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PolyU International Future Challenge 2026 
Terms and Conditions 

(For Reference Only)  
 

A. Application 

1. By submitting an application and/or participating in PolyU International Future Challenge 

2026 (the “PolyU IFC 2026” or the “Competition”), all participants (including the Principal 

Applicant and all team members, hereinafter collectively referred to as “Participants” and 

individually as a “Participant”) agree to accept and be bound by these Terms and Conditions. 

If participant do not agree with these Terms and Conditions, please do not participate in the 

Competition. 

2. The organiser of the PolyU IFC 2026 is The Hong Kong Polytechnic University (the “Organiser”). 

The Organiser reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to approve or reject any application 

without giving any reason and without incurring any liability to any participant. 

3. By applying for the PolyU IFC 2026, participants represent and warrant that all information 

and materials submitted with the application are their original work and that they possess 

rights, licenses, permissions, and consents necessary for the submission, and that the 

information contained therein is accurate and complete.  

4.      All information and materials provided and submitted must be true, lawful, complete, and 

valid. In cases of plagiarism, misappropriation, or fraud, the participants shall bear all 

responsibilities and consequences. 

5.      Participants are prohibited from making, publishing, or disseminating through the Competition 

any political, violent, discriminatory, illegal, infringing, hateful, or sexually suggestive 

statements, comments, information, or materials, or any statements, comments, information, 

or materials that demean, defame, or harm the reputation of the Competition, its sponsors, or 

its partners. 

6.     Principal Applicant (the “PA”) and team members: 

• Each individual member can participate in no more than three teams but can serve as the 

PA for one team only. Any breach of this clause may result in the immediate 

disqualification of all affected teams at the Organiser’s sole discretion. 

• Each team must designate one PA, who shall serve as the main point of contact with the 

Organiser. 

• If there are any changes to the PA or team members, the current PA must inform the 

Organiser and obtain its prior approval. 

• All team members are required to sign the declaration form “PolyU IFC 2026_Declaration 

Form for Principal Applicant and Team Member(s).pdf” to confirm that they duly 

authorise the PA to act on their behalf in connection with the submission of the 

application to PolyU IFC 2026 and agree to be bound by all acts and decisions of the PA in 

relation to the Competition. 

7.  PolyU IFC 2026 welcomes innovators and entrepreneurs from all over the world to 

participate. Applications are open to all aged 18 or above at the time of application, 

regardless of whether they are members of PolyU (including alumni, current staff, and 

https://sc2.polyu.edu.hk/kteo/competitions-and-events/polyu-ifc/polyu-ifc-2026/-/media/efcb6d0c52b44c17816315c0548dd74a.ashx
https://sc2.polyu.edu.hk/kteo/competitions-and-events/polyu-ifc/polyu-ifc-2026/-/media/efcb6d0c52b44c17816315c0548dd74a.ashx
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students). Except for the Hong Kong Region, the Top Four Award-Winning Teams in each 

region will be required to meet specified company establishment and/or incubation 

requirements before receiving the cash prizes. For details, please refer to the “Section C. 

Award Conditions and Important Notes for Award-Winning Teams” in this document.  

8.      Project Submission: 

• Teams can apply for multiple Competition regions. 

• There is no limit on the number of team members. 

• Any project that has been selected as one of the Top Four Award-Winning Teams in any 

region of PolyU IFC 2025 or PolyU IFC 2026 shall not be eligible to participate again in 

the Competition. 

 

B. Competition Period and Related Event Arrangements 

1. The Organiser reserves the right to change the date and formats of the Competition and 

related events due to unforeseen circumstances and will provide updates/consultation to the 

participants when necessary.  

2. Upon submission of applications, participants agree that their data may be shared with and 

used by the Organiser for promotional and communication purposes in relation to the 

Competition and related events, in accordance with the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance 

(Cap. 486 of the Laws of Hong Kong).  If any data is highly confidential or proprietary, 

participants should specifically notify the Organiser so that special handling arrangements 

may be considered. 

3. Upon submission of applications, participants acknowledge and agree that the Organiser may 

record the Competition and related events in any format, and may broadcast, stream, transmit, 

publish, reproduce, or otherwise make such recordings available to the public by any means, 

including live streaming, whether free of charge or for a fee. Participants hereby grant the 

Organiser an irrevocable, perpetual, worldwide, royalty-free, and sub-licensable license to use 

such recordings. Participants shall have no right to edit, object to, request removal of, or claim 

any ownership or other interest in such recordings or broadcasts. All intellectual property 

rights in such recordings and broadcasts shall vest in and belong to the Organiser exclusively. 

