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WHY HONG KONG

IMD World Competitiveness Ranking 2025, based on economic performance, government 
efficiency, business efficiency, and infrastructure

QS Best Student Cities 2026, based on university rankings, student mix, 
desirability, employer activity,  affordability, and student view

#3
#17

Clarivate Web of Science 2022-2024: Shipping Research

Research.com Best Business & Management Universities 2025

UTD (University of Texas at Dallas) Top 100 Worldwide Business School Rankings
based on Research Contributions 2020-2024

WHY POLYU BUSINESS SCHOOL

• International Rankings

• Accreditations

THE (Times Higher Education) World University Rankings 2025: Business & Economics

#2
#4

#35
#37

WHY POLYU

QS World University Rankings:
Sustainability 2025 (Hong Kong)

Times Higher Education (THE)
World’s Most International Universities 2025

Times Higher Education (THE)
Young University Rankings 2024

QS Asia University Rankings 2025

#3
#3

#7
#17
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• GRADUATE PLACEMENTS •

Alibaba Inc
AT Kearney
Cathay Pacific
Cardiff University
Crypto.com
Deakin University
Dong-A University
IG&H Consulting BV
JD.com, Inc.
King Mongkut's University of Technology Thonburi
Klynveld Peat Marwick Goerdeler
Lawrence Technological University
Nanyang Technological Universit
National Chengchi University

Dr WANG Wei
Sichuan University

Year of graduation: 2024
Supervisor: Prof. WANG Hans

Dr ZHAO Xue
Macau University of Science
and Technology

Year of graduation: 2024
Supervisor: Prof. XIAO Guang

Dr LIANG Ce
City University of Hong Kong

Year of graduation: 2024
Supervisor: Prof. JIANG Yuwei

Dr WU Wei
Zhejiang University

Year of graduation: 2023
Supervisor: Prof. LIU Wu

Dr LI lei
Hunan University

Year of graduation: 2025
Supervisor: Prof. ZENG Colin

Dr WANG Ben
Shanghai University of
Finance and Economics

Year of graduation: 2025
Supervisor: Prof. WU Qiang

Newcastle University
Saint Mary's University in Halifax
Singapore Polytechnic
Southern Denmark University
Tongji University
University of Birmingham
University of Exeter
University of Groningen
University of Liverpool
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley
University of Vaasa
Western Washington University
Wilfrid Laurier University
Xi'an Jiaotong University

and many more...



• RESEARCH AREAS •

• Supply Chain Management

• Aviation Management and Economics

• Maritime Studies

• Operations Management

• Transport and Logistics Management

• Maritime Law and Shipping Finance

• Accounting and Auditing • Corporate Finance and Asset Pricing

The doctoral programme at the School of Accounting and Finance (AF) at The Hong Kong Polytechnic University has been 
critical to my academic and professional growth. The faculty are not only leading experts, but also exceptionally 
supportive and approachable. I had the invaluable opportunity to co-author research papers with them, which helped me 
establish my research pipeline early on. The programme’s comprehensive coursework, generous financial support, and 
access to high-quality research seminars with distinguished scholars from around the world were also key to my success. 
Now, as a faculty member at the Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, I truly appreciate that the benefits of the 
programme extend far beyond publishing high-quality papers. The faculty at AF have inspired me to think like a lifelong 
learner—to be humble, curious and intellectually engaged, and to value both the depth and breadth of my research.

CHEN Fengqin, Freya

PhD Graduate

Bachelor of Management (Finance), Huaqiao University 
MPhil in Management (Finance), Xiamen University

Supervisors: Prof. SAFFAR Walid & Prof. WU Qiang

Research Interests: Financial Accounting and Corporate Finance

“

”

Joining the Department of Logistics and Maritime Studies (LMS) at PolyU for my PhD in 2024 has been a fantastic 
introduction to the academic world. The department provides a wealth of resources essential for my growth as a 
researcher, including access to large databases, seminars with leading scholars, academic conferences, and exchange 
activities. As a result, I am constantly learning about the latest developments in my field.  The well-planned curriculum is 
designed to build the core skills needed for impactful research and prepare us to handle complex problems.

My supervisor’s constant guidance and support have been invaluable in shaping my academic direction. His mentorship 
goes beyond building a strong foundation in data analysis and critical thinking; his positive and enthusiastic attitude has 
also inspired and guided me in my personal life. I feel fortunate to be part of the friendly and collaborative environment 
here: exchanging ideas with my peers is always insightful and helps me see my work from new perspectives. Finally, the 
numerous campus activities provide a great balance, creating a lively and supportive environment that have enriched both 
my studies and my daily life. 

