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A Catalyst for a GREEN &
Vibrant Community

THE HONG KONG
POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY
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Located at Hung Hom since 1957, The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University (PolyU) has been witnessing
the changes and development in this area over the
past 60 years. The outdated urban planning model,
rapid growth in population and economic activities
in nearby districts have brought along many teething
problems: heavy traffic, air and noise pollution, poor
connectivity, lack of open space and many others.
Not only.the 30,000+ staff and students of PolyU
consider the situation less than satisfactory, the
nearby communities and the daily commuters are
also looking forward to havingrimprovement in their
environment. PolyU, a university which cherishes
a sustainable future;.is-committed to finding an
innovative solution to revitalize the districts.
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HE AREETR
En Insufficient public space

Existing Problems ~ * Zenzieausmes

Heavy traffic and poor air quality

X BIREREERZERTE
Congested and polluted bus waiting area
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Poor connection within the districts
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Overloaded footbridge
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H = With “To learn and to apply, for the benefit of mankind” as its motto, PolyU is
An Innovatlve committed to blazing new trails and bringing positive changes to society.
soluti on to In order to solve the problems faced by Hung Hom old district and to revitalize
the nearby districts, PolyU initiated the Green Deck idea in 2012 and engaged
e n h a n c e a consultant in mid of 2013 to conduct a feasibility study. With the encouraging

findings, the University has embarked on extensive community engagement

th e e HVi ro n m e nt exercise and a wide variety of related research.
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Turning Grey to Green
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Situated over the existing Cross-Harbour Tunnel Toll Plaza,
the proposed Green Deck will stretch from the northern tip
of PolyU campus to the Tsim Sha Tsui East harbour front,
connecting the podium of the PolyU campus with that of
the MTR Hung Hom Station. With a deck area of around
43,000 sgm., it is intended to provide a green open space
with cultural, leisure and sport facilities and amenities for the
local communities, commuters and different stakeholders.
In addition, the Green Deck will significantly enhance the
pedestrian connectivity amongst the nearby districts: Hung
Hom, Tsim Sha Tsui East , Homantin, King’s Park and Jordan.
Other than pedestrian walkways, cycle tracks can also be
provided to encourage environmentally friendly commuting.
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Functional Design
for Each Storey
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The proposed Green Deck has three levels. The
landscaped park, cultural, leisure and sport facilities will
occupy the top level, while the ground level will remain
to serve cross harbour traffic. The intermediate level is
planned for weather protected pedestrian circulation, bus
waiting lounges, mechanical and electrical service areas.
In addition, there will be about 30,000 sgm. of indoor
space for a variety of uses such as conventions or retail.
The estimated cost of construction of the Green Deck is
around HK$5 billion (as at 1st Qtr. 2014 price level).
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Academic Research
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Over 100 PolyU academics have been involved in a number of
related practical research in the past few years and the research
findings has confirmed that the Green Deck is an obvious choice
for a sustainable future.
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A study on the pedestrian circulation reveals that the Green
Deck would significantly improve the pedestrian circulation
within the area and effectively link the nearby segregated
communities.
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A research on the noise environment confirms that with
proposed noise mitigation measures, the proposed Green
Deck will be able to reduce the traffic noise level at PolyU
and locations nearby the MTR Hung Hom Station and the
Hong Kong Coliseum.
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Three research related to air quality confirm that with the
proposed Green Deck and the exhaust emission treatment
systems, the overall air quality and ventilation will be greatly
enhanced.
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The research on the effect of greenery confirms that parks
or green roof can effectively help lower temperature and
mitigate urban heat island effect.
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We target to build a net-zero-energy consumption deck with
zero greenhouse gas emission. Our study confirms that this
is possible with the use of PV panels and PV floor tiles.
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Eco-glass architectural construction material will be used
in the proposed Green Deck. Our research reveals that
this does not only help recycle tons of waste glass, the air-
purifying, self-cleaning and anti-microbial properties of the
recycled materials will significantly benefit the environment.
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A number of research on the social, economic and related
impact of the proposed Green Deck and some cost-
benefit analysis have been conducted. The findings are
very positive. Apart from reducing the risk of cancer and
other chronic illness, the green environment will facilitate
people to walk and exercise, thus leading a healthier life. In
addition, the project will, in one way or the other, benefit six
major user groups, namely the local residents, tourists, local
business communities, daily commuters, event attendees
and academic community at PolyU, and hence a beneficial
investment to the public.
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Community Engagement
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Starting from early 2013, PolyU has been engaging government
officials, district councils, community influential, businesses,
professional groups, green groups, students and residents nearby
via a wide variety of programs, such as leaflet, website, forums,
briefings, presentations, exhibitions and Facebook feeds, etc.
The Green Deck initiative has received overwhelming support
with many positive inputs, although some have expressed
concern mainly on the cost, constructability and interference
on cross harbour traffic. We will make reference to those
suggestions to further enhance our proposal.
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The Stakeholders’ Feedback