Participants shall have no claim to any fees, compensation, revenue, or other proceeds 

derived therefrom by the Organiser.  

4. Photographs, audio recordings and video recordings taken during the Competition and related 

events may be used for promotion and media coverage by the Organiser. Depending on the 

circumstances, the Competition and related events may be conducted in person, online, or in 

a hybrid format.  

5.      Participants shall bear all costs and expenses incurred in connection with their applications 

and/or participation in the Competition and related events.  
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C. Award Conditions and Important Notes for Award-Winning Teams 

1. Top Four Award-Winning Teams: To receive the cash prizes, the Top Four Award-Winning 

Teams must fulfil the following requirements within six months after the end of the relevant 

Regional Final as conditions for receiving the cash prizes (except for the Hong Kong region).  

a) To establish a company entity and complete valid business registration in the region 

where the award is granted, unless the team has already established a registered 

company in that region; and  

 

b) To be admitted to the corresponding InnoHub under the PolyU Mainland Translational 

Research Institute(s) (“MTRIs”) in the relevant award region via a fast-track process, 

subject to the final approval of the relevant MTRIs at their sole discretion. In the event 

that an Award-Winning Team is not admitted to the InnoHub, despite the team’s best 

endeavours, the Organiser reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to waive this 

requirement.  

 

2. All Other Award-Winning Teams: All other awardees are not required to fulfil any additional 

conditions. 

 

3. Following the Competition, the Organiser shall conduct due diligence on the Award-Winning 

Teams, including verification of the authenticity of the application information, the eligibility 

of the teams and their members, and inspection of original documents while collecting 

copies. 

 

4. The relevant cash prizes shall only be disbursed to the Award-Winning Teams after the 

relevant team has successfully passed such due diligence and fulfilled all applicable conditions: 

a) Top Four Award-Winning Teams – each cash prize shall be disbursed only to the company 

account of a duly registered company entity with a valid business registration in the region 

where the award is granted. 

b) All other Award-Winning Teams – each cash prize shall be disbursed to the company 

account of the team’s registered company, if one has already been established. If no 

company has been established, the prize may be disbursed to the personal account of the 

PA. 

 

5. Any Award-Winning Team that fails to complete the applicable requirements within the time 

prescribed by the Organiser shall be deemed to have forfeited and waived its entitlement to 

the relevant award. 

 

6. All local, national or international taxes arising from the receipt of any cash prizes shall be the 

sole responsibility of the respective Award-Winning Teams. 

D. Intellectual Property (“IP”) 

1.     Participants do not have any rights, ownership, or interests in the Competition and related 

events, website, or content, excluding participants’ own content.  

2. In general, any IP and materials made or created by an employee during employment, or by a 

student during studies at an educational institution, shall vest in the employer or the 

institution upon creation, unless otherwise specified by the relevant organisation’s rules. 
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3. Participation in the Competition shall not give a third party any rights or claims to such IP. Any 

IP rights generated by the participants during the Competition process shall vest in the 

participants. 

 Participants acknowledge that presenting their project in public segments of the Competition 

may affect the patentability or novelty of their IP. The Organiser shall not be liable for any 

unauthorised third-party copying, use or registration of any IP disclosed by Participants during 

the Competition. (note: this is a warning to participants that public presentation can impact 

patent novelty) 

4.     Participating teams shall carefully consider properly protecting their existing/newly generated 

IP. The team and/or the company shall bear all the costs for such protection. 

 

E. Limitation of Liability and Indemnity 

1. To the maximum extent permitted by law, the Organiser shall not be liable to any Participant 

for any direct, indirect, incidental, special, or consequential damages, loss of profits, revenue, 

data, or business opportunities arising out of or in connection with the Competition, even if 

advised of the possibility of such damages. (note: prevents participants from suing PolyU). 

2.     Participants agree to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the Organiser, from and against 

any and all claims, losses, liabilities, damages, costs, and expenses (including legal fees) arising 

out of any breach of these Terms and Conditions by the Participant, or any claim that the 

Participant’s submission infringes the intellectual property or other rights of any third party.  

