Subject Code

ENGL563

Subject Title Analysis of Contemporary English Il
Credit Value 3

Level 5

Pre-requisite / N/A

Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Objectives

This course encourages students to explore the grammar of the English
language from multiple perspectives. The focus will be on cognitive and
discourse approaches to language analysis. We further complement these
approaches with insights from diachronic, typological, acquisition and corpus
studies. While our focus is on the English language, we also include
crosslinguistic comparisons to enhance our awareness of aspects of the English
language which may be universal, and those aspects which may be language-
specific.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:

a. gain a clearer understanding of the grammar of English at the phrase,
clause, sentence and discourse levels; this understanding comes from an
integration of knowledge acquired from multiple perspectives to
language analysis;

b. analyze key areas of English grammar, including tense and aspect,
modality and mood, active/passive/middle voices; nominalization and
relativization constructions; adverbial clauses; and (inter)subjective
expressions, adopting multi-disciplinary analytical approaches that
highlight cognitive processing considerations and discourse-pragmatic
motivations;

c. explain why certain grammatical constructions are preferred over other
synonymous ones within a particular context, based on factors such as
information flow, pragmatic focus, and register;

d. develop critical thinking skills, in particular approaching linguistic
problems (and by extension non-linguistic ones as well) in a logical and
systematic manner.

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

Students will explore these areas:

1. Introduction: Cognitive and discourse considerations in the study of
grammar

2. What’s a finite clause?—A close look at markers of verbal features
--valence
--voice
--aspect




--tense

--mood

3. What’s a nominalized clause?—A close look at markers of nominal
features
--classifiers
--plural marking
--possessive determiners
--demonstratives
--case marking
--topic marking

4. Why use (inter)subjective expressions? And how are they formed?
--use of exclamatives
--use of discourse markers
--use of parentheticals, tags, and sentence-final mood particles

I/Ie;ﬂ;lggll(;?mmg 1. Interactive lecture presentatior!s with powerpoints and_ handouts;

In-class analyses of grammatical constructions, particularly those that
tend to be problematic for language learners, with examples from
students’ writings as well as from language databases or copora;

2. In-class quizzes focusing on specific grammatical constructions taught
in the preceding lectures;

3. In-class progress reports of a grammatical phenomenon focusing on
their functions and their extensions from primary to secondary uses;

4. Final project presentation with feedback from peers and instructor;

5. Final project paper (identifying a grammatical construction and

analyzing its use over time, across genres and social registers, and
discussing the complexity of this particular construction among first
and/or second language learners).

Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

Specific assessment % Intended subject learning

methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed
a b c d

1. Attendance and active 10% vV v 4

participation in class lectures

and group discussions

2. Quizzes 20% iV v

3. In-class progress reports 20% iV v 4

4. Final project presentation 20% vViv| v v

paper

5. Final project paper 30% ViV vV

Total 100%

Discussions, quizzes, reports project presentations and final papers provide
students with the means to demonstrate their understanding of the primary and
extended functions of various grammatical constructions. While each group is




required to focus on one type of construction, the shared reports and
discussions allow students to benefit from the research efforts of other groups
as well. The reports and presentations in particular encourage students to
organize their ideas logically and to communicate effectively as well.

Student Study
Effort Required

Class contact:

= Lecture 39 Hrs.

. Seminar and in-class group discussions 0 Hrs.

Other student study effort:

. Preparing for quizzes 13 Hrs.
. Preparing for in-class progress reports 10 Hrs.
. Preparing for project presentations by

studying on-line teacher-provided materials
and referring to reference grammars and
journal articles

20 Hrs.

. Writing up final project paper based on
independent individual/group research, class 38 Hrs.
discussions, peer and instructor feedback

Total student study effort 120 Hrs.
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