B AT R

PolyU Milestones / December 2013

UGC Award
recognizes
outstanding

teaching
ﬂ/ﬂéféﬂt L

REFNAZ K

Eets

(Photo on top) UGC Chairman Mr Edward
Cheng (right) presenting the UGC Teaching

Award to Prof. Alan Lau Kin-tak.
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(Photo on right) Prof. Lau provides students

with rich learning experience.
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Prof. Lau was one of only two teachers from among 16

candidates selected for Hong Kong's top teaching honour

in 2013. Prof. William Kirby, Chairperson of the award
selection panel, said that the panel had looked for great teachers
who used learner-centred approaches, showed through their
curriculum design that they had a true command of their field, and
demonstrated achievement and leadership in teaching.

Mr Edward Cheng, UGC Chairman, presented the award to Prof.
Lau at a gala dinner held on 5 September 2013. The UGC's Awards
Citation described Prof. Lau as “a visionary and adventurous
teacher who has crossed many of the boundaries in higher
education today to provide students with an exceptionally rich
and engaging learning experience which initiates them into the
discipline of product and engineering design”.

Prof. Lau emphasized that “A teacher’s responsibility is to provide
a platform for students to realize their potential. My teaching
approach is to take student learning well beyond the conventional
boundary of university classrooms to create a learning experience
that is as inspiring as it is effective”. His Industry-engaged
Outcome-based Education (IeOBE) teaching approach allows
students to participate in activities that involve direct interaction
with practitioners working on real-world tasks.

This close involvement with industry undoubtedly gives graduates
a competitive edge when entering the workforce. Graduates who
had been taught by Prof. Lau said that unlike in other courses that
only focus on design and manufacturing, he ensures that students
are exposed to a wide range of knowledge, “from market research,
product design and development to marketing and promotion”.

Prof. Alan Lau Kin-tak of the
Department of Mechanical
Engineering has received the
prestigious University Grants
Committee (UGC) Teaching
Award 2013 in recognition of his
outstanding performance and
achievements in teaching.
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The Award provides Prof. Lau with HK$50,000 cash and HK$450,000
in funding to develop various teaching activities, such as arranging
meetings and forums in which students will have the chance to meet local
entrepreneurs, and overseas visits that will offer students the opportunity
to broaden their horizons by meeting global entrepreneurs. The funding will
also help students from various faculties to create innovative new products.

To share his teaching experience, Prof. Lau will hold a seminar for
participants from all universities in Hong Kong on the theme of “Engagement
with Entrepreneurs to Reinforce Teaching Quality in Hong Kong's
Educational Sector”.

Prof. Lau was honoured with the PolyU President’s Award for Excellent
Performance/Achievement in Teaching in 2008, Award for Innovative
Excellence in Teaching, Learning and Technology at the 20th International
Conference on College Teaching and Learning in the US in 2009. He was
also the winner of the Ernest L. Boyer International Award for Excellence in
Teaching, Learning and Technology.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wM-aaw1N-3w
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