 

F. Others 

1.     All the participants must comply to the Terms and Conditions set out above. The Organiser 

reserves the right to disqualify any team that fails to comply with these Terms and Conditions 

or the rules of the Competition.  

2.     The Organiser’s decisions in relation to the Competition, including eligibility, selection, awards, 

disqualification, and interpretation of these Terms and Conditions, shall be final and binding. 

3. To maintain openness, fairness and integrity of the Organiser, the Applicant and/or Team 

and/or the Company should be aware of the following relevant clauses to fulfil the Probity 

Requirements: 

a) The Applicant and/or Team and/or the Company should observe the Prevention of 

Bribery Ordinance (“POBO”) (Cap. 201, Hong Kong Legislation) and prohibit its directors, 

employees, sub-contractors, agents and other personnel who are in any way involved 

in the project from offering, soliciting or accepting any advantages as defined in the 

POBO in relation to the project. 

b) The Applicant and/or Team and/or the Company is prohibited from offering any 

advantages, whether directly or indirectly through a third party, to PolyU’s members of 

the Council, committees and sub-committees, staff and advisors, while having dealings 

of any kind with PolyU. 
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c) The Applicant and/or Team and/or the Company is required to comply with anti-bribery 

laws and regulations in foreign jurisdictions when conducting business overseas and/or 

set up legal entities in foreign locations to support local operations. 

d) The Applicant and/or Team and/or the Company must promptly declare and notify 

PolyU in writing of any potential or actual conflicts of interest as soon as they become 

aware of them. A conflict of interest includes, but is not limited to, situations where the 

private interests of the Applicant and/or Team and/or the Company or its personnel 

conflict with or compete with their role, duties, and impartiality under the Competition. 

e) The Applicant and/or Team and/or the Company is required to take all necessary 

measures (including by way of a code of conduct or contractual provisions) to ensure 

that its directors, employees, sub-contractors, agents and other personnel who are in 

any way involved in the project are aware of and comply with the requirements as set 

out in this provision. 

4. These Terms and Conditions shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws 

of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. Any disputes arising out of or in connection 

with the Competition shall be subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of Hong Kong. 

 

In the event of any inconsistency or discrepancy between the English and Chinese versions of these 

Terms and Conditions, the English version shall prevail. 

 

 

 

 

-- End --  
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理大國際未來挑戰賽 2026 

條款及細則 

(只供參考) 

 

