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The purpose of this paper will be to initiate a dialogue concerning the implications of the increasingly common journal rankings and related faculty and institutional research performance assessment and reward systems for the content and disciplinary breadth of scholarly tourism research. The phenomenon of journal ranking and research quality evaluation systems is perhaps the most profound change in our research community in the last decade.  Yet, there has been little discussion of its implications.  

Over the past three decades we have witnessed a proliferation of tourism research journals.  A few of these journals have been generic in focus, publishing a broad range of topics and methodologies.  Most, however, have been specialized on an increasingly narrow set of topics.  One of the comments common to the announcements of these new journals has been the need to provide a venue for a specific type of research.  Some journals have chosen to increase publication frequency in response to a strong flow of manuscript submissions and high rejection rates. Other journals struggle to receive a healthy flow of submissions. This proliferation of journals is not unique to tourism.  Rather, it is common across most fields of inquiry.  

Historically, faculty reward systems have focused on the importance of publishing in refereed journals (Parasuraman, 2007).  With the proliferation of journals, there has been a growing concern for identifying 'top tier' journals (Page, 2003).  This concern has been driven by at least two issues.  First, faculty evaluation systems, particularly for promotion and tenure and more recently the trend toward assessments of institutional research quality and performance , are increasingly concerned with the 'impact' of a scholar’s research.  This concern for impact led initially to author citation analyses and more recently to attempts to quantify journal 'impact factors' (Xiao and Smith, 2008).  Importantly, these impact factors are largely driven by the number of times that papers are cited.  Logically, this has the potential to encourage a narrower, less diverse range of research, thereby lending some credence to the claim that the top tier journals limit the field. Second, the qualification of 'top tier' research journals creates a surrogate measure for research quality.  Efforts to create objective faculty research evaluation and incentive systems support the need for such measures.  

Numerous studies exist examining the contents of the published tourism research.  Included in these studies are efforts to examine trends in research topics (Xiao and Smith, 2005), trends in research methodologies (Xiao and Smith, 2006), efforts to rank academic units on research productivity (Jogaratnam, Chon, McCleary, Mena, and Yoo, 2005), and even efforts to rank individual researchers (Law et al., 2009; McKercher, 2008; Zhao and Ritchie, 2007).  More recently, these studies have evolved to include efforts to examine article citation patterns as an effort to address such issues as patterns of evolution and interdisciplinary research.  Importantly, to the authors knowledge, all of these studies have focused on 'top tier' journals.  There is virtually no systematic knowledge of the differences in the research published in 'top tier' journals as compared to other levels of journal quality.

Using the journal ranking system recently completed by the Australian Research Council for that country's research quality assessment program (known as Excellence in Research for Australia), this research will extend this enquiry further by conducting a content analysis of a sample of published articles stratified by journal rank.  This content analysis will examine differences in research topics, methodologies, and citations by journal level. On the basis of the findings produced, the proposed chapter will examine the influence of and implications for scholarly journals and tourism research.
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