JOURNEY TO
A GREEN AND

SUSTAINABLE
CAMPUS
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PolyU’s eco-friendly campus supports the evolving needs
of learning, teaching and research as well as
the strategic development of the University.
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A SUSTAINABLE CAMPUS
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Footbridge linking the main campus and
Block Z

An iconic footbridge linking the main campus and podium
level of Block Z is still under construction, scheduled for
completion in early 2019. After completion, the footbridge
will not only improve pedestrian connectivity between the
main campus and Block Z but also serve as a test bed for
engineering-related activities and form part of the cycle route
envisioned in the long-term campus master plan.
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Library extension and revitalisation

PolyU has applied for funding from the Government for

the proposed Library Extension and Revitalisation project,
which will provide additional space for the Library as well as
improve some of the existing facilities. Subject to funding
approval, the additional floor and the revitalisation of existing
space will be completed in 2021 and 2022 respectively.
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Campus expansion at Ho Man Tin

This project will accommodate more than 1,200 hostel
places and provide over 10,000 m? net floor area of
academic and teaching space. The detailed design work
of the development is currently in progress. Subject to the
approval of the University Grants Committee (UGC) and
various government authorities, the project is targeted for
completion in stages by the end of 2024.

Hostel development at Kowloon Tong

The Government has earmarked a site near Tat Hong
Avenue at Kowloon Tong for PolyU’s hostel development.
This project will provide more than 1,600 hostel places and
other supporting amenities for the University. Subject to
approval by UGC and various government authorities, the
project is targeted for completion by 2028.
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Occupational health and safety awards

During the year, the University received the following
awards in recognition of its outstanding performance in
promoting occupational health and safety:

e Second consecutive Gold Award by the Royal Society
for the Prevention of Accidents of the United Kingdom

e Safety Performance Award (other industries category)
and Safety Promotion Award (Silver) at the 16th Hong
Kong Occupational Safety and Health Award

e Joyful@Healthy Workplace Best Practices Award
(Enterprise/Organisation) — Excellence Award in the
Occupational Health Award 2017/18

e One of 10 organisations with the highest participation
rates in the Indoor Air Quality Certification Scheme
for Offices and Public Places, organised by the
Environmental Protection Department
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEC
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Sale of plastic bottled water below
1 litre banned

During the year, PolyU implemented a new policy to
discontinue the sale of bottled water (below 1 litre, non-
sparkling and unflavoured) in the campus convenience
store, all catering outlets on the main campus and student
hostels, and vending machines. At the same time, the
University encouraged staff and students to bring their
own bottles and refill them at the drinking water stations
installed around the campus.

Reduction of disposables on campus

To promote Bring Your Own (BYO) practices and minimise
single-use items, a higher BYO discount scheme was
started at designated catering outlets on the main campus
and student residence halls to members of the University
community who bring their own food and beverage
containers. On the other hand, a $1 charge was also levied

for each takeaway lunchbox and cup during non-peak hours.
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Plastic Free Fridays

PolyU started Plastic Free Friday to encourage support of
plastic-free living with a commitment to skipping plastics,
such as disposable lunchboxes, cups, bags and straws.

Reusable lunchbox rental scheme

The reusable lunchbox rental scheme allows PolyU staff
and students to borrow a special ‘EC BoZ’ lunchbox for
takeaway meals at Z Canteen and Z Cafe by paying a $10
deposit that is refundable on the same day.

Fauna@PolyU

Fauna@PolyU is a web-based platform that introduces the
wide variety of bird and insect species on campus to help
users discover their features. It also contains information
and images of bird species as well as links to recordings of
frequently-heard bird calls.
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