Subject Code

ENGL328

Subject Title

Research Methods for Language Studies

Credit Value

3

Level

3

Pre-requisite /
Co-requisite/
Exclusion

None

Objectives

This subject aims to develop students’ awareness of the nature of
applied language research and provide them with an understanding
of applied language research by familiarising them with different
approaches to research design and execution as well as methods of
data collection, analysis, presentation, interpretation, and reporting.
The subject serves as a preparatory course for undertaking the Final
Year Project (ENGL424), but can also be studied as a stand-alone
course.

Intended
Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:
Category A: Professional/academic knowledge and skills
a.
b.

c.
d.
e.
f.

demonstrate a sound awareness of the nature of applied
language research
distinguish between quantitative, qualitative and
multi-method approaches of enquiry and between
secondary and primary data
understand fundamental concepts and new developments
in applied language research
produce a research proposal in an appropriate format
design and conduct quantitative, qualitative and
multi-method research
analyse research data manually and with the help of
computer programmes (e.g. SPSS)

Category B: Attributes for all-roundedness
g.
h.
i.

Subject Synopsis

work critically and creatively
demonstrate analytical and evaluative skills
apply effective strategies for conducting academic
research in both independent and team modes

1. Fundamental concepts of applied language research
2. Qualitative, quantitative and multi-method approaches to
research
3. Stages of literature review
4. Establishing research problems and questions
5. Research design techniques
6. Data collection, analysis, interpretation and triangulation
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7. Statistical concepts and applications
correlations, analysis of variance)
8. Research proposal writing
Teaching/
Learning
Methodology

Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended
Learning
Outcomes

(e.g.

t-test,

Learning is primarily through interactive lectures and seminars.
All assignments are designed to provide students with tasks that
require the evaluation, synthesis and application of key concepts,
approaches and techniques to designing and analysing studies in
applied language research.

Specific
assessment
methods/tasks

%
weighting

Intended subject learning outcomes
to be assessed (Please tick as
appropriate)
a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

i

1. Literature
Review

10%

   





  

2. Data
Analysis

15%

   





  

3. Presentation

15%

   





  

4. Research
Proposal

50%

   





  

5. Participation 10%

   



  

Total

100 %

The subject is assessed entirely through coursework. Students are
assessed in terms of both subject knowledge and generic skills
through a combination of an individually assessed group
presentation, one or more in-class/take-home mini-projects (e.g. a
data analysis report, a literature review, etc.), and a full research
proposal intended for Final Year Project (ENGL424).
Student Study
Effort Required

Class contact:


Lectures

26 Hrs.



Seminars

13 Hrs.

Other student study effort:


Private study

58 Hrs.



Take-home assignments

29 Hrs.
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Total student study effort
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