Subject Description Form
	Subject Code
	ISE529

	Subject Title
	Dissertation

	Credit Value
	9

	Level
	5

	Pre-requisite /     Co-requisite/
Exclusion
	After the completion of the fourth subject with a GPA at 2.5 or above.

	Objectives


	The explicit objectives of each project will be vary but in general, the dissertation will provide students with: 
1. the competence in conducting research and development. 

2. the skills in applying advanced knowledge/theory to solve a problem.


	Intended Learning Outcomes


	Upon completion of the dissertation, students will be able to:

a.  conduct presentation regarding the overall work done in a logical manner.
b.  have good time control in the project period and the work performed is up to standard.
c.  compile a dissertation that should be an exposition of a student's own work and ideas, and is qualified for the Master degree.  

	Teaching/Learning Methodology 


	The student and academic supervisor should contact each other from time to time to discuss the progress. The academic supervisor will provide guidance to the student and advice on the style of dissertation presentation, etc. Academic and professional supervisors will liaise as circumstances require. The academic supervisor will be available for consultation at the University/at the student's workplace according to circumstances. 

A professional supervisor is to be able to assess the student’s effort in the workplace, assist in the conduct of the oral examination, and provide assurance that the student's work has been independently done. If the work for the dissertation forms part of a group endeavor within the student's organization, it is essential that the student's personal contribution can be identified and that the professional supervisor can speak for the part which the student has played. 

In cases where no suitable professional supervisor can be found, a student may find a second academic supervisor to take the place of the professional supervisor. If the dissertation topic is based in the student's workplace, visits to the student's place of work by the academic supervisor(s) will be necessary. 

	Assessment Methods in Alignment with Intended Learning Outcomes


	Specific assessment methods/tasks 

% weighting

Intended subject learning outcomes to be assessed (Please tick as appropriate)

a

b

c

d

e

1. Oral Exam
30%
(
2. Progress
20%
(
3. Dissertation
50%
(
Total

100 %




	Student Study Effort Required 

	Class contact:
	

	
	· Meeting and Oral Presentation
	 20 Hrs.

	
	· 
	

	
	Other student study effort:
	

	
	· Project/Research work
	 300 Hrs.

	
	· Dissertation writing 
	100  Hrs.

	
	Total student study effort 
	420 Hrs.

	Reading List and References
	1. Blaxter, L., et al (2001) How to research, 2nd edition, Open University Press.
2. Bryman, A. (1989) Research Methods and Organization Studies, Routledge.
3. Campbell, W.G., et al (1990) Forms and Style: Thesis, reports, term papers, 8th ed., Boston, Houghton Mifflin.
4. Murray, Rowena (2002) How to write a thesis, Open University Press.
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