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[.ocal SMEs show

sustainability and CSR progress

7K 3 /J\JJ:E&jJT’E
Al

—\4/\

towards business sustainability through corporate

social responsibility (CSR) with the release of the
second annual Hong Kong SME Business Sustainability
Index compiled by the Department of Management and
Marketing.

P olyU has placed itself at the forefront of the drive

The aim of the index is to encourage Hong Kong's SMEs
to introduce sound business principles and corporate
sustainability practices. At a ceremony to launch the
index, PolyU President Prof. Timothy W. Tong reiterated
that “sustainability is one of the major directions of
development for PolyU".

The new version of the index was compiled with
information on 48 Hong Kong SMEs with outstanding
performance in CSR initiatives during 2012/13. It
assessed them in three major areas: the value of CSR
and sustainable development, management and CSR
projects, and positive contribution to economic, social
and environmental sustainability.

It is encouraging to see the increasing efforts of local
SMEs in both business sustainability and CSR that
reflected in the change of the index. The 2013 index’s
mean score was 62 on a 100-point scale, compared to 58
last year. The scores for CSR values and the assessment
of CSR impact also rose from 61.8 to 68.6 and 45.2 to
51.0, respectively.

Prof. Tong noted that the improved scores and increasing
recognition the index enjoys in the business community
and society at large are proof that the city’s SMEs take
CSR seriously, which can only be beneficial to Hong
Kong's long-term development.
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PolyU’s Department of Management and
Marketing is helping to promote corporate
social responsibility as a model for business
sustainability amongst Hong Kong'’s SMEs.
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Prof. Carlos Lo and Prof. Eric Ngai of the Department
of Management and Marketing reveal the results of the
Hong Kong SME Business Sustainability Index.
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