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Faculty of Humanities Celebrates 10th Anniversary 

In 2018, the Faculty of Humanities of The Hong Kong Polytechnic 

University is celebrating its 10th anniversary. In fact, the Faculty has 

reached this milestone with its constituent units... 

More > 

 

Human-centred innovation: an Introduction to the Research 
at FH 

A common understanding about research is the discovery of previously 
unknown things such as new technologies or new cures for diseases. 
Research is fundamentally about the creation of something... 
More > 

 

  

 

23rd Congregation 

Faculty of Humanities (FH) held its 23rd Congregation at the Jockey Club 

Auditorium on 11 November 2017. A total of 778 graduates from FH 

received their conferment this year. Among... 

More > 

 

International Conference on The Relevance of Classics under 
the Conditions of Modernity: Humanity and Science 

In commemoration of the 80th anniversary of The Hong Kong Polytechnic 

University, the Faculty of Humanities (in conjunction with the Department 

of Chinese Culture and the General... 

More > 

 

PolyU 80th Anniversary Open Day 

The University kicked off its two-day Open Day on 2 December 2017, in 

celebration of its 80th anniversary. The Open Day aims at showcasing the 

Universityôs latest developments... 

More > 

 

Prof. William S-Y. Wang Received the 2017 Lifetime 
Achievement Award in Anthropology 

Prof. William S-Y. Wang, Chair Professor of Language and Cognitive 

Sciences (Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies), was granted the 

2017 Lifetime Achievement Award in Anthropology...  

More > 
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Viewpoints 

Faculty of Humanities Celebrates 10th Anniversary 
 

In 2018, the Faculty of Humanities is celebrating its 10th anniversary. In fact, the Faculty has reached this milestone with 

its constituent units celebrating 10, 20 and 30 years of academic excellence. 2018 marks the 10th anniversary of the 

inception of Department of Chinese Culture, the 20th anniversary of the establishment of the Chinese Language Centre, 

English Language Centre and General Education Centre, as well as the 30th anniversary of the founding of the 

Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies (formerly Department of Chinese, Translation & Interpretation) and 

Department of English. 

Energetically creating synergies among language, culture and science in education and research, the Faculty strives to 

excel in applied language sciences and bilingual China studies. We are also rapidly advancing in the fields of speech 

therapy and healthcare communication. Within PolyU, the Faculty continues to play a significant role in enhancing 

studentsô language ability and their understanding of the nature and cultures of human beings. 

10+ signifies the Facultyôs contributions and achievements beyond 10 years. Looking to the future, 10+ also signifies 

many more success stories to come. 

Throughout the year, the Faculty will be celebrating its anniversary with a variety of events. The kick-off ceremony will be 

held on 28 February 2018. We invite our students and alumni, colleagues, friends, partners and the local community to 

join us in celebrating this special year with us. 
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Viewpoints 

Human-centred innovation: an Introduction to the Research at FH 
 

A common understanding about research is the discovery of previously unknown things such as new technologies or 

new cures for diseases. Research is fundamentally about the creation of something new and with no exception, 

research conducted by the Faculty also makes a vital contribution to human-centred innovation through the creation of 

new knowledge that spans and creates impact across a wide range of areas.  

 

Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies 
 

UNDERSTANDING OF EMOTIONS - 

óJust fineô: How machines can achieve a deeper understanding of emotions 

 
 

In the age of the internet characterised by pop culture and social media, more and more people express their thoughts 

and emotions online than ever before. Academics have tried to develop models which can be trained to detect and 

classify emotions in written texts based on emotion keywords. However, human judgment is crucial and necessary given 

that there are other factors such as linguistic cues at various levels which can affect the emotion expressed. 

 

The goal of our research is to develop a linguistics-based computational model that accounts for these factors, and 

allows machines to achieve a deeper understanding of emotions in both an explicit and implicit manner. By doing so, we 

will be able to create a more comprehensive framework under which emotions can be studied and analysed; better 

capture complex emotions expressed through the written word; and contribute to society by encouraging smarter 

decision-making, including allocation of resources based on the opinions of the public towards issues, people and 

events. 
 

WHAT YOUR BRAIN CAN TELL YOU ABOUT LANGUAGE  

 
EEG is a commonly used method for research on the brain.  

Do you know your brain is the most complex organ in the universe? Have you ever wondered how it works? 
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Do you know which parts of the brain support speaking and listening, reading and writing?  

Have you thought about how language develops in a childôs brain, and how aging affects the brain?  

 

Our Language and Cognitive Neuroscience group uses brain-imaging methods to study how language is processed in 

the brain, such as Electroencephalography (EEG) and Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI). We are especially 

interested in Chinese, including Cantonese and Putonghua. 

 

- We study how the brain handles Chinese, especially Chinese tones and its relationship to music;  

- We use brain waves and brain images to detect early symptoms of dementia;  

- We study speech and communication disorders of children, adults and the elderly, and try to explore efficient 

interventions.  

 

YOUR EYES ARE THE WINDOWS TO YOUR MINDS 

 
Tobii TX300 eye tracker, which enables unobtrusive recording of natural behaviour, is used for data collection. 

Letôs check out what happens inside your head when you read translations. Can your eye movements tell which 

translation is good and which is not? Can eye-tracking help us identify the attention focus of translation readers? Do 

ordinary readers who have never been trained in translation and translating teachers exhibit similar eye movements 

during reading? If differences are detected ï how would they affect translation teaching and evaluation? 

We are working on a project to examine and compare the on-line cognition behaviour between real general readers and 

translating teachers when they read translated texts, and assess the quality of their translation. Thanks to eye-tracking, 

a reliable and powerful data collection tool, we can set up links between readersô eye movement patterns and their 

cognitive behaviours, thus inferring what takes place during their decision-making processes. This has seldom been 

done in research on translation quality assessment before, as the previous investigations, which were usually output-

oriented, only focused on the response of professional teachers rather than readers in real life. 
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Department of Chinese Culture 
 

CHINESE RELIGION AND THOUGHT  

 
Ritual for pacifying the Earth-Dragon. 

