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This is my first annual report message since assuming the
position of Council Chairman of The Hong Kong Polytechnic
University (PolyU) on 1 January 2016, an appointment that

is a great honour for me.

In this role, | am fully aware of the responsibilities that PolyU
and | have to our stakeholders, both within the University
and in the community at large. In addition to meeting

the changing needs of society, we prepare students for
meaningful and successful careers, and carry out research
and knowledge transfer that benefits all of mankind.

Among all the challenges faced by the higher education
sector in Hong Kong, | see it as my duty to
uphold PolyU’s institutional autonomy and
to ensure its public accountability, while
meeting the expectations of students
and faculty members. The University’s
commitment is to create a better future for
the next generation and the community.
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Meeting the demand for talent and
business solutions

To ensure our education offerings remain relevant to
society, the University needs to keep its finger on the pulse
of Hong Kong. We will continue to impart the knowledge and
skills of our future leaders to serve an evolving world and to
spur economic growth. We started offering a BEng (Hons)
programme in Aviation Engineering in 2016 and will launch
a BBA (Hons) in Aviation Management and Logistics in 2017.
These are examples to meet the needs of the fast-growing
aviation industry and the construction of the third runway
at Hong Kong International Airport.

| believe that emerging world problems can be solved

only with new thinking. One example is our researchers’
partnership with Huawei Technologies Co. Ltd to develop

a software approach to undoing signal distortions so that
data transmission speeds in data centres can be increased.
Achieving a new world speed record of up to 240 Giga

bits per second over two kilometres at a low cost, this
breakthrough represents a practical solution by offering
new forms of communication such as immersive videos,
augmented reality and virtual reality.

Our long-established culture of research and knowledge
transfer enables academics to conduct research with
great impact.In 2015/16 alone, PolyU Technology and
Consultancy Co. Ltd was engaged in 543 consulting
projects, bringing the expertise of over 350 academic
consultants to more than 330 clients around the world.
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Supporting national development
and nurturing leaders

With the introduction of our nation’s One Belt One Road
development strategy, we see many opportunities for
collaboration in education and research with universities
around the world, particularly in Russia, Eastern Europe,
Central Asia and the ASEAN region.

To take advantage of these opportunities, PolyU formed

the Task Force on Belt and Road Initiative to orchestrate

the efforts of our departments. We have now drawn up an
inventory of our current involvements, based on which we
can develop a roadmap for future collaborative projects
along the Belt and Road. Potential partners for building
strategic ties include Peter the Great St. Petersburg
Polytechnic University, Al-Farabi Kazakh National University
and Politecnico di Milano, to name a few.

We also have related initiatives for developing the potential
of young people, including the Silk Road International
Summer School and Silk Road Youth Leadership
Programme. The Silk Road International Summer School
2016 was organised in collaboration with universities along
the Silk Road. Academic and cross-cultural exchanges for
students were being hosted in Xi'an, Milan and Almaty.

Together with Peking University and Xi'an Jiaotong
University, we have organised the Silk Road Youth
Leadership Programme — a one-year training programme
with the objective of nurturing first-year students into future
leaders with global vision. Fifty students from Hong Kong,
Malaysia, Korea and the Chinese mainland, including those
from the Hui, Uyghur and Tibetan ethnic groups, took part

in the Programme. They had the opportunity to visit Xi’an,
Ningxia and Israel, gaining exposure to different cultures

and social environments. To conclude the Programme,
students will perform community service in Central Asia,
putting their knowledge and insights into practice.
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Apart from the new initiatives taken along the Belt and
Road, PolyU continued its efforts expanding the University’s
academic links. As of June 2016, PolyU had established 308
exchange agreements with over 260 partners in some 40
countries or regions.

Overcoming challenges to
better our world

From my previous experience as a Council Member,

then Deputy Chairman, to my new capacity as Council
Chairman, | have been deeply impressed by the valuable
support from our staff and alumni which underlies the
success of this University. Achieving as much as we have
over the years would not have been possible without their
dedication and strong faith in our value of embracing and
executing a bold vision.

My thanks go to them, as well as to our students, business
and industry partners, and other stakeholders in the
community, for supporting our ideals and efforts in
improving society.

As we celebrate our 80th anniversary of education and
research excellence, | look forward to continuing our close

partnerships with friends and collaborators and to working
closely with them to realise our dreams and ideals.

T.C.Chan, BBS, JP
Chairman of Council

December 2016
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