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Subject Code FH2CN06Y 

Subject Title 
Women and their Everyday Life in Imperial China  

中國古代女性的日常生活 

Credit Value 3 

Level 2 

Pre-requisite/ 

Co-requisite/ 

Exclusion 

Nil. 

Objectives 

 

The aim of this course is to acquaint students with a gender perspective 
on Chinese culture and society. By studying different aspects concerning 
the lifestyle of traditional Chinese women, the course will demonstrate 
how women in traditional society showcase their agency in everyday 
life. The following questions will be explored: femininity as expressed in 
Imperial China, how imperial Chinese women responded to traditional 
morality? Why have women and gender issues constituted an intrinsic 
part of Chinese history?  

Intended Learning 

Outcomes 

(Note 1) 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 
A: have a fundamental understanding of tenets and cultural 
phenomenon concerning women in traditional China; 
B: grasp key concepts of Chinese women studies and Chinese women’s 
history; 
C: gain new perspectives in evaluating stereotypical understanding that 
labeled traditional Chinese women as the repressed and the silenced; 
D: develop aesthetic sensitivity to the lives of traditional Chinese 
women; 
E: develop library and web-based research skills relevant to women 
studies.  

Subject Synopsis/ 

Indicative Syllabus 

(Note 2)  

1. Introduction: Women’s roles and gender relation in traditional society 
2. Female virtues: history and influence 
3. The inner quarters and beyond 
4. “Without talent is a virtue”? Women’s education and educated 
women 5. Marriage, sex, and family relations 
6. Household management: empowering or disempowering women 
7. Women’s health care and moral concerns  
8. Women’s fashion: clothing, accessories, and aesthetic trends 
9. Women’s occupations and professional women 
10. Entertainments and festivals 
11. Women in literature and women’s literature  
12. Conclusion 



 

Teaching/Learning 

Methodology  

(Note 3) 

The subject comprises lectures and interactive tutorials. The lecture will 

be aided by presentation of pictorial and video materials. Students are 

required to read assigned readings before the class meeting. In the 

tutorial session, students will discuss reading materials and present their 

research to share their insights and demonstrate their comprehensive 

learning outcome. A final essay on Traditional Chinese women will be 

required. 

Assessment Methods in 

Alignment with 

Intended Learning 

Outcomes 

(Note 4) 

 

Specific 

assessment 

methods/tasks  

% weighting Intended subject learning 

outcomes to be assessed 

(Please tick as appropriate) 

a b c d e  

1. Final quiz 20% √ √     

2. Oral 

presentation / 

Group project 

30% √ √ √ √ √  

3. Individual Final 

Term Paper 

40% √ √ √ √ √  

4. Attendance and 

Active 

Participation 

10% √ √     

Total  100 %  

 

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in 
assessing the intended learning outcomes:  
The final quiz, comprising 3-4 open-ended questions, will help students 
gauge the key concepts covered in the lectures.  
Oral presentations or group projects scheduled in tutorial sessions can 
best assess the students’ overall grasp of the knowledge and skills learnt.  
The individual term paper of 2,000-3,000 Chinese characters, finalized in 
accordance with the instructor’s comments and feedbacks, will best 
assess the students' command of the knowledge and skills learnt from 
the subject and their ability to present specific aspects of the subject.  
Students’ active participation in lectures, tutorial discussions and online 
Blackboard learning is essential in ensuring students’ understanding and 
improving presentation skills. 

Student Study Effort 

Expected 

 

Class contact:  

▪ Lectures 26 Hrs. 

▪ Tutorials 13 Hrs. 

Other student study effort:  

▪ Preparation, Reading, and Self-study 42 Hrs. 

▪ Assessment: Essay Writing 36 Hrs. 

▪ Assessment: Oral Presentation/ Group Project 12 Hrs 



 

Total student study effort 129 Hrs. 
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Note 1:  Intended Learning Outcomes 

Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon subject completion. 

Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.    

 

Note 2:  Subject Synopsis/Indicative Syllabus 

The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time, overcrowding of the 

syllabus should be avoided.  

 

Note 3:  Teaching/Learning Methodology 

This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate 

learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.  

 

Note 4: Assessment Method 

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which 

of the subject intended learning outcomes that each method is intended to assess. It should also provide a brief 

explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes. 

(Form AR 140) 8.2020 