Being in this environment has instilled in me a great passion for research. I am genuinely hopeful and excited about my 
academic development and all that the future holds.

YUE Xiang 

PhD Student

BSc in Transportation (Port and Shipping Engineering), Southeast University
MSc in Maritime Technology and Management (Distinction), National University of Singapore

Supervisor: Prof. YANG Dong

Research Interests: Data Mining Algorithms, Global Supply Chain Resilience,
Port Geography, Shipping Strategy Analysis

“
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•  Management – Strategic Management •  Management – Organisational Behaviour 

•  Management Information Systems

•  Marketing – Quantitative Marketing and Strategy

•  Marketing – Consumer Behaviour
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• RESEARCH AREAS •

• RESEARCH STUDENT ACTIVITIES •

Looking back on my PhD journey at the Department of Management and Marketing, I can honestly say it transformed me 
both as a researcher and as a person. The department provided incredible support at every stage, from generous research 
funding to opportunities for global conferences and academic exchanges. The exceptional coursework—including access 
to cross-institutional courses and seminars led by world-renowned scholars—also opened doors to exciting 
collaborations. 

What made this experience truly special, though, were the people. My supervisors were simply the best, patiently guiding 
me from a complete novice to an independent researcher. Every faculty member was immensely encouraging, 
consistently offering valuable feedback, while our amazing admin team kept everything running smoothly behind the 
scenes. My fellow PhD students became some of my closest friends; we challenged each other intellectually while also 
supporting one another personally. 

These five years were not always easy, but every challenge was worth it. Wherever my career takes me, I will always be 
proud to say, ‘I’m a PolyU graduate’.

LIU Qianqian

PhD Graduate

Bachelor of Management in Marketing, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics

Supervisors: Prof. JIANG Yuwei & Prof. HUANG Feifei

Research Interests: Consumer Behavior: Social Influence, Sustainability

“

”

School of Accounting and Finance:
PhD Consortium 2025

Department of Logistics and Maritime Studies:
Research Postgraduate Student Symposium

Department of Management and Marketing:
Personnel Psychology Paper Development Workshop 2025
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RESEARCH PROGRAMMES 

Programme Structure

Direct-entry PhD Programme

3-year PhD Programme

Award Notes 1 & 2 PhD

Admittees’ qualification Master’s degree with research component
and a Bachelor's degree

Study duration normal: 3 years; maximum: 5 years

Credit requirements & timelines of study (within normal study duration)

*  i. All returning RPg students will be allowed to transfer the grade obtained in one Academic Integrity and Ethics (AIE) subject to the new RPg programme 
    regardless of its level. However, credit transfer will not be granted to returning students admitted in or after 2024/25 for the credit earned from the subject
    “HTI6081 Ethics: Research, Professional & Personal Perspectives”.

   ii. 3 yr PhD students are allowed to apply to transfer one credit from their previous attendance at seminars.

# i. Departments can integrate the two elements as long as the Confirmation of Registration is successfully carried out by the end of the first five 
     semesters/terms as required by the University.

  ii. Students who fail the compulsory PhD Qualification Exam will be required to exit with the MPhil degree (subject to meeting all the relevant MPhil 
     requirements).

 

year               0.5                     1.0                     1.5                      2.0                    2.5                      3.0

3-year studentship for PhD study

PhD: 24 to 29 credits
18 credits from min. 2 research methodology courses &
max. 4 specialized courses +
1 credit from 1 academic integrity and ethics subject* +
3 credits from attending 30 research seminars* +
2 credits from practicum +
Max. 5 credits from 0 to 2 English enhancement subjects

Compulsory PhD Qualification Exam#

(for being qualified to continue the PhD study)

PhD Confirmation of Registration#

(by the end of the first 5 semesters/terms)

Oral Defence of
PhD Thesis

Our research programmes are designed to prepare students for a career in 
academic research and teaching. The programmes are broad-based and 
provide a rigorous foundation on which the students can build an academic 
career of their choice.