EHACTAEMEITABE - BHALMLLETRNAERRE
ENES - BB SR
TEEZEGFTHREERE N EL L
“The proposed Green Deck with appropriate pedestrian connections
could inject vibrancy into the less active neighbourhoods in
Hung Hom, and help building more diverse communities.”
Ms Iris Tam, Former Managing Director of Urban Renewal Authority
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“Apart from greening, the proposed Green Deck can be
developed for cultural and tourism uses.”
Dr Peter Pun, Former Director of Planning Department
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“The proposal is very creative! It can maximize the land
utilization, while improve the existing noise impact and air quality.
There is no reason of not supporting the project.”
Mr Tony Tse, Former Chairman of Panel on Development,
Legislative Council
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‘Apart from aesthetics, it is also essential to consider the
relationship between urban ecology and nature. For instance,
Kowloon Park can serve as an urban oasis to provide a habitat
for insects and birds.”

Prof. John Ng, Chairman of BEAM Society Ltd.
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“The proposed Green Deck does not only serve as a deck but,
more importantly, provides us with great accessibility to public
open space and healthy lifestyle.”

Prof. Bernard Lim, Founding President of Hong Kong Institute
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“We need a vibrant pedestrian connection between the
communities and harbourfront. The proposed Green Deck
can provide public with joyful experience walking towards the
harbourfront.”

Mr Vincent Ng, Non-official Member of Harbourfront Commission
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“It is very difficult for my children to learn cycling as there is no
cycle track and cycle park in the community and we need to go
to Tai Po for cycling every time. It would be great if the Green
Deck can provide cycling and child recreational facilities.”

A local resident
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‘Apart from greening, the Green Deck should include smart
and resilient design such as information and communications
technology and heat island mitigation measures. There is public
aspiration on the Green Deck to positively contribute to climate
change and serve as an example to motivate Hong Kong to
become a smart green resilient city.”

Mr Wilfred Lau, Director of Arup
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“| appreciate the Green Deck project very much! | originally thought
it was an impossible plan but now | believe this project is highly
implementable. The proposed Green Deck is a solution to the
congested footbridges and insufficient green and recreational space.
Therefore, it will be supported by the local residents. In case the
project has the support of the public, district councils and legislative
council, the Government should serve as the major investor.”
Ir Cheung Yan-hong, Member of Kowloon City District Council
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“The construction of Green Deck will only occupy two traffic
lanes, one lane for each direction. With the use of prefabricated
components, the construction time can be speeded up.”
Mr Yu Sai-yen, Executive Director of Gammon Construction
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A Potential Location for a New Conference GCentre
for Hong Kong
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Synergy impact brought ahout by

the proposed conference centre to tourism,
convention and exhibition sectors
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“The Tsim Sha Tsui East/Hung Hom area is a key
transport hub with good connectivity to other districts
by both rail and road. The Green Deck, together with
the nearby hotel cluster and the iconic Victoria Harbour,
provides a good foundation for re-invigorating the
neighbourhood into a tourist hotspot. Since the area will
be just one stop from the Hong Kong Convention and
Exhibition Centre on the new MTR Shatin to Central Link,
it also has the potential to be redeveloped to provide
space for hosting a new world class convention centre
for large conventions, business meetings, and many

other activities.”
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Mr Anthony Lau,
.. :Cl[uﬁﬁlgim Executive Director of Hong Kong Tourism Board
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O i “There is a strong need for a new sizable exhibition
78 Waterfront c?é?iiﬁge Exparition o centre in Hong Kong and MTR Hung Hom Station will be
« E % an ideal location as it is only one station away from the
d —— | future MTR Exhibition Station. Besides, with accessible
J_k%éiﬁ S (ff,;'@ifﬁ and effective links to adjacent sites, this transit oriented
Maéne_e Reilway deck development will increase the commercial value of
OO”"%C“O” m‘;gm adjacent lands and enable urban regeneration in those
3 Ceinitod \previously isolated areas.” )
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ntral Wan Chai Causeway Bay Managing Director of Samson Wong &

Associates Property Consultancy Ltd.
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Translating Vision into Reality
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While the Green Deck is a community based project, the
involvement of the government is a must given its mega scale
and resources involved if we want to take this project forward.
We will continue to engage the government and the wider
community with a view to bringing this "Opening Minds -
Shaping the Future" social innovative project into reality.

FNEREZAEE  FEHZE:
Your views count! Please send them to:

views.on.greendeck@polyu.edu.hk

Green Deck Report Green Deck Video

www.polyu.edu.hk/
www.polyu.edu.hk/ cpalgreendeck/
cpa/greendeck/report/ video/1/

Green Deck Leaflet

www.polyu.edu.hk/
cpa/greendeck/
leaflet/2/
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