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Viewpoints

Dr Gail Forey Awarded Pr esi dent 6s Award for Excell e
Performance/Achievement in Teaching

1C UNIVERSITY

Performance/Achievement

Dr Gail Forey, Associate Professor of Department of English, was named recipientof t he Pr esi dent 6s A
Performance/Achievement 2013/2014 in Teaching (Individual Award). The FH Newsletter has invited Dr Forey to share
her experience in teaching.

Sharing by Dr Gail Forey

| 6d |li ke to say how honoured | am to receive this award.
sure thatdéds so true. | 6ve been lucky enough to be ahdng ght
here today. It was one particular teacher at secondary school that influenced me and helped to open doors that lead to

where | stand today. Teachers can and do make a difference! | believe in teaching. We learn from others, by watching
othersandbywor ki ng with others. l 6m lucky that |1 66m surrounded
|l eaders Christian Matthiessen and Xu Xunfeng, thank you
share this award with all the outstanding teachers | have had the privilege to work with here in the Department of English

and elsewhere!

|l 6ve been teaching at PolyU since 1995, an incredible 20
work, | love my students, and | love teaching. | believe my job as a teacher is to provide opportunities to every student,
to support them in whatever way | can to help them develop, become more knowledgeable, and become better people.

As the Programme Leader for the Master of Arts in English Language Teaching, | work very closely with teachers. And

as an applied linguist, discourse analyst and teacher, | have increasingly become interested in language as the primary
resource for meaning making in the classroom. | have been extremely fortunate to work with John Polias and Bette Li,
providing professional development workshops for teachers with a focus on teaching through English, disciplinary

literacy and pedagogy. We have been awarded over 8 million dollars in funds to run seven projects, offering workshops

and support to over 500 local teachers - Technology, Physical Education, Art, Science teachers as well as a general
introduction to Academic English. As part of this work, John, Bette and myself have all given plenary presentations and

have supported some of the teachers who attended the workshops to share their best practice with others at these

Sharing Sessions. There have been over 750 teachers attending the three Sharing Sessions. Through these workshops

we have conducted research, whic h has entailed further practical benef it s
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|l earning cycle as a pedagogical approach that is applicatl
currently working on a research project and a book together.

For me it is the engagement, the mental stimulation and the laughter that | get from teaching and working with students
and colleagues in the Department that has resulted in me loving the work | do. There are many other deserving teachers
who excel in their work and inspire their students, and carrying out research in the classroom. | hope to learn from them.
Finally, a thank you to my students and colleagues who nominated me for this award!
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Viewpoints
Sharing of the ELC Team on ERW (English Reading and Writing)

Up until 2013, the implementation model of the university-wide ERW programme was developed and coordinated solely
by Ms Shari Dureshrawar Lughmani with Ms Gigi Au Yeung as Project Associate from the English Language Centre
(ELC). The decision by the University to upscale the programme because of its positive impact on students' written
abilities, however, led to the need for a team that would shoulder the expanded responsibilities and assist in the
management of the programme. The first team was composed of seven members and was formed in late 2013. This
team won the Faculty Award for services. Members of the award-winning team were:

Ms Shari Dureshahwar Lughmani (Coordinator)
Dr Svetlana Chigaeva-Heddad (Sub-coordinator)
Ms Bilands DY (Liaison)

Mr Andrew Northern (Liaison)

Mr Jim Lo (Liaison)

Ms Michelle Raquel (Liaison)

Ms Gigi Au Yeung (Project Associate)

The current team carries on the tradition, has expanded to cater for an even bigger student population and meets on a
regular basis through semesters and semester breaks.

Its major responsibilities have been to:

1. negotiate writing assignment details with subject lecturers

2. develop assignment instructions, draft checklists and genre guides

3. liaise with subject lecturers throughout the semester and answer their queries
4. communicate with students throughout the semester and answer their queries

Through its caring and collaborative approach to communication with the various departments across the University, and

its continuoussear ch f or better resources and services to enhance
team has won the hearts and minds of the subject teachers who can witness the cognitive/intellectual gains that their

students have been able to demonstrate through their writings supported by the ELC's Writing Requirement Team.

