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Subject Code ENGL2CN18 

Subject Title Down Under: People and Society in Australia and New Zealand 

Credit Value 3 

Level 2 

Pre-requisite / 
Co-requisite/ 
Exclusion 

None 

Objectives 
 

Australia and New Zealand are politically, economically, and culturally 
important to our region. China is Australia’s largest trading partner, and New 
Zealand’s second largest.  Over 2 million people in Australasia either claim 
Chinese ancestry or were born in China, Hong Kong or Taiwan.  Understanding 
Australia and New Zealand is pivotal to economic and social success down under.  
This subject gives students a broad, but theoretically robust introduction to the 
people and societies of Australia and New Zealand.  It traces the main themes in 
the historical, political and multicultural formation of these countries into 
successful social democracies, and their relationships with Asia.  Students are 
also equipped with cultural skills by exploring social identities and how English 
is used down under.  The subject closes with a survey of current issues in 
Australia and New Zealand, such as leisure and tourism, human rights issues, 
immigration, and gender.  The subject will especially be of interest to students of 
social science, business, tourism, education and language.  

Intended Learning 
Outcomes 
(Note 1) 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 
a. identify and understand key themes and challenges in Australian and New 

Zealand social, political and economic life,  
b. discuss issues relating to Australia and New Zealand as immigration nations 

and problematise ideas of Australasian cultures and identities, 
c. discuss core topics in Australia and New Zealand’s relationships with Asia 

and beyond, 
d. understand and discuss the cultures and challenges for Indigenous people,  
e. understand features of the English language in Australia and New Zealand, 
f. apply their knowledge about Australia and New Zealand to their own field 

of study,  
g. show leadership by better understanding Australia and New Zealand people 

and society as neighbours in our region. 
 

Subject Synopsis/ 
Indicative Syllabus 
(Note 2)  

The subject is divided into two focus areas, with the following indicative weekly 
syllabus: 
 
Who and what are Australia and New Zealand? 
1. An introduction: Geography, demography and government  
2. Building the Australian and New Zealand nations  
3. Immigration and multiculturalism   
4. Indigenous people, cultures and reconciliation  
5. Australasian identities and relationships  
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6. Language in Australasia  
7. Relationships with Asia and beyond 
  
Current issues and debates down under 
8. Leisure and tourism  
9. Relationships with the Crown  
10. Human rights 
11. Political perspectives on life, health and gender  
12. The environment 
 

Teaching/Learning 
Methodology  
(Note 3) 

The subject will be taught through a blend of lectures and interactive seminars 
where students will be required to actively engage with and discuss course 
content and weekly readings through a variety of individual and group-based 
activities.  This ensures students apply the new knowledge and theoretical 
concepts they have learned.  Students will have the opportunity to critically 
discuss key issues facing Australia and New Zealand in comparative context with 
Hong Kong.  Learning is supplemented by active participation in online class 
discussions.  
 

Assessment 
Methods in 
Alignment with 
Intended Learning 
Outcomes 
(Note 4) 

 

Specific assessment 
methods/tasks  

% 
weighting 

Intended subject learning outcomes to be 
assessed (Please tick as appropriate) 

a b c d e f g 

1. Group 
presentation 

30        

2. Online discussion 
participation  

30        

3. Comparative case 
study essay 

40        

Total  100 %  

 
The subject is assessed entirely through coursework.  Each assessment requires 
students to apply theories and concepts learned in the course to understand, 
reflect on and analyse social, economic or political phenomena in Australia and 
New Zealand. This is designed to foster a critical awareness of a specific area of 
society in Australia or New Zealand that students carry over to their own fields 
of study.  The assessment pieces offer flexibility to ensure students can focus on 
social, political or economic topics of their choice in consultation with the 
instructor. 
 
The group presentation allows students in pairs or trios to present on a case study 
of a specific aspect of society, economy, politics, language etc in Australia or 
New Zealand.  Online discussion requires each student to contribute to at least 
six weekly Blackboard discussions and to submit their ‘best three’ contributions 
for assessment vis-à-vis critical engagement with the literature and relevant 
theories.  The comparative study requires students to choose a specific topic of 
their choice in consultation with the instructor (eg the electoral system, gay rights, 
English, relationships with Asia, the Chinese diaspora) and to compare and 
contrast the Australian and New Zealand situation/context in the form of a written 
essay.  
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Student Study 
Effort Expected 
 

Class contact:  

 Lectures   26 Hrs. 

 Seminars  13 Hrs. 

Other student study effort:  

 Preparation for lectures and seminars  28 Hrs. 

 Preparation for assessments 52 Hrs. 

Total student study effort  119 Hrs. 
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Note 1:  Intended Learning Outcomes 
Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon completion of the subject. 
Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.    
 
Note 2:  Subject Synopsis/ Indicative Syllabus 
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time over-crowding of the syllabus 
should be avoided.  
 
Note 3:  Teaching/Learning Methodology 
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate learning, 
and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.  
 
Note 4: Assessment Method 
This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of the 
subject intended learning outcomes that each method purports to assess. It should also provide a brief explanation of the 
appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.  

 

 

https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjau20/current
https://ojs.victoria.ac.nz/jnzs

