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PolyU is a university committed to turning today's potential into
tomorrow's accomplishments. During the year under review,
we embedded this ideal into a new brand promise —

Opening Minds * Shaping the Future — that describes our
efforts to empower our students, staff and graduates to make
their dreams a reality.

We are well aware of the problems our community, our nation
and our world face today and will face tomorrow. We address
climate change and support disaster recovery. We find cures
and fight poverty. We explore ways to enhance safety and
boost efficiency. We open up new horizons in space and at
nano-level.

All change begins with a dream. PolyU encourages the
university community to face up to the challenges of our
complex world and follow their dreams in the spirit of "doing
well and doing good". This, in turn, will help to shape the next
generation as drivers of innovation that brings positive change,
and as ethical and socially responsible leaders who will play an
instrumental role in advancing our society. We count on them
for a sustainable and prosperous future.

Shaping the leaders of
the future

The University is keen to shape the next generation who do not
only possess the skills and knowledge to excel in their chosen
profession, but are also ready to serve the global community with
a strong sense of social responsibility. Supported by the breadth
and depth of our curriculum, PolyU's innovative education model
includes our Service-Learning and Work-Integrated Education
initiatives.
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The University staunchly advocates Service-Learning to provide
opportunities for students to gain a deeper understanding of
society and those in need. All PolyU undergraduate students will
have to take a mandatory three-credit Service-Learning subject
through which they will apply their professional knowledge to
serve the community. | am proud to report that the total number
of Service-Learning subjects has increased to 58 during the
year, taken by more than 3,000 students. Many of our students
have undergone life-changing experiences through participating
in a variety of projects around the world.

After our service trip to Myanmar, for example, one student

came to believe that service is 'sharing’, not 'giving'. | am sure
that student's passion to share his love and dreams with the
underprivileged will continue to grow in the days and years ahead.

Closer to home, biomedical engineering students who worked
with rehabilitation centres in Guangdong have also been
inspired. Having provided prosthetic and orthotic services

for children with cerebral palsy, they returned with a greater
commitment to the profession they had chosen. In all our
Service-Learning projects, the benefits flow both ways.

These are not isolated examples. Many students, through their
rating of the learning outcomes of this subject, have told us
that they understand the real world better and are more
confident that they could help make a positive change. They
have also developed their leadership, communication and
problem-solving skills.
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accomplishments.

Shaping a better future
through innovation

One of the hallmarks of PolyU is its ground-breaking research that
helps to save people's lives and create a more sustainable future.

In research led by Professors Larry Chow and Bill Chan of the
Department of Applied Biology and Chemical Technology, a
PolyU team developed an inhibitor called Apigenin Flavonoid
Dimer that reverses cancer drug resistance in patients suffering
from breast cancer. Using a nutrient found in fruits and
vegetables, the inhibitor can prevent drug rejection by cancer
cells and offer better treatment outcomes. More importantly, this
new inhibitor is ten times more potent and three times safer than
the best inhibitor currently available.

Another medical breakthrough made during the year was a
computer-aided system that accurately diagnoses acute strokes
shortly after their onset. Developed by Dr Tang Fuk-hay and his
team at the Department of Health Technology and Informatics,
the system combines artificial intelligence and a sophisticated
algorithm to detect ischemic or haemorrhagic stroke. The
system can make diagnoses with 90% accuracy.

Our researchers are also developing innovative technologies

that will help to create a greener world. These include a novel
energy storage device developed by Prof. Daniel Lau and Dr
Yuan Jikang of the Department of Applied Physics, which makes
use of synthetic manganese dioxide to produce ink for wearable
devices and radio-frequency identification systems.
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Also making inroads into green technology are Dr Yan Feng and
his team of the same department, who developed the first-ever
semi-transparent perovskite solar cells with graphene electrodes.
Distinguished by their high power conversion efficiencies, the new
solar cells can absorb light from both sides to significantly increase
the surface area for collecting solar energy on windows, facades,
louvers and building rooftops.
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Shaping our world
through social good

In the face of pressing world issues, we believe that the public
good can best be served by a concerted global effort. PolyU
can contribute to these by mobilizing like-minded universities

to share expertise, experience and creativity. With this in mind,
we established the University Social Responsibility Network with
eleven universities in Australia, the Chinese mainland, Israel,
Japan, Korea, the United Kingdom and the United States.

The objective is to pool ideas and resources for developing
collaborative projects that advance higher education as a
catalyst for social change.
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In January 2015, PolyU hosted the Empowering Global Food
Safety event for discussing the latest challenges in global

food safety and sharing best practices to safeguard public
health. Concurrently, the University initiated the establishment
of a Food Safety Consortium as a unique technology exchange
platform for assisting the industry and community to tackle
food safety issues, supported by PolyU's technologies.

Our initiatives are manifestations of the University's commitment
to engaging the university community, the nation and the world
to address world challenges and shape a better future.

Shaping the future of
our University

As much as PolyU is concerned about the world around us,
we have not lost sight of the advancement of the University. As
staff members are key players in shaping the future of PolyU,
we facilitate their development and recognize excellence in
performance. During the year, we have refined the operation
workflow of our framework for the appointment, promotion
and retention of academic staff. We have also developed the
framework for our non-academic staff in order to provide them
with career development opportunities in a more structured
manner.

While PolyU strives to shape the future through education,
research and knowledge transfer, its evolution and advancement
is shaped by the concerted efforts of students, staff and alumni.
| would like to take this opportunity to thank the University
Council, Court, staff, students, alumni and our partners for their
continuing support. | pledge to work closely together with the
entire PolylU community to forge ahead and stride forward into a
brighter future.
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Timothy W. Tong, Ph.D.
President

December 2015
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