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Abstract 
The boundaries of tourism and tourism studies are constantly changing. Therefore, we could say that “tourism is a term waiting to be deconstructed” as Chris Rojek and John Urry once stated. Further, as Anne-Marie d’Hauteserre has demonstrated in her paper on the post-colonial tourism, the study of tourism is most fruitful when different modes of analysis are brought together. Looking at the recent trend of Japanese international tourism, one could observe a blurring genre of tourism and migration. This is the case with Japanese women who are married with Balinese men after repeated visits to Bali, young Japanese travelers in Bangkok who escape from Japan to Thailand seeking an easier life, and elderly Japanese people who spend their retirement lives in Malaysia and other Southeast Asian countries. In these cases the distinctions between traveling and dwelling, and between tourism and migration, has become blurred. These travelers may be what Machiko Sato has called “lifestyle migrants.” However, they are actually neither tourists nor migrants: They are living in-between. By examining these cases, this paper attempts to bridge tourism and migration studies which are usually considered different areas of studies. In so doing, the paper explores a new field of study of the human mobility in the globalized world. 
