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PolyU Milestones / June 2012

People / AT

President’s Awards
recognize outstanding staff

REGRERE REALHET

On 25 November 2011, five individuals and

one team were named recipients of President’s
Awards for Excellent Performance/Achievement
2010/11, in recognition of their outstanding
achievements in teaching, research and
scholarly activities, as well as services.
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Dr Henry Chan

The teaching philosophy of Dr Henry Chan,
Associate Professor at the Department of
Computing, can be summarized in one word:
TEACH - Thoughtful, Enthusiastic, All-rounded,
Creative and Helpful. With this in mind, he is
dedicated to nurturing students, developing
their potentials and realizing their dreams.

He plays an important role in defining the
Department’'s CARE education aim: Career,
Applications, Research and Entrepreneurship.
He also proposed a 5S Model - a Student-
oriented, Systematic and Synergistic model
for computing education with five essential
components: Scheme, Streams, Specializations,
Skills and Spirits. Besides, he founded the
Advanced Enterprise Infrastructure Lab which
provides students with many worthwhile
learning opportunities.
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Prof. Iris F. F. Benzie

Chair Professor and Associate Head at
the Department of Health Technology and
Informatics Prof. Iris F. F. Benzie's teaching
philosophy centres around student engagement
and responsibility, developing a culture of
mutual respect and trust and establishing
common goals that are ambitious but attainable.
She is committed to promoting students’
confidence to support their development as
responsible members of society and future
leaders of their professions and the community.
Her teaching methods are innovative, creative,
stimulating, highly-effective and very well
received by students.

In addition, she makes a substantial contribution
to the planning, administration, management
and delivery of teaching at departmental,
faculty and University levels. She continually
strives to enhance her own teaching and
mentors colleagues, shares teaching materials,
ideas and insights.
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Prof. Chen Xiaojun

Prof. Chen Xiaojun, Professor and Associate
Head at the Department of Applied Mathematics,
has made outstanding contributions to both the
theory and algorithms for solving nonsmooth,
nonconvex optimization problems, stochastic
equilibrium problems and nonlinear equations
with many important applications in engineering
and economics. She has published over 80
papers in major journals. Between 2007 and
2010, she was listed as one of the 1,075 most
highly cited mathematicians in the world over
the preceding ten years on The Institute for
Scientific Information’s website.

She has successfully won General Research
Fund of the Research Grants Council for four
consecutive years since 2008. Her excellent
research achievements have earned wide
recognition and helped raise the department’s
professional standards in mathematical
research.
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Dr Su Zhongqing

The major research interests of Dr Su
Zhongqing, Assistant Professor at the
Department of Mechanical Engineering, include
structural health monitoring, smart materials
and structures. Dr Su leads a research team in
the Department dedicated to the development
of structural health monitoring technologies.
Over the past few years, he has secured
more than HK$5 million funding as a Principal
Investigator.

Dr Su has published over 100 scholarly papers
including some 60 in top journals, and authored
two books and four book chapters, along
with three edited conference proceedings. In
2006, he received an Early Career Symposium
Fellowship Award from the Australian Academy
of Technological Sciences and Engineering
in recognition of his outstanding research
achievements at an early career stage.
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Dr Vincent T.Y. Ng

Dr Vincent T.Y.Ng, Associate Professor
and Associate Head at the Department of
Computing, always seeks opportunities to
serve PolyU and the wider community. He and
his colleagues have launched a community
service programme in the Department to help
students acquire professional and lifelong
learning experience through serving others. In
the past decade, more than 40 projects have
been implemented, with over 200 students
participated and 2,000 people benefited. In the
past five years, he has successfully secured
over HK$5 million of external funding to
support those projects.

Dr Ng has also been working on the
establishment of qualification standards of IT
professions, as well as actively involving in drug
prevention programmes.
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(from left) Dr Lo Veng-cheong, Dr Lam Chi-hang,

Mr Matthew Wong Man-hon, Prof. Helen Chan-Wong
Lai-wa, (from right) Dr Mak Chee-leung,

Dr Wong Yuen-wah, Mr Eugene Ng Yu-him and

Dr Ong Chung-wo at the Department of Applied Physics
The Community Weather Information Network (Co-WIN) was established
in 2007 under the leadership of Dr Ong Chung-wo in collaboration with
the Hong Kong Observatory to provide real-time weather information
for the public via the internet. In addition to weather data sharing, Co-
WIN provides a platform for participating schools and its member
institutions to exchange observational experiences and to organize
related educational activities.

In recognition of its efforts in raising community awareness towards
weather and climate, Co-WIN received the prestigious Vaisala Award
for Weather Observing and Instrumentation 2010 from the Royal
Meteorological Society. Co-WIN also won the Best Collaboration
Certificate of Merit (Service) in the Hong Kong Information and
Communication Technology Awards 2011
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