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This study, based on analyzing the literature published mainly in English journals, categorized and evaluated overseas tourism studies on China in terms of academic interests and how the authors conducted their research; as well discussed the future of tourism studies on China as a cosmopolitan academic area. The first basic finding is that among all the research, those conducted by overseas Chinese scholars (including students) and their collaborative research with foreign-native scholars are dominant in quantity, and mainly centered in the areas of hospitality and service, tourist consumer behavior and destination marketing, tourism geography and planning. The second basic finding is that both foreign-native scholars who once conducted independent on-site field work in China and overseas Chinese scholars as a whole showed decaying academic interests on tourism in China over time. The third basic finding/judgment is that field work and its quality is a key factor in determining the theoretical contribution of tourism studies on China. Tourism development in China over the past 30 years since the opening-up policy in 1978, is in itself a worthwhile research object for theoretical construction. Therefore, the future of tourism studies on China as a cosmopolitan academic area lies in developing theoretical structure through studies not only rooted profoundly in China’s practices of tourism development, but also having dialogues with existing Western theories.
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