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Australia’s endangered remnant rainforests are threatened by increasing visitation and management philosophies that regard visitors as a necessary evil. This project, funded by the Australian Research Council (ARC), investigates the willingness of protected area visitors in Australian rainforest settings to engage in focused lifelong activism that benefits those parks, toward the design of a prototype protected area where all visitors are invited to participate in activities such as exotic vegetation control, replanting, interpretation, research, donating, fundraising and bequesting that enhance park biodiversity whilst providing a high quality personal visitor experience. The data are currently being collected at gateway locations in Springbrook and Lamington National Parks in the Gold Coast hinterland, and at least 1,000 returned 8-page questionnaires are expected by the end of April, 2011. Cluster analysis will be used to divide the respondents into relatively uniform segments on the basis of activity preference, and these segments then will be compared for statistically significant differences against the independent variables of site interaction, site loyalty, motivation, barriers, psychographics, and demographics. This is the first presentation of outcomes from the first major empirical study to enable tourism/conservation symbiosis through mass visitor lifelong engagement.

