
 
 
 

Subject Code ENGL542 

Subject Title Language Development and Use 

Credit Value 3 

Level 5 

Pre-requisite /     
Co-requisite/ 
Exclusion 

N/A 

Objectives 

 

This subject provides, first, opportunities for participants to reflect on the: 
 cognitive, psychological and social factors that affect language learning; 

 nature of the learning process, with particular reference to second 

language learning in Hong Kong; implications of the resulting insights 

for their own professional practices. 

The second focus of the subject helps students to: 

 identify the major socio-historical factors underlying the development of 

English as one of the global languages across cultural boundaries; 

 examine the changing roles and statuses of English in Hong Kong’s 

colonial and postcolonial transformations; 

 appraise Hong Kong’s language policy of trilingualism and biliteracy; 

 assess current practices in English competence development for social 

life in post-industrial Hong Kong. 

Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 

a. show an informed understanding of the key concepts in language 

development (critical age, instructed and naturalistic language 

acquisition, the language learning process and the language learning 

environment); 

b. demonstrate a critical understanding of major theories of second language 

learning;   

c. understand the learning process and the factors that might contribute to or 

inhibit second language development; 

d. recognize the major theoretical perspectives in sociolinguistics;  

e. apply these perspectives to analysing English language use in and across a 

variety of social contexts; 

f. demonstrate the ability  to reflect critically on current English literacy 



development practices in Hong Kong. 

Subject Synopsis/ 
Indicative Syllabus 

 

 Key concepts in psycholinguistics and language development 

 The processes of first and second language acquisition 

 The language-learning environment 

 Age constraints and neural plasticity 

 Multimodality and multicompetence 

 Translanguaging 

 The cognitive benefits of multilingualism  

 English in Hong Kong and Hong Kong’s global identity in English 

  Policies of trilingualism & biliteracy 

Teaching/Learning 
Methodology  

 

Through lectures , multimedia materials, student-led reflections, and 
workshops, the course will  guide students to achieve the learning outcomes.  
Teacher input will initiate student-led workshops on a range of topics designed 
to familiarize students with the relevant academic as well as professional 
concepts and perspectives.  Moreover, this process will enable them to analyze 
their own positions amid competing parameters. 

Assessment Methods 
in Alignment with 
Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

 

 

Specific assessment 
methods/tasks  

% 
weighting 

Intended subject learning outcomes to 
be assessed 

a b c d e 

1. Language-
acquisition 
autobiography 

25%      

2. Language 
instruction 
intervention video  

25%      

3. Term paper 35%      

4. Participation 15%      

Total  100% 

 

The language acquisition autobiography provides an opportunity for students to 
explore fundamental concepts in first and second language development with 
respect to their own acquisition experiences. The term paper presents a novel 
language-learning scenario for the students to apply their knowledge of course 
material to a real-life learning context. The language instruction intervention 
video allows students to focus on one specific dimension of language 
acquisition to demonstrate their understanding of the best teaching practice 
based on the relevant language acquisition principles. By participating in class, 
students engage with each of the course topics actively, allowing the instructor 



to spend more or less time on a given topic as needed. 

 

Student Study 
Effort Required  
 

Class contact:  

 Lecture 39 Hrs. 

Seminar 0 Hrs. 

Other student study effort:  

Preparation  for seminar presentation by studying on-
line teacher-provided materials 60 Hrs. 

Other private study 21 Hrs. 

Total student study effort  120 Hrs. 
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