 

World scholars have widely recognised the uniqueness of Chinese religion, overthrowing the stereotype that Chinese 

culture only focuses on the secular. In fact, religion has influenced every aspect of Chinese culture, but in a manner 

different from monotheism. In our modern world, where religious fundamentalism has become a threat, the uniqueness 

of Chinese religion offers alternative approaches to transcendence and self-cultivation. Our religious studies experts 

work on topics such as early Chinese cosmology, Daoist priestesses in the Tang Dynasty, the interplay between Daoism 

and popular religion, their representations in traditional novels and local legends, Chinese interpretations on Buddhist 

antinomianism, and religion and disability in Chinese literature. 

 

 

CHINESE HISTORY 

 
Studies on cases of learning of Ming Confucians, Prof. Chu Hung-lam. 

History is a dialogue between the present and the past. We study the various aspects of Chinese civilisation from the 

early period to the twenty-first century. Our scholarship investigates the development of political culture, the interaction 

of thought and institutions, the relationships between China and its neighbours, and the transformation of warfare, 

providing us with the knowledge to connect the past and present to achieve a comprehensive understanding of Chinese 

culture and its history. 
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CHINESE LITERATURE AND ARTS   

 
ñChildren at Play with Knickknack Peddler," Lǯ SǾng, Southern Song Dynasty. 

 

With distinctive features and generations of renowned authors and artists, Chinese traditions occupy a major position in 

the global history of literature and arts. There have survived literary masterpieces in genres such as shi (odes ), ci 

(lyrics ), qu (arias ), fu (rhapsodies ), parallel prose, fiction, and drama that are both profound in meaning and 

beautiful in form. Calligraphers, painters, musicians, dancers, sculptors, architects, and other craftsmen have produced 

treasures of deep intrinsic meaning in a variety of styles. The Faculty seeks to appreciate, inherit, and promote such 

traditions, focusing on a wide range of topics, including female poets in ancient China, new fiction in late-Qing China, 

pre-modern East Asian drama texts and performance practice, Buddhist arts, female theatre in the early Republic of 

China and contemporary Chinese visual culture. 

 

Department of English 

LANGUAGE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Language and technology have transformed modern life. They connect people and make life more convenient. Voice-

controlled personal assistants, predictive text input on smartphones and web search engines are some of the most 

famous applications of language and technology. PolyU researchers are also contributing to breakthroughs in 

tomorrowôs language and technology. 

 

An intelligent system for learning English vocabulary from social media 

 
Unleashing the potential of the internet for enjoyable English language learning in the age of social media. 

We aredeveloping an intelligent English language learning system. With our system, everyone can learn English words 

and expressions in context while enjoying their favourite online videos. Based on the userôs English listening and 

vocabulary competence, the system will recommend suitable online videos. It will also auto-generate various types of 

vocabulary learning activities for independent learning and revision. From now on, English vocabulary learning can 

become personalised, intelligent and fun! 
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Conscious and unconscious attitudes towards metaphor use in psychotherapy 

 
Verbal interaction with live SCL recording. 

 

Metaphors describe something abstract (e.g. our emotions) in terms of something concrete (e.g. everyday objects and 

actions). Using metaphors may help counselling clients better express and engage with their emotions, but relevant 

scientific evidence is still lacking. This project uses skin conductance measurement technology and time series analysis 

to investigate metaphorical language patterns in patients, and explore how using metaphors might help people engage 

with emotions more effectively than literal language. We hope our findings on metaphor usage can improve the 

effectiveness of counselling sessions which, in turn, can improve peopleôs quality of life. 

 

RESEARCH ON COMMUNIATION IN HEALTHCARE  

 
Health professionals working with patients towards injury recovery. 

 

One of our research focuses is on language and professional communication. In particular, we have a strong focus on 

healthcare. We concentrate on communication in hospitals between health professionals and patients. We have 

conducted a great deal of research in the Accident and Emergency department of a large public hospital in Hong Kong 

and have explored the patientôs experience as he or she consults with a number of different health professions.   

 

We also examine the importance of effective communication between health professionals as they manage and 

negotiate patient care in the hospital domain. We explore how health professionals talk to each other and to their 

patients in order to ensure quality patient care and accurate diagnosis. These current projects show the important role 

communication plays in the delivery of care and the impact on healthcare outcomes to the broader community.  

 

 

http://www.polyu.edu.hk/fh/en-us/programmes/index
http://www.polyu.edu.hk/fh/en-us/news/index
http://www.polyu.edu.hk/fh/en-us/about_us/faculty_structure
http://www.polyu.edu.hk/fh/en-us/about_us/contact_us
http://www.polyu.edu.hk/fh/copyright.html


 

 Editorial Board | Programmes on Offer | Upcoming Events | FH Departments and Centres | Contact Us| Academic Vacancies | Alumni Network 

excel@PolyU | PolyU Milestones | Disclaimer                 Copyright © 2017 Faculty of Humanities, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

Highlights 

23rd Congregation 
 

Faculty of Humanities (FH) held its 23rd Congregation at the Jockey Club Auditorium on 11 November 2017. A total of 

778 graduates from FH received their conferment this year. Among the graduates, there were 14 doctoral degrees, 529 

masterôs degrees, 225 bachelorôs degrees and 10 postgraduate diplomas and certificates. 

 

Sharing the joy and excitement of the graduates, Faculty Dean, Prof. Chu Hung-lam, gave the opening remarks. Prof. 

