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RESEARCH INTERESTS:

My current research interest has primarily focused on the two functional arms of mast cell biology,
i.e. their classical role in allergy and the more recently appreciated roles in innate and adaptive

immunity. Both of

these two lines of research are based on IgG immune complex-mediated

regulation of mast cell apoptosis and activation. The overall goal is to develop strategies to limit the

“negative impact”

of mast cells in allergy, e.g. by reducing mast cell numbers through induction of

apoptosis; and conversely to exploit the regulatory functions of mast cells in health, e.g. by
optimizing their adjuvant activity in boosting vaccination against infection.
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