Students generally perceived their writing ability to have improved compared with other students before and after having

taken the writing requirement with the ELC. Whenanswering t he questi on, #AWhat did you
(as a result of the feedback), students mentioned having addressed issues including those related to style, proof-reading,
audi ence awareness, grammar , c 0 n s i id @ganising idebseaadehriehningtbe s u g g e s

content, and using a variety of sources.
Feedback from CAR subject teachers has been very positive. Some quotations below provide the most valued aspects.

How has this experience changed your perceptions aboutyourst udent sé6 reading and writing
Before, | was appalled at studentsd writing ability and
thinking. Now | put it down to not enough small group or one-to-one contact with English writhnge x per t s . No w,
think their problems were due to grammar weakness. Maybe part of the problem is due to poor English/English teaching

in schools.

How did the process of working with the ELC on the Writing Requirement task affect your teaching practice/thinking?

I am more confident imoumlmed ©tuddmisdécabillabbrasi ainl) reinf
can excel once they are told the 6howd as well as t hoas, 6 wt
topics and questions at the beginning of the semester, at

constant progress with their writing. In the past | asked the students to take turns to do individual presentation in the
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tutorial, and the presentation topics were the same as their essay topics. The allocation of topics has usually been a
difficulty, as students were required to share the topics more or less evenly, and some students had to present much
earlier than other students. It was difficult to take care of student interest and disparity of presentation time

simultaneously. Now by putting the writing task on a fixed path [with the ELC], | can disconnect the [subject] tutorial from
the writing assignment.

Based on its sterling work, its dedication to the PolyU community and its constant striving for excellence, the team has

won recognition throughout the University and has made the role of English felt among the learning, teaching and
research community of PolyU.

Front row (from left): Ms Bilands DY, Mr Andrew Northern, Mr Jim Lo, Ms Christine Burns
Back row (from left): Dr Svetlana Chigaeva, Ms Shari Lughmani, Ms Gigi AuYeung, Ms Man Chan
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Highlights
MOOC - English@Work in Asia: Job applications

English
’ @Work in Asia
~ Job applications

Have you heard about MOOCs? A MOOC is a Massive Online Open Course; it is massive - thousands of students enrol
in the courses; it is generally 100% online although increasingly face to face elements are built into the courses; it is
usually open to anyone in the world free of charge.

Poy U i s | aunching a series of MOOCs on the eDX platform i
(ELCbds) MOOC, English@Work in Asia: Job afp quariercob20l5.Asmal s c |
team from the ELC is hard at work producing new videos and online content for the course.

English@Work in Asia: Job applications will cover the skills needed to successfully apply for a job in Asia and is divided

into two parts. Part A of the course covers areas including writing, formatting and customising effective CVs and job
application letters, while Part B analyses interacting professionally and persuasively in a job interview. The importance of

an applicantdés online presence when applying for jobs is
The teaching input of English@Work in Asia: Job applications will be based around a series of short videos and texts.
Participants will be assessed using a range of automated assessment tools, while participation in discussions and wikis,

and peerassessment of participantsd work wild/l also count toward
participants before peer assessments, and a sample of work will also be graded by the course leaders to ensure grading
reliability.

The target audience are graduates and young professionals looking for jobs in Asia which require English language
skills. Both native and non-native speakers of English will benefit from taking the course.

Find out more about English@Work in Asia: Job applications by visiting these sites:

n https://www.facebook.com/ELC.MOOC

@ https://instagram.com/english_at_work_in_asia/

https://twitter.com/elc_mooc

alX
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Highlights

New TPg programmes

Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies is pleased to announce the launch of TWO one-of-a-kind Taught
Postgraduate Programmes, namely the Master of Arts in Bilingual Corporate Communication (MABCC) and Japanese
Media and Communication (MAJMC), in September 2015.

