Subject Description Form
	Subject Code
	ISE5699

	Subject Title
	Dissertation

	Credit Value
	9

	Level
	5

	Pre-requisite/Co-requisite/Exclusion
	Completed at least four subjects with a GPA of 2.5 or above

	Objectives


	The aim of this subject is to equip students with the ability to 
1. independently conduct investigatory work;
2. formulate problem(s) and develop appropriate research methodology;
3. write professional dissertations with master-level standard.

	Intended Learning Outcomes


	Upon completion of this subject, students will be able to
a. state the project objectives, identify the problems and constraints, and align appropriate methods and solutions to resolve these problems;
b. demonstrate in-depth knowledge of an area in knowledge management that belongs to the core part of the project;
c. demonstrate knowledge of the scope and limitations of knowledge management techniques adopted in the project;
d. perform scientific and logical analyses of data collected from the project, as well as to draw appropriate conclusions that address the project objectives;
e. produce a dissertation, which should be an exposition of the student's own work and ideas.

	Teaching/Learning Methodology 


	The student and the academic supervisor should coordinate with each other periodically to discuss the progress of the dissertation. The academic supervisor provides guidance and advice to the student on the style of the dissertation presentation, among others. Academic and professional supervisors shall coordinate with each other, if necessary. The academic supervisor may be contacted for consultation at the university/student's workplace. 

A professional supervisor, if appointed, is expected to help in the assessment of the student’s effort in the workplace (i.e., during oral examination) and to provide assurance that the student's work has been done independently. If the work for the dissertation forms part of a group endeavor within the student's organization, it is essential that the student's personal contribution be identified and that the professional supervisor can pinpoint the student’s major contribution.
In cases wherein no suitable professional supervisor has been identified, a student may seek an academic supervisor in behalf of the professional supervisor. If the dissertation topic focuses on the student's workplace, visit(s) to the said workplace should be conducted by the academic supervisor. 
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	Assessment Methods in Alignment with Intended Learning Outcomes


	Specific assessment methods/tasks 
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The oral examination requires the student to demonstrate his/her mastery of the problem domain, project objectives, methodology, data collection and analysis, and formulation of recommendations and evaluations (if appropriate). The student is expected to maintain regular contact with the supervisor and provide updates on the progress at all stages of the project. The dissertation is a complete report demonstrating the scholarly work of the student throughout the duration of the project.

	Student Study Effort Expected 

	Class contact:
	

	
	· Meetings and Oral Presentation
	 18 Hrs.

	
	Other student study effort:
	

	
	· Project/Research work
	 240 Hrs.

	
	· Dissertation writing 
	90 Hrs.

	
	Total student study effort 
	348 Hrs.

	Reading List and References
	1. Blaxter, L., et al. 2001, How to Research, 2nd edn, Open University Press
2. Celsi, M. W., Money, A. H., Samouel, P., & Page, M. J. (2011). Essentials of business research methods. ME Sharpe.
3. Neville, C. (2010). The complete guide to referencing and avoiding plagiarism. McGraw-Hill International.
4. Murray, R. 2002, How to Write a Thesis, Open University Press
Additional reading materials may be provided by the academic supervisor.
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