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Various heritage assets in the urban landscapes are now being transformed into spaces for tourism activities, settings for “staged” tourist experiences,  ‘unique’ icons for place branding and structural elements in the tourist opportunity spectrum.  This is a universal trend in the tourism market. So the challenge is to understand what makes the difference between places; the presence of tangible heritage buildings, complexes and cultural landscapes differs greatly in terms of quantity and scale, quality of conservation, cohesion in time and space. This implies that the opportunities and conditions to develop an attractive and sustainable tourism destination are unequal. 

Awareness of the comparative advantages is only a first step in the process of tourism development.  Tourism potential not only depends on what or how much the place has to offer, but far more on the way in which, cultural, human and financial resources are managed in view of a cultural economy.

The presentation intends to open a discussion on the role of architecture in the process of tourismscaping, on architectural icons and values  as a distinguishing factor in the competitive arena. Controversies between conservation policies for heritage and inscribing new values in the strategic planning of urban landscapes are common. It needs endogenous capacities and planning skills to find the right balance for a sustainable tourism development. Sustaining cohesion in the urban landscape in terms of time and space, of scale and location, between historic landmarks and new architectural flagships requires new inspiring planning concepts and innovative models. The tourismscapes of the future are built on dynamic networks and on a sustainable consensus between the different stakeholders. 

The development of an integrative planning approach to urban tourism and cultural dynamism is a high priority now on many policy agenda.
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