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Through strategic partnerships and exchange
programmes with leading universities, PolyU
offers students the opportunity to gain a
broader perspective of globalissues.
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Network expansion &
major collaborations
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University Social Responsibility Network

The 2018/19 year was an exciting one for the USR Network
(USRN), whose member universities from around the world
continued to collaborate on various projects and activities.

* Project Uganda
Project Uganda was the first student-initiated community
engagement project by the USRN. Run by a group
of students from member universities, the project
consisted of workshops on basic literacy and healthcare
ata children’s learning community centre in Kibuli,
an underdeveloped area in Uganda's capital city of
Kampala. This initiative was undertaken in partnership
with a local not-for-profit organisation, the 40 Days Over
40 Smiles Foundation.

e USR month
In October 2018, the USRN held the USR Month,
which featured an exhibition showcasing USR student
engagement projects, a series of fair-trade coffee
workshops, a PolyU Blood Donation Challenge and
ATaste of PolyU—an event in which underprivileged
schoolchildren were invited to PolyU campus to
experience life as a university student.

® USR Summit
On 2—4 December 2018, PolyU co-hosted the USR Summit
with the University of Haifa and the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. The Summit comprised plenary and parallel
sessions and study tours of both Haifa and Jerusalem.

ABHEEEERE

2018/19 RERREHSEHERELE (T4
B1)ERN—F > BEAEMRZHY
M@ RRBEH T SEREE -

STEIRR

STERER R BERSEEE
WIATHHEIER - 2AMEZ A
LB TLORMOEXRTERS)
REME (IR ST ESERBAIAN
—EERE) WREZBHEFRL - 8
MEAHF BRI -

REHEEREAR

ME4%1 1R2018F10R &M T TKE
HEEMER) BEHEHEE K2
HEET-BLEHERE ZHAY
BZMBEI(EL - BMES - UK
MAEIE R, B8 - Hep THRIEIE A
BEE T KRB S BHENTNBERE
AREBREBRASRETE -

AREHERESES
EAESERBHERBIENL HREAE
R2018F12A2E4B AT RS
2EEsEE - BLETTZHEIHE
SEANERT R - TR PR EEREE
FIERER S EITER

International Outreach #%¥%1k 87

Uniuersity Soci-! .‘
Summit 2018




88 PolyU Annual Report A%k 2018/19

Agreement signed with Hebei Government

PolyU entered into an agreement with the Hebei provincial
governmenton 11 April 2019, under which Hebei Province
will help to fund PolyU’s scientific research and encourage
local enterprises to participate in PolyU projects. For its
part, PolyU will offer high-end technologies and talent to
advance Hebei's research capabilities.

Global network

As of June 2019, PolyU had established 416 academic
collaboration agreements with 297 institutions in 45
countries and regions. During the year, 48 new agreements
were signed and 18 new partnerships established. They
included agreements with The University of Newcastle in
Australia, McMaster University in Canada, The American
University in Cairo in Egypt, National University of Sciences
and Technology in Pakistan, KTH Royal Institute of
Technology in Sweden, Royal College of Artin the UK and
University of Wisconsin—Madison in the US.
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Shanghai—Hong Kong University Alliance

PolyU joined 15 leading universities in Shanghai and
Hong Kong to found the Shanghai—Hong Kong University
Alliance. The aim of the Alliance is to cultivate new talent,
cooperate on research projects, exchange knowledge and
promote sustainable development.

International learning experience

In2018/19, 50.3% of PolyU undergraduate students have
gained international learning experience. During the year,
over 960 PolyU students studied at one of the University's
251 exchange partner institutions. The University also
welcomed around 960 students from overseas countries
and regions to study at PolyU.
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Strategic developments
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Belt and Road Cross-Professional Advancement Programme

PolyU launched the Belt and Road Cross-Professional
Advancement Programme, the first-ever cross-
professional platform for professionals and business
leaders in Hong Kong and mainland China. It allows them
to exchange experiences on Belt and Road infrastructure
projects, strengthen ties, explore market opportunities and
develop multilateral collaborations.

