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A wider field of vision
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Prof. George Woo (left)
was presented the Essilor
Award for Outstanding
International Contributions
to Optometry.
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The Essilor Award highlights Emeritus
Professor’s outstanding contributions to
optometry around the world.
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Professor of the School of Optometry, is a man with a singular vision.

He wants to unite optometrists and related professionals to treat and
prevent blindness all over the world. A strong advocate and pioneering
leader in the promotion of primary eye care in Hong Kong, he nevertheless
has his sights set further afield.

P rof. George Woo, Visiting Chair Professor of Optometry and Emeritus

Commenting after receiving the American Academy of Optometry’s Essilor
Award for Outstanding International Contributions to Optometry on 25
October in Seattle, USA, Prof. Woo said that “not all parts of the world are
fortunate enough to have primary eye care, never mind optometrists, but you
can all play a part in alleviating this by volunteering for various humanitarian
initiatives or exchange programmes”. There was, he warned, “a dire need for
quality eye care services, especially in developing countries”.

Prof. Woo received the Essilor Award for his significant contributions to
the development of optometry in the Pacific Rim and promoting optometry
throughout the world. He began his career as an optometrist with the
Canadian Red Cross Society after graduating with a Doctor of Optometry
degree from the University of Waterloo in 1964. He later moved to Indiana
University, where he obtained a PhD in Physiological Optics in 1970.

After serving at various prestigious universities in Canada, the USA, UK and
Australia, Prof. Woo joined the Hong Kong Polytechnic in 1987, where he led
the development of one of the best optometry programmes in the world. In
1997, he was appointed Chair Professor of Optometry and Dean of the Faculty
of Health and Social Sciences at PolyU. He later decided to relinquish the
deanship, but felt the call of duty again in 2008, when he resumed the position.

All the while, Prof. Woo developed his research interests in vision rehabilitation,
the psychophysics of vision, myopia, contrast sensitivity function, visual optics,
vision in the aged and photometry. His highly respected expertise also led to
presidencies and chairmanship of several professional bodies and membership
of numerous committees in Hong Kong, the Chinese mainland and worldwide.

Prof. Woo has served as President of both the World Council of Optometry and
the Asia Pacific Council of Optometry. Few places around the globe are never
within this optometrist’s ever-watchful gaze.
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