted to the InnoHub, despite the team’s best
endeavours, the Organiser reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to waive this
requirement.

2. All Other Award-Winning Teams: All other awardees are not required to fulfil any additional
conditions.

3.  Following the Competition, the Organiser shall conduct due diligence on the Award-Winning
Teams, including verification of the authenticity of the application information, the eligibility
of the teams and their members, and inspection of original documents while collecting
copies.

4. The relevant cash prizes shall only be disbursed to the Award-Winning Teams after the
relevant team has successfully passed such due diligence and fulfilled all applicable conditions:

a) Top Four Award-Winning Teams — each cash prize shall be disbursed only to the company
account of a duly registered company entity with a valid business registration in the region
where the award is granted.

b) All other Award-Winning Teams — each cash prize shall be disbursed to the company
account of the team’s registered company, if one has already been established. If no
company has been established, the prize may be disbursed to the personal account of the
PA.

5. Any Award-Winning Team that fails to complete the applicable requirements within the time
prescribed by the Organiser shall be deemed to have forfeited and waived its entitlement to
the relevant award.

6. Alllocal, national or international taxes arising from the receipt of any cash prizes shall be the
sole responsibility of the respective Award-Winning Teams.
D. Intellectual Property (“IP”)

1. Participants do not have any rights, ownership, or interests in the Competition and related
events, website, or content, excluding participants’ own content.

2. Ingeneral, any IP and materials made or created by an employee during employment, or by a
student during studies at an educational institution, shall vest in the employer or the
institution upon creation, unless otherwise specified by the relevant organisation’s rules.
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3. Participation in the Competition shall not give a third party any rights or claims to such IP. Any
IP rights generated by the participants during the Competition process shall vest in the
participants.

Participants acknowledge that presenting their project in public segments of the Competition
may affect the patentability or novelty of their IP. The Organiser shall not be liable for any
unauthorised third-party copying, use or registration of any IP disclosed by Participants during
the Competition. (note: this is a warning to participants that public presentation can impact
patent novelty)

4. Participating teams shall carefully consider properly protecting their existing/newly generated
IP. The team and/or the company shall bear all the costs for such protection.

E. Limitation of Liability and Indemnity

1. Tothe maximum extent permitted by law, the Organiser shall not be liable to any Participant
for any direct, indirect, incidental, special, or consequential damages, loss of profits, revenue,
data, or business opportunities arising out of or in connection with the Competition, even if
advised of the possibility of such damages. (note: prevents participants from suing PolyU).

2. Participants agree to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the Organiser, from and against
any and all claims, losses, liabilities, damages, costs, and expenses (including legal fees) arising
out of any breach of these Terms and Conditions by the Participant, or any claim that the
Participant’s submission infringes the intellectual property or other rights of any third party.

F. Others

1. All the participants must comply to the Terms and Conditions set out above. The Organiser
reserves the right to disqualify any team that fails to comply with these Terms and Conditions
or the rules of the Competition.

2. The Organiser’s decisions in relation to the Competition, including eligibility, selection, awards,
disqualification, and interpretation of these Terms and Conditions, shall be final and binding.

3. To maintain openness, fairness and integrity of the Organiser, the Applicant and/or Team
and/or the Company should be aware of the following relevant clauses to fulfil the Probity
Requirements:

a) The Applicant and/or Team and/or the Company should observe the Prevention of
Bribery Ordinance (“POBQ”) (Cap. 201, Hong Kong Legislation) and prohibit its directors,
employees, sub-contractors, agents and other personnel who are in any way involved
in the project from offering, soliciting or accepting any advantages as defined in the
POBO in relation to the project.

b) The Applicant and/or Team and/or the Company is prohibited from offering any
advantages, whether directly or indirectly through a third party, to PolyU’s members of
the Council, committees and sub-committees, staff and advisors, while having dealings
of any kind with PolyU.
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c) The Applicant and/or Team and/or the Company is required to comply with anti-bribery
laws and regulations in foreign jurisdictions when conducting business overseas and/or
set up legal entities in foreign locations to support local operations.

d) The Applicant and/or Team and/or the Company must promptly declare and notify
PolyU in writing of any potential or actual conflicts of interest as soon as they become
aware of them. A conflict of interest includes, but is not limited to, situations where the
private interests of the Applicant and/or Team and/or the Company or its personnel
conflict with or compete with their role, duties, and impartiality under the Competition.

e) The Applicant and/or Team and/or the Company is required to take all necessary
measures (including by way of a code of conduct or contractual provisions) to ensure
that its directors, employees, sub-contractors, agents and other personnel who are in
any way involved in the project are aware of and comply with the requirements as set
out in this provision.

4. These Terms and Conditions shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws
of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. Any disputes arising out of or in connection
with the Competition shall be subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of Hong Kong.

In the event of any inconsistency or discrepancy between the English and Chinese versions of these
Terms and Conditions, the English version shall prevail.

--End --
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