Knowledge Transfer 0 0 0 O

Hong Kong Developed ‘mycar’
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PolyU and EuAuto Technology Limited
launched mycar, the first home-grown
electric vehicle, in Hong Kong in October.

The car has obtained the World
Manufacturer Identification code earlier and
is fully compliant with European standards.
It went on sale in the UK, France, ltaly,
Austria and Denmark in 2009.

PolyU technologies have contributed to
the development of mycar and its body
was designed by renowned ltalian car
designer Giorgetto Giugiaro. The car has
met the roadworthiness requirements
stipulated by the HKSAR Government’s
Transport Department and has been
granted the vehicle type-approval as a
private car.

The car’'s NEV version is sold in Hong
Kong which can be driven on roads with
speed limits of up to 50 km/h. It can
travel 110 km on flat surfaces, reaching
maximum speed of 64 km/h. After that, it
can be fully recharged in six to eight hours
through regular household socket. After
travelling 20 km, it takes only 1.5 hour to
fully recharge.

The car’s lithium battery powered and
upgraded versions will be available in

Hong Kong in early 2010 with significant
improvements in terms of mileage and
speed to meet the expectations of Hong
Kong’s Eco-car drivers.

Hong Kong'’s Innovation and Technology
Commission has granted HK$2 million
for further research and development on
mycar.
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The Hon. John Tsang Chun-wah, Financial Secretary of the HKSAR Government (centre),
Prof. Timothy W. Tong, President of PolyU (left), and Mr Peter Sun, Chairman of EuAuto

Technology Limited, officiate at the event.
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‘mycar’ is available in many different colours.
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President Prof. Timothy W. Tong drives the
Hon. John Tsang Chun-wah around the
University campus in mycatr.
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New Bollard System for Streets
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Working with officials of Hong Kong'’s
Highways Department, Prof. Michael

Siu (in the above picture), leader of the
University’s Public Design Lab, has
invented a new bollard system, FlexiBOL®,
resulting in a breakthrough in the use of
public space.

Equipped with specially-designed
interlocking components and mounting
mechanism, the FlexiBOL® can be set
up and dismantled much faster than the
traditional bollard, thus allowing greater
flexibility in the use of public space.

A walkway can be quickly converted
into a street market or a public place

for social, cultural and festival activities
by dismantling FlexiBOL®’s locks and
bollards. It can also be erected as barrier
between walkways and roads with
heavy traffic.

FlexiBOL®’s innovative design fits well
with the urban environment of densely
populated cities like Hong Kong. It also
overcomes the limitations of existing
vertical bollards, which are difficult to fix
in the shallow-paved roads and walkways
with large number of utility installations
underneath.

The system is being tested by the
Highways Department and has already
been installed along the congested Hing

Fat Street in Causeway Bay. Authorities in
Beijing and Tianjin are considering large-
scale use of the system in central business
districts and coastal areas.

Prof. Siu has registered 10 patents for
FlexiBOL® and won several overseas
awards, including the Japan Intellectual
Property Association Award for the Best
Invention in Industrial Design, a Gold Medal
at Malaysia’s 20th International Invention,
Innovation & Technology Exhibition and
the Double Gold Award from the British
Inventors Society.
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