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A joint paper by Professor Kathleen Ahrens of our Department, Professor Chu-Ren Huang from 

the Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies, and Dr Zhao Qingqing from the Institute of 

Linguistics at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences was selected by Lingua, a top journal in 

the field of Linguistics, as one of Editors' Choice articles for the first quarter of 2020. The editors 

praised the paper as noteworthy and likely to be of high interest to the community. 

The paper, titled "Directionality of linguistic synesthesia in Mandarin: A corpus-based study," 

discusses how Mandarin data challenges the prevailing theory of the cross-linguistic universality 

of transfer patterns in linguistic synesthesia. Linguistic synesthesia is the linguistic device of 

describing one of our five senses with terms from another sense, such as "a bright sound" or "a 

warm colour." 

This study is the first major study based on non-Inda-European languages and demonstrates that 

Mandarin synesthesia has some unique directionality tendencies. The article suggests that both 

neuro-biologically-based and bodily-based experiences jointly underline linguistic synesthesia. 
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