
Subject Code ENGL585    
Subject Title Syllabus Planning and Materials Design 
Credit Value 3 
Level 5 
Pre- requisite /      
Co-requisite/ 
Exclusion 

N/A 

Objectives 
 

• To introduce the concepts of syllabus and, with reference to English 
language teaching, the relationship between syllabus, methods and 
materials;  

• To introduce and exemplify different approaches to language 
syllabus design and the consequences of these differences for 
methods and materials; 

• To introduce methods and criteria for designing and writing 
effective materials for use in specific teaching contexts, and for 
selecting from, adapting or supplementing these as appropriate.  

Intended Learning 
Outcomes 
 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 
 
a. discuss the concept of syllabus and evaluate the effectiveness of 

different English language syllabuses and courses in the light of this 
discussion 

b. describe and evaluate syllabus planning and materials development 
processes in specific teaching contexts 

c. critique the effectiveness of English language materials (published 
or in-house) based on criteria 

d. justify adaptation and/or supplementation of English language 
materials (published or in-house)  

 
Subject Synopsis/ 
Indicative Syllabus 
 

• Concepts of syllabus 

• Approaches and methods of syllabus design  

• Syllabus evaluation and design  

• From syllabus to materials: materials evaluation for selection 

• Materials adaptation 

• Supplementation: the choice and exploitation of authentic materials; 

the Internet as a resource for language learning 

• Materials design in classroom and online contexts 

• Syllabus planning and materials design with specific reference to 

the use of English as a global lingua franca 

Teaching/Learning 
Methodology  
 

Teaching and learning will be interactive, and students are expected to 
participate actively both in class and online. Students will be introduced 
to key theories, principles and procedures in syllabus planning and 
materials development. The assigned readings and in-class discussions 
will help to consolidate understanding of content and allow students to 
critique and apply knowledge to the analysis and evaluation of syllabuses 
and materials.  



 

Assessment Methods 
in Alignment with 
Intended Learning 
Outcomes 
 

Specific assessment 
methods/tasks  

% 
weighting 

Intended subject learning 
outcomes to be assessed  

a b c d   
1. Assignment 1 - In-class 

quiz 
40% √ √     

2. Assignment 2 – Term 
paper 

 

60% √ √ √ √   

Total  100%  

 
The in-class quiz requires students to demonstrate their knowledge and 
understanding of key concepts related to syllabus planning and materials 
design.  
 
The second assignment requires students to apply ideas, theories, 
principles, etc. from their reading to some practical tasks related to the 
evaluation, adaptation and supplementation of published/AI-generated 
teaching materials and/or the design of syllabuses, materials and tasks for 
specific groups of learners. They should demonstrate their ability to 
critically apply the theories, principles, assumptions, recommendations, 
research findings, approaches, etc. in the literature to pedagogical practice. 

Student Study Effort 
Required  
 

Class contact:  

• Lecture   39 Hrs. 

• Seminar   0 Hrs. 

 

Other student study effort:  

• Weekly readings  13 Hrs. 

• Assignment-related reading, writing, discussions 68 Hrs 

Total student study effort  120 Hrs. 
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