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Briefing Note on Government Subsidy 
(Sponsored by Education Bureau) 

 

This briefing note is prepared for PolyU students and Academic Units submitting 
Individual Application or Group Application respectively for the 2019-20 IAO Study 
Abroad Fund (SAF). Government Subsidy is available to eligible students undertaking 
2019-20 SAF funded activities. Please read carefully the details below and make 
application to Government Subsidy as appropriate.   

 

Government Subsidy Schemes 

Means-tested Schemes 

1. Scheme for Subsidy on Exchange (SSE) 
2. Scheme for Means-tested Subsidy on Exchange to "Belt and Road" Regions (Means-

tested SSEBR) 

Non-means-tested Scheme 

Non-means-tested Subsidies on Exchange to "Belt and "Road" Regions (Non-means-tested 
SSEBR) 
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Eligibility Criteria 

Means-tested Schemes 

Eligibility 

• Local student with a Hong Kong Identity Card and enrolled in full-time undergraduate 
programme; and  

• Recipient of grant under the Tertiary Student Finance Scheme – Publicly-funded 
Programmes by Student Finance Office; OR Your family member is a recipient of the 
Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) 
 

1. Scheme for Subsidy on Exchange (SSE) 
• Participate in an outbound learning activity in any region for at least 14 days 
• SSE is available once throughout the undergraduate studies 

 
2. Scheme for Means-tested Subsidy on Exchange to "Belt and Road" Regions  

(Means-tested SSEBR) 
• Participate in an outbound learning activity in a "Belt and Road" Regions (except Chinese 

mainland, Taiwan and Macau) for at least 5 days  
• Means-tested SSEBR is available twice at most at two different "Belt and Road" regions, 

subject to maximum amount of subsidy to be received, i.e. HK$60,000, discounted by 
level of student finance approved by the Student Finance Office (SFO). 
 

 

Non-means-tested Scheme 

Eligibility 

• Local student with a Hong Kong Identity Card and enrolled in full-time undergraduate 
programme 
 

Non-means-tested Subsidies on Exchange to "Belt and Road" Regions (Non-means-tested 
SSEBR) 

• Participate in an outbound learning activity in any "Belt and Road" Region (except Chinese 
mainland, Taiwan and Macau) for at least 5 days 

• Non-means-tested SSEBR is available once throughout the undergraduate studies. 

 

 

https://beltandroad.hktdc.com/en/country-profiles/country-profiles.aspx
https://beltandroad.hktdc.com/en/country-profiles/country-profiles.aspx
https://beltandroad.hktdc.com/en/country-profiles/country-profiles.aspx
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Subsidy Amount  

Means-tested Schemes 

1. Scheme for Subsidy on Exchange (SSE) 
2. Scheme for Means-tested Subsidy on Exchange to "Belt and Road" Regions (Means-

tested SSEBR) 

The amount of Government Subsidy is calculated by applying the approved level of student 
finance to the maximum level of subsidy based on the latest available application result from 
Student Finance Office (SFO). The amount of financial level will be adjusted upward to 50% if the 
level of student finance approved by SFO is lower than 50%. 

Formula = (Destination + Duration) x Grant %  (in HK$) 

Destination Subsidy 
Amount  

 

+ 

Duration Subsidy 
Amount  

 

x 

Proportion of 
Grant (%) 
approved as 
advised by 
The Student 
Finance Office 
(SFO) 

Asia  
(Incl. Middle East) 3,000 #5-13 days 3,500 

Africa 7,000 14-28 days 6,000 
Oceania & Europe 8,000 29-90 days 10,000 

North America 9,000 91-180 days 25,000 
Central & South 

America & Caribbean 15,000 Over 180 days 45,000 

# Applies to Means-tested SSEBR only. 
 
Non-means-tested Scheme 

Non-means-tested Subsidies on Exchange to "Belt and "Road" Regions (Non-means-tested 
SSEBR) 

# Applies to Means-tested SSEBR only. 

 

Formula = Destination + Duration (in HK$) 

Destination Subsidy 
Amount 

 

+ 

Duration Subsidy 
Amount  

Asia (Incl. Middle East) 900 #5-13 days 1,050 
Africa 2,100 14-28 days 1,800 

Oceania & Europe 2,400 29-90 days 3,000 
Central & South America & 

Caribbean 4,500 
91-180 days 7,500 

Over 180 days 13,500 
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How to apply? 

2019-20 SAF Individual Applicant  

• Students to indicate the selection of type of Government Subsidy through online 
application form.  

2019-20 SAF Group Application  

• Academic unit hosting the Group activity to collect the preference of students on the type 
of Government Subsidy to apply for. 

For students who are eligible and wish to apply for Means-tested Schemes for the 2019-20 
SAF funded activities, approval letter from the Student Finance Office (SFO) is required. Such 
letter shall be submitted either (1) through the online application made by Individual Applicants, 
or (2) to Academic Units as the host of Group activity.  

 
Sample of Approval Letter from SFO 

 