Be
ek

Q,%ﬁ-,@ mﬁ-"’% Master of Arts in Bilinqual Corporate Communication

HA in Bilingual Goporalle & e, 8

LEFS TP 2B oL T MABCC is a unique language-cum-c or por at e communi cat. i
me programme anchored upon academic and professional strengths of the

AP naxmﬁvazn!- NIRRT )

Bilingual Communication team of the CBS Department in teaching and
researching Language Mediated Communication, Sign-Mediated
Communication, bilingual & cross-cultural communication as well as China
studies to equip graduates with Anglo-Chinese bilingual attributes and skills as
well as corporate communication theories and practices to purse a successful
career in corporate communication in Greater China.

Master of Arts in Japanese Media and Communication

MAJMC is genre-oriented, where each focus area of culture, media and
communication highlights the genres that are most appropriate and critically
important in that particular context. The programme establishes the link
between content knowledge and advanced language ability so that students
can move between theoretical models and real world outcomes in a variety of
academic, professional and institutional settings. Graduates of MAJMC thus
can function in those environments in light of the education and training they
receive from the programme.
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Highlights
The Four Books and Modern Chinese Culture
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The | ectRourBookksahd Modern Chinese Cul t ur e 0)byProf. ChuHung-lam,
Interim Dean of Faculty of Humanities was held on 20 March 2015. The lecture was broadcasted by the Radio and

Television of Hong Kong as a part of YirtleeepartoigMaecmandApil Kn o wl

2015. The programme introduced topics on liberal studies directly from the lecture halls of Hong Kong's universities. Prof.
Chu talked about the naming origin of The Four Books - Great Learning, Doctrine of the Mean, Analects and Mencius -
and the main ideas of each book. He also explained why The Four Books became classics in Confucianism, and
illustrated the impact of these books on Chinese political thoughts and cultural ideals as well as their significance in
modern times.
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Highlights

Prestigious Appointments of FH Academics

Prof. Huang Chu-ren, Chair Professor of Applied Chinese Language Studies , was re-elected as President of Hong Kong
Academy of the Humanities (HKAH) for the third term. Prof. Shi Dingxu, Chair Professor of Chinese Linguistics and
Interim Head of Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies, was elected as Fellow of the Hong Kong Academy of the
Humanities (FHKAH) on 28 April 2015 and became a new fellow of this academic body of the humanities in Hong Kong.
He is among the five new fellows elected. PolyU now has four fellows (Prof. Shi Dingxu, Prof. Chu Hung-lam, Prof.
Huang Chu-ren, and Prof. Winnie Cheng) among 49 FHKAHSs.

Prof. Huang Chu-ren, Chair Professor of Applied Chinese Language Studies, was re-elected as President of Hong Kong
Academy of the Humanities (HKAH) for the third term.

Prof. Shi Dingxu, Chair Professor of Chinese Linguistics and Interim Head of Department of Chinese and Bilingual
Studies, was elected as Fellow of the Hong Kong Academy of the Humanities on 28 April 2015 and became a new
fellow of this academic body of the humanities in Hong Kong.

Prof. Chu Hung-lam, Interim Dean of Faculty of Humanities Prof. Winnie Cheng, Associate Dean of Faculty of
and Chair Professor of Chinese Culture Humanities and Professor of Department of English
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Qutreaching
Ten years of support and consultancy for FCC/PLK language programmes

ELC Consultancy to the Community: Po Leung Kuk Language Programmes

Since writing our last article in the FH newsletter in 2012, we have broken through the ten-year barrier of arguably the
most sustainable Outreach programme on campus.

The English Language Centre (ELC) remains steadfast on supporting language programmes with the specific aim to
stem inter-generational poverty in Hong Kong by helping over 300 children in Po Leung Kuk residential care homes as
well as another 550 children from needy homes in Lei Muk Shue and Tai Wai.

