Subject Code

ENGL5038

Subject Title Introduction to English Linguistics
Credit Value 3

Level 5

Pre-requisite/ /a

Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Objectives

This course aims firstly to familiarise students with the concepts,
terminology, and methods of linguistic analysis in the context of
English; secondly to familiarise them with the structures of the English
language and the basic principles that underlie them; and thirdly to help
them apply this knowledge to professional and/or educational contexts.

After acquiring the concepts in this core course, students will be better
prepared for more specialized courses that focus on
phonetics/phonology, grammar, sociolinguistics, and corpus linguistics,
as well as those that focus on language and communication in the
workplace/classroom.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

Category A: Professional/academic knowledge and skills

a. understand the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) and key
principles of English phonology;

b. construct and deconstruct English words based on principles from
morphology;

c. conceptualize common syntactic structures of English;

d. understand the diachronic and synchronic change of English lexis;

e. use corpora to investigate English lexis in use;

f. identify semantic properties of English words and phrases and
understand semantic relationships between words;

g. apply the linguistic concepts learnt to the analysis of English in
professional and/or educational contexts.

Category B: Attributes for all-roundedness

h. learn to think like a linguist (i.e., beyond orthography and surface
sentence structures);

i. display critical and creative thinking in reading;

J. develop a range of strategies for life-long learning through reading
and computer research.

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

Most/all of the following topics will be covered:

* The properties of human language
* Introductions to the following areas of English linguistic study:
a) phonetics (International Phonetic Alphabet, consonants,
vowels, etc.)
b) phonology (phonemes, allophones, co-articulation effects,

etc.)
¢) morphology (morphemes, affixes, word formation, etc.)




d) syntax (sentence structure, constituency tests, phrase
structure trees, etc.)

e) lexis (historical development of English vocabulary, early
lexical acquisition, corpora, etc.)

f) semantics (sense, reference, and denotation; sense relations;
figurative/metaphorical meanings, etc.)

Teaching/Learning In addition to face-to-face lectures, other technology-assisted teaching
Methodology methods (e.g., audiovisual teaching materials and practice with
language corpora) will be used.
Short interactive activities are incorporated into the lectures at regular
intervals. Following the lecture segments, some class time is devoted
to longer interactive activities that allow students to apply the
information learned during the lecture to novel contexts. When
possible, a secondary focus of these post-lecture activities includes
stimulating students’ reflections on the new material in terms of the
languages with which they are most familiar.
Much of the material requires active analytical practice in order to
acquire it. The above classroom activities will help to achieve this
purpose. In this way, this teaching methodology will help to support
the intended learning outcomes.
Assessment Methods
in Alignment with Specific % Intended subject learning outcomes to
Intended Learning assessment weighting | be assessed (Please tick as appropriate)
Outcomes methods/
tasks a|b|lc|d|e|f|lg|h|i]]
1. Midterm 40% ViV ViIivIv|Y
test
2. Final 60% AR AR AR AR AR AR
paper
Total 100%

The assessments are designed to develop students’ interest, sensitivity and
ability to study and analyse the English language. The midterm test checks
students’ knowledge and understanding of the basic concepts of English
phonetics, phonology, morphology and syntax. The final paper explores
one or more of the English lexis and semantics topics covered in the latter
part of the course.

Class contact:

=  Lecture 39 Hrs.




Other student study effort:

Student Study Effort =  Assessment preparation 37 Hrs.
Expected
= (lass preparation (including reading) 44 Hrs.
Total student study effort 120 Hrs.
. . Fromkin, V., Rodman, R., & Hyams, N. (2018). An introduction to
Reading List and language (11th ed.). Wadsworth.
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