Chu congratulated the graduatesô accomplishments and thanked staff members, alumni, advisors, partners and friends 

of the Faculty for their support. Prof. Winnie Cheng, Associate Dean of Faculty and Professor of Department of English, 

gave the congratulatory address and extended her warmest blessings to the graduates. 

 

On behalf of the graduates of the taught postgraduate programmes of FH, Miss Deng Chen from the Master of Arts in 

Chinese Culture programme and Mr Chow Chuk Yuk Justin from the Master of Arts in English for the Professions 

programme gave the valedictory speeches. Miss Tan Shin Ling from the Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Chinese and 

Bilingual Studies programme gave the valedictory speech on behalf of the graduates from FH undergraduate 

programmes. 

 

Congratulations to the Class of 2017! 

 

   
(Left) Prof. Chu Hung-lam, Faculty Dean, congratulates the graduates and their families, teachers and friends. 

(Right) Prof. Winnie Cheng, Associate Dean(FH) and Professor of ENGL, extends her warmest blessings to the 

graduates. 

 

   
Student representatives Miss Deng Chen (left), Mr Chow Chuk Yuk Justin (middle) and Miss Tan Shin Ling (right) give 

the valedictory speech. 
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Highlights 

International Conference on The Relevance of Classics under the Conditions of 

Modernity: Humanity and Science 
 

In commemoration of the 80th anniversary of The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, the Faculty of Humanities (in 

conjunction with the Department of Chinese Culture and the General Education Centre) and the Department of 

Philosophy and Humanities of Freie Universität Berlin, Germany co-hosted the International Conference on The 

Relevance of the Classics under the Conditions of Modernity: Humanity and Science on 5 ï 7 October 2017 at PolyU.  

 

Over 30 distinguished speakers and discussants were invited from Austria, Germany, Hong Kong SAR, South Korea, 

the Chinese mainland, New Zealand, Singapore, Taiwan, the Netherlands and the USA to explore how classical 

traditions and ideas impact, challenge and stimulate our understanding of contemporary issues and controversies in the 

modern human sciences and in the cultural dimensions of applied technologies around the world. 

 

 
Group photo of the conference participants with PolyU President Prof. Timothy W. Tong. 

 

 
(1st on left) Prof. Timothy W. Tong says in his opening speech that PolyU students are provided with the opportunities to 

take humanities subjects for their whole-person development. 

 

(2nd on left) Prof. Chu Hung-lam, Chair of the Conference Programme Committee and keynote speaker, remarks that the 

classics are classics as they record expressions of minds and hearts that stand the test of time. 

  

(2nd on right) Prof. Paul U. Unschuld of Charité ï Universitätsmedizin Berlin delivers his keynote speech on the 

contribution of the ancient Chinese medical classics from the pharmaceutical, political and philosophical perspectives. 

 

(1st on right) Prof. Ole Döring of Freie Universität Berlin, Co-chair of the Conference Programme Committee and keynote 

speaker, shares his insights into classicsô impact on the modern reconstruction of the idea of solidarity. 
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Highlights 

PolyU 80th Anniversary Open Day 
 

The University kicked off its two-day Open Day on 2 December 2017, in celebration of its 80th anniversary. The Open 

Day aims at showcasing the Universityôs latest developments, achievements and history as well as its wealth of facilities 

while strengthening its connection with the community. Faculty of Humanities organised various activities for the public 

to participate during the Open Day on 2 ï 3 December 2017. 

 

  
(Left) Mr Carlson Tong, Chairman of the University Grants Committee (middle), PolyU Council Chairman, Mr Chan Tze-

ching (3rd from left) and PolyU President Prof. Timothy W. Tong (3rd from right) officiate at the ceremony. 

 

(Right) From left: Prof. Angelina Yuen (Vice President (Student and Global Affairs)); Dr Dennis Tay (Associate 

Professor, ENGL); Prof. Chetwyn Chan (Associate Vice President (Learning and Teaching)); Ir Prof. Ping-kong 

Alexander Wai (Vice President (Research Development)); Dr Miranda Lou (Executive Vice President); Dr Phoebe Lin 

(Research Assistant Professor, ENGL); Mr Andy Tong (Vice President (Campus Development and Facilities)); and Prof. 

Chu Hung-lam (Faculty Dean) 

 

   
The Faculty organises two talks given by Dr Leung Man Tak from CBS (left), Prof. Bernadette Watson and Dr Marvin 

Lam from ENGL (middle and right) for the public on the Open Day. 

 

  
The Facultyôs research is introduced to the public through various activities and games. 
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Highlights 

Prof. William S-Y. Wang Receives the 2017 Lifetime Achievement Award in 

Anthropology 
 

Prof. William S-Y. Wang, Chair Professor of Language and Cognitive Sciences (Department of Chinese and Bilingual 

Studies), was granted the 2017 Lifetime Achievement Award in Anthropology by the Shanghai Society of Anthropology 

for his great achievements in linguistic anthropology. The award was presented at the Annual Meeting of the Shanghai 

Society of Anthropology in November 2017.  

 

The Lifetime Achievement Award in Anthropology was established in 2010 and eight scholars have been awarded the 

title. 

 

 
Prof. William S-Y. Wang receives the Lifetime Achievement Award in Anthropology at the Annual Meeting of the 

Shanghai Society of Anthropology in November 2017. 
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Outreaching 

PolyU at the WC2 Symposium in Brazil 
 

This yearôs World Cities, World Class Universities (WC2) Symposium took place on 14 ï 18 August 2017 in São Paulo, 

the economic capital of Brazil. It brought together researchers and students of international University Network from 

America, Europe and Asia. This yearôs theme of the conference was the building of an environmental city. Mr Daniel 

Recktenwald, a PhD student from the Faculty who participated in the Symposium, was invited to report on the event. 