These projects founded by coll aboration between Po Leung
heavily on corporate sponsorship from UBS, Bank of America/Merrill Lynch and the Sprouts Foundation, which now
exceeds HKD 15,000,000 a year.

Our role has now expanded from the provision of consultancy services such as management, recruitment, curriculum
design and evaluation, as we are now in our second year of providing comprehensive observations for the near 100
teaching staff. Many ELC staff volunteer to take part in these which ensures that we satisfy our remit: to safeguard the

programmes.

So how successful are the programmes? Many students have improved at school and have added confidence but more
importantly many are gaining university places and will hopefully break the poverty cycle.

Andrew Mossman, Project Leader/Coordinator

Quotes from Students 201571 LTP (Langquage Training Programme) Residential Care Home

- (P.6): I love the activities organised by the LTP. | was selected to join the LTP Easter Camp and it was the best camp
ever!

- (F.2): Thanks to the LTP, | can play Rugby at the Football Club and it is a really precious opportunity that | cherish very
much. My English also improves because | have to communicate with other people in English at the Football Club most
of the time.

- (F.1): I love the Career and Studies Exploration elective class as it helps me understand what | am really interested in.
- (F.3): LTP classes help me a lot with my studies as LTP teachers recommend English books to me and give me
different ideas how | can improve my English.

Education Services Centre i (Primary) Tai Wai, Secondary Education Services Centre i Tai Wai Comments
2013-14

Students

- The classes are fun, we have a lot of freedom. It helps our English.

-ln the |l essons we get to speak English and Putonghua a
- | like the activities, especially the cooking, movies and trips. We learn English.

- Our teachers are kind and lessons are interesting. It helps me at school.

Parents/Carers
- My daughter is more confident to speak out. The lessons and storytelling have really helped her English. She enjoys
going to class.

- My son is doing better in Putonghua at his own school because of the lessons. His English has also improved. He is
getting higher grades.
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- My twins love the course. They really want to go to classes because they are interesting and they learn a lot. They
seem happier.

Teachers

- We have noticed a big improvement in confidence and willingness to learn in all the children. When they start they are
often quite shy and have difficulty in speaking up and sharing their views. This changes, sometimes quite quickly. They
enjoy the activity-based programme because it is focused on using the language through enjoyable and meaningful
activities in a very low-stress environment.

- The students learn a lot of social skills here because the groups are small, very mixed and diverse and there is room
for them to make mistakes and learn from them. The staffs are very supportive and the kids are happy.

e
Lei Muk Shue - Ben and his class Nervous girls from LTP Residential Care Home on TourAid

UK Tour 2014

0

PLK Residential Care Home Drama show 2015 - Annie
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Qutreaching
Kyung Hee University Student Programme

A group of 19 students from the College of Humanities of Kyung Hee University in Seoul, South Korea took part in this
FH-based programme to broaden their knowledge on languages, culture, and the humanities through this exchange
opportunity in Hong Kong and PolyU. The programme covered ten lectures delivered by teachers from the Department
of Chinese and Bilingual Studies, Department of English, and English Language Centre with a wide range of topics
helping the students to understand the unique features of Chinese and English, social and cultural aspects of the
languages, as well as practical use of English skills. Students also audited the subject Chinese Customs and Rituals
offered by the Department of Chinese Culture. Field trips were organised to selected museums, Ngong Ping 360, Ocean
Park, and Stanley so that the students could experience the dynamic culture and lifestyle of Hong Kong. Some FH
students were involved in the programme. It is encouraging to see them getting along very well with the Korean students.

While the Department of English coordinated the whole programme, the success of this programme would not have
been possible without the support from the relevant units of the Faculty of Humanities.

Student group photo at PolyU

The students show interest in the exhibits during the guided
tour at the Innovation Tower.

The students visit Hotel ICON and learn about the operation
of this world-class teaching hotel.
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