A. 報名申請 

1.     凡提交報名申請及/或參加理大國際未來挑戰賽 2026（PolyU IFC 2026 或本挑戰賽），所

有參賽者（包括主申請人及所有團隊成員，以下統稱為「參賽者」，單稱為「參賽

者」）即同意接受本條款及細則約束。如閣下不同意這些條款，請勿參加本挑戰賽。 

2.      理大國際未來挑戰賽之主辦單位為香港理工大學（主辦單位）。主辦單位有權全權酌

情決定批准或拒絕任何申請，而無須提供任何理由，亦無須承擔任何責任。 

3.      參賽者必須聲明並保證申請時提交的所有資訊及材料均為原創，並擁有提交資訊及材

料所需之所有權利、授權、許可和同意，且其中的資訊準確而完整。  

4.      參賽者填寫及提交之資訊及材料必須真實、合法、完整、有效。如有抄襲、盜用、詐

欺等行為，參賽者須承擔一切責任及後果。 

5.      參賽者不得透過本挑戰賽發表任何涉及政治、暴力、歧視、非法、侵權、仇恨、性暗

示的言論、評論或任何資訊及材料，或發布任何貶低、誹謗或有損害本挑戰賽、其贊

助商或合作夥伴聲譽之言論、評論或任何資訊及材料。  

6.      主申請人（PA）及團隊成員： 

• 每人最多可以參加三支團隊，但只能擔任一支團隊的主申請人。 

• 每支團隊必須確定一位主申請人，並作為與主辦單位主要溝通的聯絡人。 

• 如果主申請人或團隊成員有任何變動，現任主申請人必須事前通知主辦單位及獲其

批准。 

• 所有團隊成員均需簽署「主申請人及團隊成員聲明表」，授權團隊之主申請人代表

其提交本挑戰賽報名申請，並同意就主申請人在比賽中採取之所有行動接受約束。 

• 任何違反本條款之行為，主辦單位保留全權酌情決定立即取消所有相關團隊參賽資

格的權利。 

7.   本挑戰賽歡迎全球創新創業者參與，無論是否理大成員（包括校友、現職職員、學生）

均可報名；除香港賽區外，各賽區前四名獲獎團隊須符合指定之公司設立及／或孵化

要求，方可領取現金獎項。詳細內容請參考本文件之「C. 得獎團隊領獎條件及須知」。 

8.  有關項目提交： 

• 每支團隊可同時報名參加多個賽區。 

• 團隊成員數目不限。 

• 如相關項目曾於理大國際未來挑戰賽 2025 或 2026 的任何賽區中獲前四名獎項，將

不可參賽。 

 

https://sc2.polyu.edu.hk/kteo/competitions-and-events/polyu-ifc/polyu-ifc-2026/-/media/efcb6d0c52b44c17816315c0548dd74a.ashx
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9. 法定行為能力及未成年人保護：所有參賽者在報名時必須年滿 18 歲。任何未滿 18 歲

的參賽者，在註冊或參加本挑戰賽前，必須獲得其家長或法定監護人的事前書面同意

（其格式須符合主辦單位要求）。 

B. 本挑戰賽期間及相關活動安排 

1.      一旦提交報名申請，參賽者即同意主辦單位根據香港法例第 486 章《個人資料（私隱）

條例》收集、共享並使用其個人資料，用於與本挑戰賽及相關活動之宣傳及溝通目的。

如任何資料屬高度機密或專有資料，參賽者應於提交時特別以書面通知主辦單位，以

便考慮作出特別處理安排。 

2. 主辦單位保留因不可預見的情況更改活動日期及形式之權利，並適時通知參賽者有關

更新。  

 

3. 本挑戰賽及相關活動期間拍攝的照片及影片或會被主辦單位用於宣傳及媒體報道。根

據具體情況，本挑戰賽及相關活動或會以線下、線上或混合形式進行。  

 

4. 一經提交報名申請，參賽者即確認並同意，主辦單位有權錄製本挑戰賽及相關活動並

以任何方式（包括但不限於現場直播）廣播、串流直播或傳輸本挑戰賽及相關活動，

讓公眾免費或付費參加、觀看及/或收看本挑戰賽及相關活動（包括各賽區決賽及/或

總決賽）。參賽者特此授予主辦單位一項不可撤銷的、永久的、全球性的、免版稅的

及可轉授權的許可，以使用該等錄音或錄影。參賽者無權編輯、反對或要求刪除這些

錄音或廣播，且不得以任何形式擁有這些錄音或廣播的任何權利、所有權或權益。這

些錄音或廣播的所有知識產權均屬主辦單位所有，且為主辦單位之財產。參賽者無權

索取主辦單位從公眾收到的任何補償，或主辦單位取自分發、廣播或授權所獲得的任

何收入。 

  

5. 參賽者應自行承擔因報名或參加本挑戰賽而產生的一切費用及開支。  

  

C.   得獎團隊領獎條件及須知 

1. 各賽區前四名獲獎團隊：前四名獲獎團隊須於相應賽區決賽結束後的六個月內完成以

下要求，作為領取獎項的條件（香港賽區除外） 

a) 於獲獎賽區所在區域設立公司並完成有效商業登記；如獲獎團隊於該區域已註

冊公司，則毋須另行設立；及 

b) 透過快速通道獲准進駐獲獎賽區相對應之香港理工大學內地技術創新研究院

（MTRIs）轄下孵化中心（InnoHub），惟最終批准與否，須由有關研究院全權

酌情決定。如獲獎團隊已盡最大努力，但其入駐申請仍被相關研究院（MTRIs）

拒絕，主辦單位保留全權酌情免除此要求的權利。 
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2. 其他獲獎團隊：其他所有獲獎者無須符合任何額外條件。 

 

3. 本挑戰賽結束後，主辦單位將對獲獎團隊進行盡職審查，核實報名資訊之真實性、團

隊及其成員的參賽資格，並在收集文件副本時審查原件。 

 