 

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University sent 8 delegates from the Faculty of Humanities, Faculty of Engineering and 

School of Design. The delegates learned about environmental challenges facing the city of São Paulo such as water and 

infrastructure, mobility and global warming, as well as actions that the University of São Paulo is taking. The city then 

served as a case study for a detailed review in terms of five thematic aspects of the environmental city: Transport, Eco 

Campus, Global Culture, Global Health and Business. In these sessions the students developed, together with the 

experienced professors, plans and projects to improve the situation of the cities that addressed S«o Pauloôs many 

pressing issues. 

 

Aside from the traditional workshop format, each thematic session also included excursions to environmental facilities 

and institutions such as a solar energy farm and the solid waste management site near São Paulo. This provided the 

students with the opportunity to get insights into the practical daily operations of the relevant actors. Other outcomes of 

the Symposium were policy suggestions and knowledge transfer to the local government. While in São Paolo WC2 

network representatives also agreed to the introduction of food policy and migration as new thematic areas and initiated 

planning for the 2018 Symposium, to be hosted by Ryerson University in Toronto, which will focus on migration, the city 

and the university. 
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Outreaching 

Ever Scaling New Heights: A Culture Camp to Appreciate the Dates of PolyU 

from Government Trade School On 

 

To celebrate the PolyU 80th anniversary, the Department of Chinese Culture and the Confucius Institute of Hong Kong 

held a one-day activity on 14 October 2017 named  ñEver Scaling New Heights: A Culture Camp to Appreciate the Dates 

of PolyU from Government Trade School Onò. The Camp was hosted by undergraduate students Mr Ng Wing Ming and 

Miss Pang Wing Tung, Candice from the BA (Hons) in Bilingual Interdisciplinary Chinese Studies programme in the 

morning at the PolyU FG podium, and by Dr Leung Shuk Man in the afternoon at the Chiang Chen Studio Theatre.  

 

In the morning session, Prof. Daniel Shek, Associate Vice President (Undergraduate Programme), and Faculty Dean 

Prof. Chu Hung-lam gave the opening ceremony speeches addressing 200 participants, including senior citizens from 

five community centres in the neighbourhood, as well as PolyU staff and students. Together with Prof. Han Xiaorong, 

Head of the Department of Chinese Culture, they officiated at the opening ceremony.  

 

Showcasing the Universityôs strengths in Chinese culture and arts, the one-day Camp included a lecture by Prof. Chu, a 

photo exhibition by the Master of Arts in Chinese Culture students with the support of the Alumni Affairs and 

Development Office, and Chinese arts performances by the Institute of Active Ageingôs dancing team. There were also 

tours of the neighbourhood by Mr Cheng Po Hung, Honorary Adviser to the Hong Kong Museum of History. PolyU 

alumni and senior citizens living in the neighbourhood of Hung Hom, Ho Man Tin and Tsim Sha Tsui were given a 

chance to reminisce about PolyUôs history and appreciate its contribution to the Hong Kong higher education and 

society. 
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Outreaching 

Delegations from Cambodia and Malaysia Visit FH 
 

Delegation from Cambodia 
 

A delegation from Cambodia was warmly received by the Faculty during their visit in early December 2017. The 

delegation was led by General Nem Sowath, Director General of the General Department of Policy and Foreign Affairs, 

and Director of the Cabinet of the Deputy Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia. Its members included Prof. 

Ratana Y, Vice President for Academic Affairs of the University of Cambodia. Prof. Y is also an Honorary Fellow 

(Poverty Studies) at the General Education Centre and a member of the teaching team for a Service-Learning subject 

offered by the Centre which includes fieldwork in Cambodia. 

 

The delegation members exchanged ideas on service-learning and culture promotion. The meeting fostered a better 

mutual understanding which left the door open for future collaboration. 

 

     
(Left) General Nem Sowath presents his publications to Faculty Dean Prof. Chu Hung-lam. 

(Right) From left: Dr Yu Kam-por, Director of GEC, Prof. Ratana Y, Faculty Dean Prof. Chu Hung-lam, General Nem 

Sowath and other guests from Cambodia 

 

Delegation from Malaysia 
 

Dato Richard Wee Liang Chiat and his delegation visited the Faculty in early December 2017. Dato Wee is the 

Chairman of the Committee of Management, Kuching Chung Hua Middle School No. 1, 3 & 4, Malaysia and also the 

President of the Federation of Chinese Associations Kuching, Samarahan & Serian Division, Sarawak. The delegation 

members included Mr Lee Chee Beng, the Principal of Kuching Chung Hua Middle School No.3, Malaysia. 

 

Dato met with Dr Li Dechao, Associate Dean(FH), and exchanged experience and perspectives on Malaysian education 

and cultures with Faculty members. The delegation also visited the Simultaneous Interpretation Lab, Speech Therapy 

Unit as well as the Confucius Institute of Hong Kong, and were impressed by the world-class facilities and quality 

programmes and services provided. 

 

   
The delegation led by Dato Richard Wee Liang Chiat (3rd from right, 2nd from left and 2nd from right in the photos on the 

left, middle and right respectively) meets with FH members and visits FH facilities as well as the Confucius Institute of 

Hong Kong. 
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Research & Scholarly Activities 

Conference Keynote, Plenary & Featured Speeches 
JUL - DEC 2017 
 
Prof. CHU Hung-lam, Department of Chinese Culture 

 
Confucian classical teachings and their modern manifestation: the case of filial piety and brotherly love. The Relevance 
of the Classics under the Conditions of Modernity: Humanity and Science. Faculty of Humanities, The Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University, Department of Philosophy and Humanities, Freie Universitªt Berlin, Germany, The Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University, Hong Kong, 5-7 October 2017. 
 
Dr William FENG, Department of English 

 
Theoretical Integration in Multimodal Discourse Analysis: Metaphor, Visual Grammar and Context. First Chinese Forum 
on Multimodality. School of Foreign Languages, Tongji University, Shanghai, China, 24-26 November 2017. 
 
