
Subject Code ENGL518  

Subject Title Research Design and Methods 

Credit Value 3 

Level 5 

Pre- / Co-requisite / 
Exclusion N/A 

Objectives 
 

This subject introduces students to key principles and elements of 
academic research in language-related studies, to prepare them for 
the MA dissertation project and beyond. It provides students with 
foundational knowledge of topics ranging from methodological 
construction, sampling, data collection, qualitative, quantitative, and 
mixed methods analysis, and research proposal writing 
 

Intended Learning 
Outcomes 
 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 
a. understand the nature of academic research and its relevance to 

professional life; 
b. distinguish between quantitative, qualitative and mixed-method 

design and analyses; 
c. understand fundamental research concepts; 
d. analyze and evaluate solutions to identified academic and 

profession-related problems worthy of investigation; 
e. plan and produce a formal research proposal 
f. develop critical thinking and problem solving skills 
g. develop strategies for lifelong learning, including autonomous 

learning 
 

Subject Synopsis/ 
Indicative Syllabus 

Major areas of study include: basic principles of research, elements 
of a research proposal, topic and methodological construction, 
sampling, data collection (documents, interviews, questionnaires, 
experimental data), qualitative analysis, quantitative analysis, 
hypothesis testing and basic inferential statistics, mixed methods 
research designs 
 

Teaching / 
Learning 
Methodology  
 

The subject will involve interactive weekly lectures on the 
aforementioned areas of study, followed by student-led seminars 
based on lecture contents and/or issues which emerge from the 
lectures and real life illustrative examples. Students will 
demonstrate their understanding and ability to apply concepts by 
means of two take-home assignments, and a formal research 
proposal to be submitted at the end of the semester. The research 
topic identified in the proposal can be developed in subsequent 
semester(s) into the MA dissertation if so desired.  
 



  
 

Assessment 
Methods in 
Alignment with 
Intended Learning 
Outcomes 
 

Specific assessment 
methods/tasks       
               

% 
weighting 

a b c d e f g 
1. Take-home 
assignment 1 

30%        

2.Take-home 
assignment 2 

30%        

3. Research proposal 40%        

Total  100%  
• The take-home assignments test students’ understanding and 

ability to apply concepts to solve theoretical and practical 
problems (outcome a-d, f, g), while also requiring them to present 
arguments and solutions in accordance with the conventions of a 
formal research proposal (outcome e) 

• The research proposal requires students to synergize their 
understanding of all taught concepts (outcomes a-c) with self-
developed interest and curiosity about a well-define problem 
related to language studies (outcome d-g) 
 
 

Student Study 
Effort Required 

Class contact:  

 Lecture    39 hrs 

 Seminar   0 hrs 

Other student study effort:  

 To prepare for lectures/seminars by studying 
online readings and teacher-provided materials. 40 hrs 

 Take-home assignments 38 hrs 

Total student study effort         117 hrs 
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