Subject Description Form

Subject Code CHC306 / CHC306P

Subject Title Politics and Military Affairs in Imperial China
Hh A I RHY BU G B S

Credit Value 3

Level 3

Pre-requisite /
Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Exclusion for CHC306: CC306P / CC202
Exclusion for CHC306P: CC306 / CC202

Objectives

The subject aims to introduce students to political and military history of
imperial China, stretching from the third century BC to the seventeenth
century AD. Topics will cover the power structures, political institutions,
political philosophies, diplomacy, as well as the military strategies,
military institutions and perceptions of war in traditional China. It also
aims at interpreting the inter-relationship between politics and military
affairs from various perspectives. The continuity and change of Chinese
politics and military affairs from past to present will also be examined.

Intended Learning

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

Outcomes a) understand the roots of political and military institutions of
Modern China;
b) have a critical understanding of the political philosophies and
perceptions of war in traditional China;
c) comprehend the difficulties in applying theories into practices in
politics and military; and
d) understand the formation of Chineseness as a national identity.
Subject Synopsis/ | 1) From Feudal China to Imperial China.: The Political Philosophies

Indicative Syllabus

Behind
2) Emperor System : Its Strength and Its Weakness
3) Bureaucracy: Civilian and Military Affairs
4) Central Government and Local Government
5) Coups, Rebellions and Revolutions
6) Grand Strategies in Pre-Qin Period: Sun Zi and Others
7) From Chariots to Horsemen
8) From Arrows to Cannons
9) China as a Sea power in pre-modern China

Teaching/Learning
Methodology

In addition to reading materials, the lectures make good use of videos of
historical documental on selected events about politics and wars in




imperial China. Students are required to make presentations on assigned
topics. Consultations are provided by the instructor to help the students
understand the subject matter in general, and prepare their presentations in
particular. Students are also required to read the assigned readings. Field
studies to museums, historical sites will be organized, on an optional basis.

Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

Specific assessment | % weighting | Intended subject learning
methods/tasks outcomes to be assessed (Please
tick as appropriate)

a b c d

1. In-class discussion 20% v v v

2. Group 20%
Presentation

3. Three Written 60%
Reports (20% each)

Total 100%

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing
the intended learning outcomes:

First, the in-class discussion and group presentation are designed to
encourage the students to complete assigned readings before the meeting
and to actively participate in discussion, so as to evaluate their
understanding of main concepts and arguments of the reading materials.
These two tasks also provide students opportunities to express their critical
views on the topics and to hone their skills of presentation and debate.;
Second, the three written reports are designed to assess the students’ depth
of knowledge of what they are assigned to read in the course and their
capabilities in analyzing the sources critically and creatively. The writing
tasks also demand students to grasp the skill of presenting their comments
of historical sources with a logical flow of ideas and in a cohesive manner.

Student Study
Effort Expected

Class contact:

= | ectures 26 Hrs.

= Tutorials 13 Hrs.

Other student study effort:




Readings 40 Hrs.
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References
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= Field visits 10 Hrs

Total student study effort 119 Hirs.
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