Prof. HUANG Chu-ren, Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies 

 
Aggregation of Linguistic Annotation and Neuro ð Cognitive Data: A Proposal. International Workshop on Language 
Resource Construction Theory, Methodology and Applications. Key Laboratory of Computational Linguistics (Peking 
University), Ministry of Education, Department of Chinese Language and Literature PKU, Center for Chinese Linguistics 
PKU and Linguistic Data Consortium, University of Pennsylvania, Beijing, China, 5-6 November 2017. 
 
Perspectives and Ontological Representation: Challenges and Solution to Information Value in Heterogeneous 

Language Resources ( Ǜ ). The Belt and Road 

Forum for Language Resources. Beijing Advanced Innovation Center for Language Resources, Beijing Language and 
Culture University, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing, China, 15-16 July 2017. 
 
Phonological Integrity or Orthographic Integrity: Challenging traditional views on how sounds in a language is defined. 
The 23rd Joint Workshop on Linguistics and Language Processing. The Fifth International Workshop on the Linguistics of 
Ba with a virtual session on MIC/DGGI and a Tongues-on Seminar on Gastronomic Onomatopoeia across Languages 
and Cultures and a featured session on Abductive Reasoning and Creativity in the Context of Ba, Tokyo, Japan, 15-17 
December 2017. 
 
Prof. David C. S. LI, Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies 

 
China English Coming of Age: Implications for New Englishes. 41st National Conference of the Japanese Association for 
Asian Englishes (JAFAE). Kumamoto University, Japan, Kumamoto, Japan, 25 November 2017. 
 
Prof. WANG, Shi Yuan William, Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies 

 

Brain & the acquisition and loss of language (). POLA Forum on Chinese Linguistics. School of 

Literature, Nankai University, Tianjin, China, 4-6 November 2017. 
 

Cognition & Language across the Lifespan (). Annual Meeting of the Chinese Anthropological 

Society. Chinese Anthropological Society & Inner Mongolia Normal University, Hohhot, Inner Mongolia, 15-16 August 
2017. 
 

Human evolution and language evolution (). Annual Meeting of Shanghai Society of Anthropology. 

Shanghai Society of Anthropology, Shanghai, China, 25 November 2017. 
 
Language acquisition and loss. 4th Annual Meeting of the Chinese University of Hong Kong - Peking University - 
University System of Taiwan. Joint Research Centre for Language and Human Complexity, the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong, 20 October 2017. 
 
Language and cognition across the health span. The Ninth International Conference in Evolutionary Linguistics (CIEL-9). 
Yunnan Nationality University, Kunming, Yunnan, 26-27 August 2017. 
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Prof. Bernadette WATSON, Department of English 

 
Exploring effective communication in the health context:  An intergroup approach. International Conference on ESP, new 
technologies and digital learning (ESP Conference 2017). Department of English, The Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong, 7-9 December 2017. 
 
Effective Communication across Health Professionals:  An Intergroup Approach. Singapore Healthcare Communications 
Seminar cum Singhealth Nursing Research Day 2017. SingHealth and Curtin University, Academia ïAuditorium, 
Singapore, 28 November 2017. 
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Research & Scholarly Activities 

Books Published 
JUL - DEC 2017 

 

Book title: Chinese-English contrastive grammar: An 

introduction 

 

Author(s)/Editor(s): David C. S. LI, Zoe Pei-sui LUK 

Department: Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies 

 

Publisher: Hong Kong University Press 

Year of Publication: 2017  

ISBN: 978-988-8390-86-1 

 

Book title: Intercultural Communication in the Age of 

Glocalization  

 

Author(s)/Editor(s): WU Dongying Doreen 

Department: Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies 

 

Publisher:  

Year of Publication: 2017  

ISBN: 978-7-5135-8968-0 

 

Book title:  

 

Author(s)/Editor(s): YU Kam Por  

Department: General Education Centre  

Publisher: ( )  

Year of Publication: 2017  

ISBN: 978-962-07-6591-9 
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Book title:  

Anthology of Liangfuôs Poems 

 

Author(s)/Editor(s): CHU Hung-lam 

Department: Department of Chinese Culture 

 

Publisher:  

Year of Publication: 2017  

ISBN: 978-988-99824-0-9 

 

Book title: ðð

 

 

Author(s)/Editor(s): LIN Minfen  

Department: Confucius Institute of Hong Kong  

 

Publisher:     

Year of Publication: 2017  

ISBN: 978-988-8444-16-8 

 

For details, please visit the Publish & Flourish website: http://www.polyu.edu.hk/fh/P&F/. 
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Research & Scholarly Activities 

External Grants Obtained by FH Staff 

JUL - DEC 2017 

 

UGC Teaching and Learning Related Proposals (TLRP) 

  
Project Title: Language enhancement for Capstone Projects Using Interactive Apps 

Principal Investigator: Dr Julia CHEN, ELC 

Funding Awarded:            HKD7.87 million 
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Research & Scholarly Activities 
Research Interests of New Academic Staff Members 
 

 

Department of Chinese Culture 

Prof. HAN Xiaorong, Professor and Head 

 

Prof. Han Xiaorong holds a B.A. in history (Xiamen), two masterôs degrees in ethnic studies 

(Chinese Academy of Social Sciences) and anthropology (Tulane), and a doctoral degree in 

history (Hawaii). Since the 1980s, he has conducted interdisciplinary research on the 

interactions between intellectuals and peasants in China, the relations between state and 

ethnic minorities in China and Southeast Asia, as well as Chinaôs relations with her neighbours, 

particularly Vietnam. His publications include Chinese Discourses on the Peasant, 1900-1949 

(SUNY, 2005), Red God: Wei Baqun and His Peasant Revolution in Southern China, 1894-

1932 (SUNY, 2014), Zhongguo minzu guanxi sanlun (Essays on Chinaôs Ethnic Relations, 

Singapore, World Scientific, 2015), and numerous journal articles. He is currently working on 

topics related to the Chinese community in northern Vietnam and revolutions on Chinaôs 

frontiers. 

