Subject Code

ENGL582

Subject Title

Second Language Teaching

Credit Value

3

Level

5

Pre- / Co-requisite /
N/A
Exclusion
Objectives

Intended Learning
Outcomes

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

The subject aims to provide students with theoretical frameworks
and practical opportunities to investigate and critique practices in
English language teaching. The subject aims to encourage students
to better understand their practice as dynamically situated in an
immediate school and community context, as well as an historical
philosophical and theoretical one. The course will draw on the
collective language teaching and learning experiences of the group
to exemplify and illustrate issues raised.
Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:
a. demonstrate an understanding of the relationship of their
teaching practice to broader policy, theoretical and philosophical
contexts.
b. critically appreciate of range of methodological approaches to
the teaching of spoken and written language, with a focus on
recent progressive and post-progressive pedagogical trends
c. apply skills in techniques for classroom observation and selfreflection on practice.
The following topics will be covered:
1. An overview of approaches, methods, techniques:
 Reviewing and critiquing the notions of ‘method’ and
‘teaching style’
 Self-reflection on approaches used: The place of theory,
principles, beliefs and practical considerations in what we do.
2. Classroom-based research
 Introduction to classroom based research and action research
 Observing ourselves and others teaching
3. Teaching reading (text and image)
 Integrating reading into a language program
 Developing critical reading skills
4. Teaching writing:
 Process and product perspectives: What does it mean to
develop your writing skills?
 Contexts for learner writing; investigating genres; writing for
specific purposes
5. Teaching grammar

• Formal and functional grammars and their place in language
teaching
• How does a consideration of grammar assist us in sequencing
and progression in language teaching?
6. Teaching spoken language and interaction
• How can an understanding of spoken language and spoken
interaction inform language teaching
• Issues in teaching spoken language
7. Reflection
 Where from and where to in ESL in the Hong Kong context?
 Research needs and interests
Teaching/ Learning
Methodology

Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

This subject focuses on the theories and practice of English
language teaching. Teaching and learning will take the form of
lecture inputs followed by interactive seminars.
Specific assessment
methods/tasks

%
weighting

1. Classroom based research
focusing on the teaching
of reading or writing

50%

2. Investigating the teaching
of spoken English.

50%

Total

100%

Intended subject
learning outcomes to
be assessed
a

b

c













For Assignment 1, students have to collect data, reflect and
critically discuss one particular area of teaching. In their discussion
the students will relate pedagogic theory to practice. The discussion
should be based on data collected from the classroom, reflection
and recent research in the area.
For Assignment 2, students are expected to investigate the teaching
of spoken English and to critically discuss and relate theoretical
perspectives to pedagogic practice in relation to their own
reflections on teaching.

Student Study
Effort Required

Class contact:
 Lectures

39 Hrs.

 Seminars

0 Hrs.

Other student study effort:
 Private study

59 Hrs.

 Take-home assignments

22 Hrs.

Total student study effort
Reading List and
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120 Hrs.
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