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Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Subject Code ENGL1003

Subject Title Introduction to English-Speaking Cultures
Credit Value 3

Level 1

Pre-requisite/ None

Objectives

The central objective of this subject is to develop students’ awareness and
understanding of key factors that shape contemporary life across English-
speaking cultures. In an effort to enhance students’ global communicative
competence, students will analyse English’s different roles across media, public
discourse, and public policy in different countries and territories. The course
places special comparative concentration on the English-speaking inner circle
countries, including the UK and USA, while also providing additional focus on
English-speaking outer circle territories such as Hong Kong, Singapore, and
India. The examination of English-speaking cultures is essentially an exercise in
critical cultural analysis, furthering students’ understanding of the many factors
that affect and are affected by language and society, while eliminating the
concept of English as a monocultural entity.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 1)

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to demonstrate an
informed understanding of the historical factors, political structures, and other
cultural practices that have shaped and continue to shape English-speaking
cultures around the world.

Specifically, students will be able to:

a. understand the necessity for global communicative competence and its
role in mediating communication across and between English-speaking
societies;

b. evaluate critically the beliefs and values of these cultures with respect
to nationality, ethnicity, customs and traditions;

c. map the placement of their own societies and cultures within the
English-speaking sphere;

d. understand the diversity of aspects of personal and social identity,
including gender relations, family life, and work, present across
English-speaking territories;

e. demonstrate a clear understanding of the roles of the arts and media in
these cultures and their impact on the rest of the world;

f. show improved intercultural awareness by better understanding the
relationships between and roles of national and international policy
across English-speaking cultures; and

g. critically analyse the global impact of the English language and its
cultures.
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Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

e Nationality and ethnicity: the role of national and social policies within
English-speaking cultures and the establishment of both national and
ethnic identities and social norms;

(Note 2) e Education and employment: attitudes towards education, school and
university life, vocational training, etc;

e Personal identity: gender roles, family life, religious affiliation, work
and leisure, etc;

e Public policy and international politics: forms of government and
public policy within nations and the role international policy has played
in an increasingly connected world;

e Mass communication: top-down and bottom-up communication;
mainstream and subversive forms of media and communication; and the
role of the internet and language in defining or redefining identity at all
levels; and

e Global communicative competence: synthesising all of the above and
how they affect communication between individuals and groups at the
global level.

Teaching/Learning The teaching and learning approach is task-based, student-centred, interactive,
Methodology and reflective. There is a balance of individual effort and cooperative
interdependent learning in order to personalise and socialise the learning
(Note 3)
process.
Assessment
Methods in Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes to
Alignment with methods/tasks weighting | be assessed (Please tick as
Intended Learning appropriate)
Outcomes
a b c d e f|g
(Note 4)
1. Group presentation 25% VAR VAR EVERE BV BVAR BVE
2. Individual 35% va vaRwa VoY
presentation
3. Term paper 40% SOV Y SOV
Total 100%

The main purpose of the assessed tasks is to check students’ understanding of
key concepts and their ability to apply these concepts to the analysis of aspects
of particular English-speaking cultures. The aim is also to ensure that
assessment is for learning as well as of learning. The assessment tasks reflect
this philosophy in the way they meet ILOs: the group presentation provides the
chance for students to identify, compare, and contrast two cultures; the
individual presentation gives students the opportunity to explore in more detail
aspects of nationality, ethnicity, customs and traditions in one culture; and the
term paper permits individual reflection, analysis and comparison of a self-
chosen aspect of the English-speaking cultures in question.
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Student Study Class contact:
Effort Expected
= Lectures 39 Hrs.
Other student study effort:
=  Private study 56 Hrs.
= Take-home assignments 28 Hrs.
Total student study effort 123 Hrs.
Reading List and Recommended reading list
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Note 1: Intended Learning Qutcomes
Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon subject completion. Subject
outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.

Note 2: Subject Synopsis/Indicative Syllabus

The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time, overcrowding of the syllabus
should be avoided.

Note 3: Teaching/Learning Methodology
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate learning,
and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.

Note 4: Assessment Method

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting and indicate which of the
subject intended learning outcomes that each method is intended to assess. It should also provide a brief explanation of
the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.
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