 

Before joining PolyU, Professor Han Xiaorong had held research or teaching positions with the 

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, University of Hawaii-West Oahu, Trinity College, 

National University of Singapore, Butler University, and Lingnan University. 

 

 

 

Department of Chinese Culture 

Prof. JIA Jinhua, Professor 

 

Jia Jinhua received her doctorate in Comparative Literature from University of Colorado at 

Boulder. Before joining PolyU, she had been a member/fellow at Institute for Advanced Study 

(Princeton), National Humanities Center (USA), and Harvard Divinity School, and had taught at 

University of Macau, City University of Hong Kong, and Xiamen University. Her research 

interests include Buddhist studies, gender studies, and early to medieval Chinese religion, 

thought, and literature. She is the author of a number of books and articles, including Gender, 

Power, and Talent: Daoist Priestesses in Tang China (Columbia University Press, 2018); Li 

Zehou and Confucian Philosophy (University of Hawaii Press, 2018; Chinese ed. Shanghai 

Peopleôs Publishing, 2017; coeditor); New Philology and the Study of Early China (in Chinese, 

SPP, 2017, first editor); Buddhism and the Chinese Tradition (in Chinese, SPP, 2017); 

Gendering Chinese Religion: Subject, Identity, and Body (State University of New York Press, 

2014; first editor), Study on Classical Chan Buddhism (Japanese ed. KyȊko shoin, 2017; 

Chinese ed. Oxford University Press, 2010; SPP, 2013), The Hongzhou School of Chan 

Buddhism in Eighth- through Tenth-Century China (SUNY, 2006); Anthologies of Gathering and 

Groups of Poets in the Tang Dynasty (in Chinese, Peking University Press, 2001 & 2015); etc. 
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Department of English 

Prof. Louise CUMMINGS, Professor 

 

Louise Cummings is Professor in the Department of English at Hong Kong Polytechnic 

University. She teaches and conducts research in pragmatics and clinical linguistics. Her 

research also investigates reasoning and uncertainty in the context of public health. She is the 

author of several books in these areas, most recently Reasoning and Public Health (Springer, 

2015), Case Studies in Communication Disorders (Cambridge University Press, 2016), and 

Speech and Language Therapy: A Primer (Cambridge University Press, 2018). She has also 

edited The Routledge Pragmatics Encyclopedia (Routledge, 2010), The Cambridge Handbook 

of Communication Disorders (Cambridge University Press, 2014), and Research in Clinical 

Pragmatics (Springer, 2017). Her current research examines the language features of different 

forms of dementia, with emphasis on the non-Alzheimer dementias. Louise is a member of the 

Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists and is a Fellow of the Higher Education 

Academy, both in the UK. She is a previous Visiting Fellow in the Department of Philosophy at 

Harvard University and the Centre for Research in the Arts, Social Sciences, and Humanities 

(CRASSH) at Cambridge University.    

 

 

 

 

Department of English 

Dr Nathan John ALBURY, Assistant Professor 

 

Dr Alburyôs work resides, in broad terms, within the sociology of language.  He especially 

researches the interplay between language, ethnicity, and politics, meaning his work 

canvasses language policy, critical multilingualism, nationalism, as well as epistemologies and 

ideologies of language.  He especially talks a grassroots folk linguistic approach to language in 

society by investigating how community members action what their local, inexpert or 

unaccredited knowledge about language and linguistics to construct ideas, discourses and 

decisions about language in their lives. His work is committed to decolonising sociolinguistics 

by legitimising more epistemologies of language than those from the West that dominate 

scholarship. Dr Alburyôs research has had a wide geographical reach, including Indigenous 

language revitalisation in New Zealand and Norway, linguistic purism and globalisation in 

Iceland, Serbiaôs language policy of dual orthography, multilingualism in the Indian diaspora, 

and the politics of multilingualism in multiethnic Malaysia.  

 

His work has featured in leading journals including the Journal of Sociolinguistics, Language in 

Society, Lingua, Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural Development, and Language Policy. 

Prior to joining PolyU, Dr Albury was a research fellow at the Center for Multilingualism on 

Society across the Lifespan at the University of Oslo, and also held senior immigration policy 

roles in the New Zealand and Australian governments.   

 

 

 

For details of new appointees, please visit https://www.polyu.edu.hk/cpa/new_appointees/.  
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Research & Scholarly Activities 
New Book by Faculty Dean Prof. Chu Hung-lam 
 

The Faculty is delighted to announce the recent publication of a new book Anthology of Liangfuôs Poems by the Faculty 

Dean Prof. Chu Hung-lam.  

 

Anthology of Liangfuôs Poems was published by Chu Hai College of Higher Education, Hong Kong, in August 2017. The 

collection includes 162 classical Chinese verses and 25 Chinese lyrical poems written by Prof. Chu between 1972 and 

2016, with a preface by Prof. Yu Ying-shih (Yu Yingshi) in 2014, a preface by the author and a postface by Prof. Mok 

Wan-hon (Mo Yunhan) in 2017. Accompanying the poems are 155 pieces of illustrated painting and calligraphy by 24 

artists from Wenzhou, China. 

 

Prof. Chu exclusively shares with Newsletter readers a few poems in his new publication: 
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The copyright of all illustrations remains with Prof. Chu Hung-lam and the artists. All rights reserved. 
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Research & Scholarly Activities 
The Stephen Evans Best Thesis Award and Best Paper Award 
 

The Department of English has introduced two scholarships for its PhD students, namely The Stephen Evans Best 

Thesis Award and The Stephen Evans Best Paper Award, in recognition of the contributions and achievements of the 

late Prof. Stephen Evans, former Associate Head of the Department. 