Our research programmes are 3-year / 4-year PhD Programmes:

The normal duration of the PhD programme depends on the students' educational background.  The 
programme mainly consists of two parts: coursework and thesis.  Students will also receive training in 
teaching and gain research experience through research seminar attendance.  After a successful defence 
of thesis and satisfying all University graduation requirements, the candidates will be awarded the PhD 
research degree. 
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Award Notes 1 & 2 PhD

Admittees’ qualification Bachelor’s degree with First Class Honours or 
 Master’s degree without research component

Study duration normal: 4 years; maximum: 6 years

Credit requirements & timelines of study (within normal study duration)

4-year PhD Programme

Direct-entry PhD Programme

# i. Departments can integrate the two elements as long as the Confirmation of Registration is successfully carried out by the end of the first six 
     semesters/terms as required by the University.

  ii. Students who fail the compulsory PhD Qualification Exam will be required to exit with the MPhil degree (subject to meeting all the relevant MPhil 
     requirements).

 

4-year studentship for PhD study

year               0.5                     1.0                     1.5                     2.0                     2.5                     3.0                      3.5                     4.0

PhD: 25 to 30 credits
18 credits from min. 2 research methodology courses & max. 4 specialized courses +
1 credit from 1 academic integrity and ethics subject +
4 credits from attending 40 research seminars +
2 credits from practicum +
Max. 5 credits from 0 to 2 English enhancement subjects

Compulsory PhD Qualification Exam#

(for being qualified to continue the PhD study)

PhD Confirmation of Registration#

(by the end of the first 6 semesters/terms)

Oral Defence of
PhD Thesis

Faculty Entrance

Requirement
GMAT or GRE results are required.

English 

Language 

Requirements

Applicants who do not have a degree for which English was the language of instruction at 

a recognized university are required to fulfil the University's minimum English language 

requirements for admission. Please refer to the "Admission Requirements" section for 

Research Postgraduate Programmes at Study@PolyU for details.

PolyU may accept other equivalent qualifications. The decision is made on an individual 

basis.

General 

Entrance 

Requirements

3-year PhD Programme

Normally hold an MPhil or equivalent (a 

research postgraduate degree with a 

dissertation as an award requirement)  and 

a Bachelor's degree, conferred by a 

recognised university.

Admissions and Entrance Requirements

Notes
Starting from the 2022/23 intake cohort, all research students are required to complete the e-Learning module on “Understanding China and the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region, P.R.C.” in English before thesis submission as a graduation requirement. Students are encouraged to complete the requirement as 
early as possible. Details of the requirement: https://www.polyu.edu.hk/ous/nationaleducation/understanding-china-and-hongkong/

Students can exit with a Master of Philosophy (MPhil) degree if they have completed 12 credits from a minimum of 2 research methodology courses and a 
maximum of 2 specialized courses, 1 credit from one ethics subject, 2 credits from attending 20 research seminars and maximum 5 credits from 0 to 2 English 
enhancement subjects.

1.

2.

RESEARCH PROGRAMMES 

4-year PhD Programme

Normally hold:

A Master’s degree and a Bachelor's 

degree, conferred by a recognised 

university; OR

A Bachelor’s degree with First Class 

Honours (or equivalent qualification), 

conferred by a recognised university.

-

-



The content of this publication is updated until October 2025.

Annual tuition fee

Continuation fee for each semester / term

beyond the normal study period
HK$7,417

Tuition Fee

General Enquiries

Examination fee HK$2,000

Support
• Research studentship with a monthly stipend of at least HK$19,220. For details of various Fellowship & 

Scholarship Schemes, please click here

• One extra year of PhD studentship for students with outstanding academic performance (subject to the decision 

of the department)

• Tuition scholarships for students with outstanding academic records

• Opportunities to attend international conferences 

• Accommodation at the Student Halls of Residence (at students’ own expense) 

• Access to excellent library, computing and other facilities

HK$44,500 *

(HK$89,000 for non-UGC-funded students who receive no stipend 

and no external funding support but some funding from the 

department)

Email: fb.research.enquiry@polyu.edu.hk          

Tel: (852) 3400 2582

Online application: https://rpgadmission.polyu.edu.hk 

* Starting from 2018/19 academic year, the Government provides tuition waiver for all local students enrolled in UGC-funded research postgraduate programmes 
   during the normal study period.

Year-round Schedule for 2026/27 Admissions

Research Areas Semester One
(Sep 2026 entry)

Accounting and Finance

Logistics and Maritime Studies

Sep 2025 to Dec 2025

Sep 2025 to Apr 2026

Sep 2025 to May 2026

Semester Two
(Jan 2027 entry)

Jan 2026 to Sep 2026

Summer Term
(May 2027 entry)

May 2026 to Jan 2027

Management and Marketing

Due to a very limited quota, you are encouraged to apply for Semester One admissions to increase your chances 

of admission. Semester Two / Summer Term admissions may be administered subject to quota availability. 

(For exact dates, please refer to PolyU RPgAdmission)


