Subject Code

ENGL3020

Subject Title

Aspects of European Public Discourse

Credit Value

3

Level

3

Pre-requisite /
Co-requisite/
Exclusion

N.A

Objectives

How do politicians and the media conceptualize and communicate
abstract topics such as social integration and economic progress, in order
to win the hearts and minds of people? With an emphasis on the complex
European setting, this subject teaches how metaphor is used to construct
arguments which highlight the fundamental political parameter of
similarity and difference between peoples and communities. Students
will learn and apply theoretical frameworks from cognitive science,
cognitive linguistics, and critical discourse analysis to gain a deeper
understanding of i) prevalent social, political, and economic issues in
contemporary Europe; ii) comparable issues in their own cultures and
societies, particularly Hong Kong, and iii) the relevance of metaphor in
other non-political domains of discourse. For each of these issues, they
will determine i) the rhetorical/argumentative objectives of discourse
producers, ii) the role of metaphor in supporting these objectives, and iii)
the effects on discourse receivers (i.e. the general public). Individually
and in groups, students will acquire theoretical knowledge in cognitive
science and linguistics, practical knowledge in the application of
metaphor for effective argumentation, as well as critical thinking skills in
comparing issues across different cultures and societies.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

(Note 1)

Category A: Professional/academic knowledge and skills
a. Understand metaphor as a linguistic, discursive, and cognitive
phenomenon
b. Analyze contemporary social, political, and economic issues in
European (and Hong Kong) society from the perspective of metaphor
c. Appreciate and use metaphors to achieve more effective
communicative practices
Category B: Attributes for all-roundedness
d. Develop analytical and critical thinking skills
e. Develop a critical awareness of the links between theory and real world
application

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus
(Note 2)

Section One: Context and theoretical frameworks
Introduction to European society and politics
Introduction to Conceptual Metaphor Theory
• Image schemas and cultural models

•

Metaphor in discourse

Section Two: The politics of similarity
Image schemas and the discourse of similarity
• The Common European Home
• The European Union
• Comparable examples from Hong Kong and elsewhere
Section Three: The politics of difference
Cultural models and the discourse of difference
• Immigration policy
• Economic policy
• Comparable examples from Hong Kong and elsewhere
Section Four: Metaphor in other domains of discourse
Image schemas and cultural models in
• Scientific discourse
• Healthcare discourse

Teaching/Learning
Methodology
(Note 3)

This subject will be interactively taught with each session comprising of
lectures and small groups discussions closely supervised by the instructor.
Examples of different modalities (text, video, visuals) will be drawn from
a wide variety of contemporary sources to illustrate theoretical concepts.
Medium of instruction: English.

Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

Specific assessment
methods/tasks

%
Intended subject learning outcomes
weighting to be assessed (Please tick as
appropriate)
a

(Note 4)
Take home quiz
(individual)

30

Essay (individual)

30

Project (group)

30



Attendance
(individual)

10

N.A.

Total



b

c

d

e

















100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in
assessing the intended learning outcomes:

The take home quiz is focused on theoretical concepts and assesses
students’ specific understanding of theories and frameworks. The essay
complements this assessment by testing students’ ability to apply these
concepts at more general levels of argumentation and practice. The group
project combines elements and objectives of both assessments while
requiring students to demonstrate team skills.
Student Study
Effort Expected

Class contact:


lecture

39 Hrs.

Other student study effort:


research (2 hrs x 14 wks)

28 Hrs.



reading preparation (3 hrs x 14 wks)

42 Hrs.

Total student study effort
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