The programme, which commenced in January 2019, is
funded by a grant of HK$2.32 million from the Professional
Services Advancement Support Scheme of the Commerce and
Economic Development Bureau of the HKSAR Government.
With the support of 25 professional bodies, it has offered
workshops and sharing sessions covering a wide variety

of topics.
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Belt and Road Advanced Professional Development
Programme in Power and Energy

Established in 2017 by PolyU and Xi'an Jiaotong University,
the Silk Road International School of Engineering held

the Belt and Road Advanced Professional Development
Programme in Power and Energy for a second year. In
partnership with the State Grid Corporation of China

and The Hongkong Electric Company Limited, the two
universities hosted 25 professionals in the power and
energy sector from 12 countries or regions on field-trip
studies and exchanges in Xi'an, Jinan and Hong Kong.

Bilateral talent exchanges with Belt and Road countries

During the year, PolyU launched the Belt and Road
Distinguished Visiting Scholars Scheme and K.C. Wong

Belt and Road Visiting Fellowship Scheme to support
bilateral talent mobility and the development of high-
impact research and education collaborations with Belt
and Road universities. Under these schemes, three
distinguished Belt and Road scholars visited PolyU to share
their research experiences and findings in Poland, Israel
and Belt and Road regions. In addition, 10 PolyU academics
were funded by the K.C. Wong Education Foundation to visit
10 countries along the Belt and Road.
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First cross-strait Service-Learning seminar

On 12 May 2019, PolyU and Xi'an Jiaotong University held the
first cross-strait Service-Learning conference to promote
the development of Service-Learning in higher education.
Experts from more than 10 universities gathered in Xi'an to
discuss their experiences and vision for Service-Learning.

Continued development of Shenzhen Base

The PolyU Base on Commercialisation, Training

and Research in Shenzhen established three new
laboratories—the Life Sciences Research Laboratory,
Centralised Animal Facility (Shenzhen) and Photonics
Research Centre—in order to bid for large-scale research
projects at the national level. During the year, Shenzhen
Base secured two national projects, with a total funding
of RMB36.9 million, in conjunction with partners such

as Alibaba, Peking University, Tsinghua University and
Sun Yat-sen University. As of June 2019, the total value

of grants received from the Ministry of Science and
Technology, National Natural Science Foundation of China
and governments of Guangdong and Shenzhen exceeded
RMB348 million.

Shenzhen—Hong Kong Start-up Internship *
Immersion Programme

During the year, a total of 76 students from Hong Kong,
mainland China and other overseas institutions took part

in the 50-day Shenzhen—Hong Kong Start-up Internship «
Immersion Programme organised by the Greater Bay Area
International Institute for Innovations. This first-of-its-kind
immersion programme comprised field trips, internships
and exchanges at start-ups, incubators and multinational
technology companies in Hong Kong and Shenzhen,
enabling students to deepen their understanding of
entrepreneurship and innovation in the Greater Bay Area.
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Annual events
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PolyU International Summer School

In the summer of 2018, more than 430 students from

38 countries and regions joined the five-week PolyU
International Summer School. In addition to undertaking
credit-bearing subjects, students also participated in
heritage field trips and various cultural exchange activities
in Kaosiung, Taichung, Guangzhou, Shenzhen and Xi'an to
expand their horizons and enrich their learning experience.

Exploring China Programme

Exploring China is a series of programmes designed to
enrich PolyU students’ learning experiences and broaden
their knowledge, particularly with regard to cultural and
socialissues in mainland China. In the summer and winter
of 2018, more than 1,300 students participated in 56
programmes, including summer schools, Service-Learning
activities, study tours, and various courses in mainland

China and Taiwan.
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Silk Road International Summer School

PolyU and Xi'an Jiaotong University held the fifth annual
Silk Road International Summer School, bringing students
forinter-cultural learning experiences in Xi'an, Dunhuang
and St. Petersburg, Russia.

In Xi'an and Dunhuang, around 140 students from PolyU,
Xi'an Jiaotong University, Al-Farabi Kazakh National
University and Peter the Great St. Petersburg Polytechnic
University joined the four-week programme. Also
participating was a group of around 50 students from
seven universities in Hong Kong and Beijing, who visited
St. Petersburg, Russia for a seven-day study trip on
infrastructure projects under the Belt and Road Initiative.

Innovation and Entrepreneurship Summer School

Co-organised by PolyU, Zhejiang University and National
Chengchi University, the Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Summer School-Mainland China, Taiwan and Hong Kong
accepted its third intake at PolyU. Sustainability was the
theme of this year's event, which drew about 40 students
from the three universities. The programme also enabled
students to gain insights into the different cultural
backgrounds, learning styles and business innovation
and entrepreneurship in mainland China, Taiwan and
Hong Kong.
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