Chinese reading programme for

South Asian students
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Led by Dr Leung Man-tak, Associate Professor, and Dr David Yuen,
Lecturer, at the Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies, a school-
based project has commenced in May 2013 to develop an educational
programme for local South Asian students to learn to read Chinese.

Most of the South Asian students in Hong Kong speak in Hindi-Urdu
language and find it extremely difficult in learning to read Chinese.
There is no corresponding graphemic unit for phoneme in Chinese. If
the South Asian students do not develop the orthographic-phonological
correspondence strategies in reading Chinese, they have to resort to rote
memorization in reading.

Two parameters describing the orthographic-phonological relationship in
Chinese are “regularity” and “consistency” which are employed to develop
the educational programme. The programme is designed to foster
the quick acquisition of the orthographic phonologic correspondence
strategies as a powerful self-teaching device (phonological recoding)
and a tool for the South Asian students to further explore and learn the
Chinese language in Hong Kong.
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