 

The awardees for 2017 were as follows: 

 

The Stephen Evans Best Thesis Award 

 

Student Name: Tomoko Akashi 

Thesis title: A Social Semiotic Investigation of Historical Narratives in History Textbooks from Hong Kong and Japan 

 

 
Tomoko Akashi and Mrs Evans 

 

The Stephen Evans Best Paper Award 

 

Student Name: Ching Nok Hang Tiffany 

Paper title:  Cheng, W., & Ching, T. (2016). 'Not a guarantee of future performance': The local grammar of            

disclaimers.   

doi: 10.1093/applin/amw006 

 

Student Name: Daniel Recktenwald 

Paper title: Toward a transcription and analysis of live streaming on Twitch 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pragma.2017.01.013 

 

 
Tiffany Ching and Mrs Evans 
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Research & Scholarly Activities 
DALS Studentsô Article Accepted by International Journal of Multilingualism 
 

The article of DALS students Alicia Wong and Susan Chan, 'From 'The World of 

Suzie Wong' to 'Asia's World City': Tracing the development of bilingualism in 

Hong Kong's linguistic landscape (1957-2014)', has been accepted for 

publication by the International Journal of Multilingualism.   

 

The article traces the development of bilingualism as a distinguishing feature of 

Hong Kongôs linguistic landscape based on an analysis of photo archive of 

Hong Kong Year Book collection from 1957 to 2014. The research shows that 

Hong Kongôs bilingual linguistic landscape was a product of the 1980s, during 

which time Chinese extended from serving a supporting role to becoming the 

language of power on the previously English dominated public signs of colonial 

Hong Kong, and English was added to monolingual Chinese private signs as a 

marker of globalisation. The article is scheduled to be published in January 

2018.  
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Events 

FH Orientations 
 

Dates of the event: August ï September 2017 

Organised by: FH and FH Departments 

 

The Faculty and its Departments organised a number of orientations between August and September 2017 to give a 

warm welcome to the new cohort of students. May all the FH freshmen have a meaningful and rewarding university life! 
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Events 

Conference on Speech and Language Communication Disorders across the Life 

Span 2017 
 

Dates of the event: 10 ï 11 August 2017 

Organised by: Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies 

 

The Conference on Speech, Language and Communication Disorders across the Life Span 2017 was successfully held 

on 10 ï 11 August 2017 to promote application of theories to speech therapy practice. It was a joint-effort between a 

team of local and international researchers and speech therapists. The conference attracted over 200 participants over 

the two days. The five pre-conference workshops, i.e. Accelerating Reading Ability (ARA), Accelerating Morphological 

Awareness (AMA), Accelerating Writing Ability (AWA), Hong Kong Graded Chinese Character Naming Test (HKGCNT) 

and The Main Concept Analysis (MCA) were very well received by speech therapists and educationists from the 

government funded agencies and private sectors. 

 

   
(Left) The pre-conference evidence-based treatment workshops are very well received by speech therapists and 

educationists. 

(Right) Interactive hands-on sessions enhance the acquisition of essential skills in each workshop. 

 

   
(Left) Speech therapists are being trained to use MCA for assessment and treatment of clients with acquired language 

disorders. 

(Right) Prof. Thomas Murry delivers the conference keynote speech on ñLooking for treatment evidence in swallowing 

therapyò. 
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Events 

Presentation Ceremony of the Fu Tak Iam Foundation Scholarship 
 

Date of the event: 31 August 2017 

Organised by: Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies  

 

The third annual Presentation Ceremony of the Fu Tak Iam Foundation Scholarship (Speech Therapy) was held on 

Thursday, 31 August 2017 at the Chiang Chen Studio Theatre, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU). Twenty-

six students from the three cohorts of the Master of Speech Therapy (MST) programme were awarded the Scholarship, 

amounting to a total of HK$3,120,000. 

The officiating guests of the ceremony included Mr Adrian Fu (Chairman of the Foundation), Mr Rick Tang (Trustee of 

the Foundation), Ms Connie Tsang (Executive Director of the Foundation), Prof. Angelina Yuen (Vice President (Student 

and Global Affairs)), Prof. David C.S. Li (Head of Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies), and Prof. Huang 

Churen (Chair Professor of the Department). 

Prof. Li opened the ceremony and expressed his sincere thanks to the generosity of Mr Fu on behalf of CBS. Mr. Fu 

then gave a speech which expressed his recognition of the importance of speech therapy to the well-being of people 

with speech or swallowing difficulties; and his passion to promote the education and professionalism of speech therapy 

for the benefit of the patients and their family members in our community.  The ceremony concluded with group photos 

of all the awardees together with the officiating guests.   

A tea reception was held after the ceremony, providing the opportunity for the guests of honour to get to know the 

awardees and their family members in person, and also academics of the CBS Department. 

 

 
 
 
 
Prof. David C.S. Li, CBS Head, gives his opening speech of 
gratitude to kick off the award presentation ceremony. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Mr Adrian Fu, Chairman of the Foundation, expresses his passion 
to promote the education and professionalism of speech therapy 
in our community. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
A group photo to commemorate this event; celebrate in the 
presence of all the awardees of the Fu Tak Iam Foundation 
Scholarship (Speech Therapy), their families, the MST freshmen, 
together with the officiating guests of the presentation ceremony. 
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Events 

Peopleôs Well-being Talk Series 
 

#2 Talk by Dr Shae Wan-chaw 

Diagnosing Hong Kongôs Medical Hegemony 
 

Date of the event: 27 September 2017 

Organised by: General Education Centre 

 

 
 

GEC invited Dr Shae Wan-chaw to give a talk on ñDiagnosing Hong Kongôs Medical Hegemonyò on 27 September 2017 

as the second public talk of the Well-beings talk series. As raised by Dr Shae, the power of the medical sector is deep-

rooted and highly influential; yet the society does not have enough discussion to investigate the various negative 

impacts of the unchecked power. Using ñmedical hegemonyò as an entry point, the speaker examines the source of 

power, the operation model and how they affect the entire medical system and medical division of labour. 

