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Pre-requisite / N/A
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Objectives

This subject covers two important areas in language learning,
discourse analysis (Part I) and corpus linguistics (Part II)

Part I covers discourse analysis, an area of linguistics that
examines how language is used in society. This part aims to: 1)
raise students’ awareness of how language is often manipulated,
shaped to achieve writers’ purposes; and 2) introduce the various
linguistic tools and frameworks that can be applied in the
analysis of real-life texts.

Part II explores corpus linguistics. It aims to develop students’
skills in designing /executing /evaluating corpora, conducting
corpus analysis and undertaking corpus linguistic research
projects

The subject examines how the fields of discourse analysis and
genre analysis can be combined with corpus linguistics in data-
driven studies on language use.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

a) Critically analyse a range of genres and registers using a
variety of theories and analytical frameworks in terms of their
organisational structure;

b) Make use of critical discourse analysis, and other relevant
theories and frameworks, to examine the ideologies expressed
by speakers and writers;

c) Develop professional corpora;

d) Utilise corpus linguistics software critically to interrogate
corpora;

e) Leverage the theories and frameworks covered in the subject
to conduct discourse analysis and genre analysis;

f) Combine corpus linguistics and discourse analysis in studies
on language use in professional contexts.




Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

Discourse analysis

The role of context in discourse analysis

Pragmatics / Conversation Analysis

Critical discourse analysis

Discourse through narrative analysis

Principles and practice of corpus linguistics

Corpus design, compilation and annotation

Corpus analysis tools and software

Interfaces between corpus linguistics and other linguistic
disciplines

Teaching/Learning
Methodology

Concepts, theories, and analytical tools are explained in the
lectures, illustrated by recent research findings and case studies.
Interactive activities based on examples are provided throughout
to enable students to develop insights into the theories and
frameworks used in discourse analysis and corpus linguistics.
Students are encouraged to share discourses form their own
professional contexts and to critically analyse them with their
fellow students. Opportunities will be provided for students to
work in pair/team so as to develop their teamwork skills, and to
foster leadership skills.

Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

Specific % Intended subject learning
assessment weighting | outcomes to be assessed
methods/tasks (Please tick as appropriate)

a b c d e f

1. Participation 20% Vv VY VYV
2. Discourse 40% v v Y

analysis paper.

(2,500 words)

3. Corpus 40% v IV |V |V vV |V

linguistics mini-
project. Conduct a
project and
present the
findings (orally
and) in a written
report ( 2,500
words)

Total 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in
assessing the intended learning outcomes:

The two written assignments cover all of the intended learning
outcomes. The emphasis throughout is to enable students to




acquire the critical analytical skills required to be discourse
analysts and corpus linguists.

The participation element is designed to facilitate students’
achievement of the intended learning outcomes. It assesses
students’ critical thinking in responding to teacher
questions/prompts, their analytical skills when participating in
group/peer discussions, and their clarity in expressing views and
presenting arguments.

Student Study Effort | Class contact:
Expected
» Interactive lectures - 13 weeks x 3hrs 39 Hrs.
Other student study effort:
» Assignments plus reading 126 Hrs.
Total student study effort 165 Hrs.
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