4. 相關現金獎項僅可在獲獎團隊成功通過相關盡職調查並滿足所有適用條件後，發放給

獲獎團隊： 

 

a) 前四名獲獎團隊 ：每筆現金獎項僅可發放至獲獎賽區內正式註冊成立並持有有效

商業登記之公司的公司帳戶。 

b) 其他所有獲獎團隊 ：如團隊已成立註冊公司，則現金獎項須發放至該團隊註冊公司

的公司帳戶。如尚未成立公司，現金獎項可能發放至主申請人的個人帳戶。 

 

 

5. 任何獲獎團隊如未能在主辦單位規定時間內完成並達到要求，將被視為放棄獲獎。 

 

6. 因領取任何現金獎項而產生的所有本地、國家或國際稅款，均由獲獎團隊自行承擔。 

 

D.  知識產權 

1. 參賽者並不擁有主辦單位的活動、網站或其內容（參賽者自己的內容除外）之任何權

利、所有權或權益。 

 

2. 除非機構另有規定，一般而言，僱員在受僱期間，或學生在院校學習期間所製作及創

作的知識產權及資料，自製作及創作之日起，均歸於僱主或院校所有。 

 

3. 參加本挑戰賽不會賦予第三方對這些知識產權的任何權利或主張。參賽者在本挑戰賽

過程中所產生與其相關之知識產權歸參賽者所有。參賽者知悉，在本挑戰賽的公開環

節中展示其項目，可能會影響其知識產權的專利申請資格或新穎性。主辦單位對於第

三方在挑戰賽期間複製、使用或登記參賽者披露的任何知識產權概不負責。 

 

4. 參賽團隊應慎重考慮妥善保護其現有/新產生的知識產權。團隊及/或公司應承擔所有相

關保護之費用。 

 

E. 責任限制及保障 

1. 在適用法律允許的最大範圍內，主辦單位對於參賽者因參加本挑戰賽或與之相關而產

生的任何直接、間接、附帶、特別或相應而生的損害、利潤損失、收入損失、數據遺

失或商業機會損失，概不承擔任何責任，即使主辦單位已被告知該等損害的可能性。 
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2. 參賽者同意捍衛、賠償並使主辦單位免受因參賽者違反本條款及細則，或因參賽者提

交之材料侵犯任何第三方知識產權或其他權利而引起之任何及所有索償、損失、責任、

損害、成本及開支（包括法律開支）。 

 F. 其他 

1.   所有參賽者均必須遵守上述條款及細則。主辦單位保留取消任何不遵守本條款及細則或

本挑戰賽規則之團隊參賽資格的權利。 

2.  主辦單位就本挑戰賽作出之一切決定，包括但不限於參賽資格、評審結果、獎項安排、

取消資格及本條款及細則之解釋，均為最終及具約束力。 

3.  為維護主辦單位的公開、公平及誠信，參賽者及／或團隊及／或公司應注意以下相關條

款，以符合誠信要求： 

a) 參賽者及／或團隊及／或公司應遵守《防止賄賂條例》（香港法例第 201 章），並

禁止其董事、僱員、分包商、代理人及其他以任何方式參與該項目的相關人員，就

該項目提供、索取或接受《防止賄賂條例》所界定的任何利益。 

b) 參賽者及／或團隊及／或公司在與主辦單位進行任何形式的往來時，不得直接或透

過第三方間接向大學的校董會成員、各委員會及小組委員會成員、教職員及顧問提

供任何利益。 

c) 參賽者及／或團隊及／或公司在海外開展業務及／或在境外設立法律實體以支持當

地運營時，須遵守當地的反賄賂法律及法規。 

d) 參賽者及／或團隊及／或公司一旦知悉任何潛在或實際的利益衝突，必須立即以書

面形式向主辦單位作出申報及通知。利益衝突包括但不限於參賽者及／或團隊及／

或公司或其人員的私人利益，與其在本挑戰賽下的角色、職責及公正性發生衝突或

競爭的情況。 

e) 參賽者及／或團隊及／或公司須採取一切必要措施（包括透過行為守則或合約條

款），確保其董事、僱員、分包商、代理人及其他以任何方式參與該項目的相關人

員，知悉並遵守本條文所訂明的要求。 

4.   本條款及細則應受香港特別行政區法律管轄並依其解釋。凡因本挑戰賽引起或與之相關 

的任何爭議，均應提交香港法院專屬管轄。  

 

如中、英文兩個版本有任何抵觸或不相符之處，應以英文版本為準。 

 

 

 

-- 完 -- 