 

 
Dr Shae Wan-chaw, former Associate Dean of the Faculty of Health and Social Sciences, delivers the talk ñDiagnosing 

Hong Kongôs Medical Hegemonyò. 

 

http://www.polyu.edu.hk/fh/en-us/programmes/index
http://www.polyu.edu.hk/fh/en-us/news/index
http://www.polyu.edu.hk/fh/en-us/about_us/faculty_structure
http://www.polyu.edu.hk/fh/en-us/about_us/contact_us
http://www.polyu.edu.hk/fh/copyright.html


 

 Editorial Board | Programmes on Offer | Upcoming Events | FH Departments and Centres | Contact Us| Academic Vacancies | Alumni Network 

excel@PolyU | PolyU Milestones | Disclaimer                 Copyright © 2017 Faculty of Humanities, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

Events 

PolyU Education Info Day 2017 
 

Date of the event: 30 September 2017 

Organised by: All FH Units  

 

The annual PolyU Education Info Day was held on 30 September this year. The event is one of the best opportunities for 

visitors to learn about FHôs undergraduate programmes and explore their study options. All FH Units showcased their 

achievements, programmes and facilities on the occasion. Info seminars, guided visits, consultation sessions and many 

more activities were also arranged for visitors. 

 

  
Faculty staff members and students together with Deputy President and Provost Prof. Philip C.H. Chan at the FH booth. 

 

   
Faculty staff members and student helpers introduce to visitors the undergraduate programmes offered. 

 

   
FH offers various activities for visitors at the PolyU Education Info Day. 
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Events 

Confucius Institute Day 
 

Date of the event: 10 October 2017 

Organised by: Confucius Institute of Hong Kong 

 

CIHK organised the fourth Confucius Institute Day on 10 October 2017 at the PolyU campus. A variety of cultural 

performances and activities were organised to showcase Hong Kongôs multicultural aspects, including Chinese dance 

and music performance, Nepalese dance performance, exhibition of Confucian and Daoist culture, Daoist music concert, 

Henna natural art, and Turkish Ebru painting. Six organisations were invited to participate in the event. Around 2,000 

people from the PolyU community and the public joined the activities for cultural appreciation and exploration. 

 

 

 

From left: Mr Tze On Chan, Representative of Institute of 

Active Aging; Mr Abraham Pan, Founding President, The 

Water Harmony Society Co. Ltd; Madam Alice Lee, Chief 

Superintendent, Hong Kong Police Force; Prof. Chu Hung-

lam, former Director of CIHK (now Honorary Director), PolyU; 

Ms Grace Rebekah Teh Mei Shan, Consul, Consulate-

General of Malaysia in Hong Kong; Dr Mehdi Fakheri, 

Consul General, Consulate-General of Iran in Hong Kong; 

and Mr Yiu Fai Lee, Abbot, Sik Sik Yuen 

 

 

 

 

Daoist music concert performed by Daoist Orchestra, Sik Sik 

Yuen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Chu Hung-lam (3rd from right) tours around the game 

booths with guests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around 200 guests take part in the óFree Books Giveawayô 

activity. 
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Events 

Study Tour of Chinese Cultural Heritage in Hong Kong 
 

Dates of the event: 21 and 22 October 2017 

Organised by: Confucius Institute of Hong Kong and Department of Chinese Culture 

 

CIHK organised two study tours to local cultural sights on 21 and 22 October 2017. Participants learned about the 

characteristics of different aspects of Chinese cultural heritage and religious sites in Hong Kong and their history. Artists 

from Wenzhou, China also joined the tours and shared with participants their insights into Chinese art. Former Director 

of CIHK (now Honorary Director) Prof. Chu Hung-lam led the tour on 22 October visiting three local Chinese religious 

sites in Kwun Tong and Wong Tai Sin districts. Around 70 guests and members of the PolyU community participated in 

the tours and appreciated for the historical and cultural enrichment brought by the tour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A group photo of the participants. 

 

 

 

 

 

The group visits Sung Wong Toi, an important historic relic 

in Ma Tau Chung. 

 

 

 

 

 

Former Director of CIHK (now Honorary Director) Prof. 

Chu Hung-lam (1st row, 4th from right), Mr Lee Yiu-Fai, 

Abbot, Sik Sik Yuen (1st row, 5th from right) and the 

participants. 

 

 

 

 

The group also visits Fo Guang Vihara (Hong Kong), a 

site promoting Mahayana Buddhism. 
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Events 

ñArt and Archives in Asiaò Lecture Series 
 

Dates of the event: 11 and 20 April, 14 October and 2 November 2017 

Organised by: Department of Chinese Culture 

 

ñArt and Archives in Asia Lectureò Series aimed at providing PolyU students and the general public with a brand new 

picture of the conceptualisation and practices concerning art archives in Asia. The four speakers Dong Bingfeng, Ray 

Jing, Kuroda Raiji, and Biljana Ciric are all leading figures in the field from the Chinese mainland, Taiwan and Japan. 

Their lectures covered a wide range of themes including underground music, film restoration, woodcut painting and 

exhibition history in relation to the making and use of art archives in Asia. The audience included not only the students 

and staff members from PolyU, but also scholars, artists and curators from Hong Kong, Taiwan and the Chinese 

mainland. The series successfully established interconnections and generated dynamics between archivist, curator, 

researcher, artist and the public. 
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