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r 1+ — |nternational
Advisory Board

The fifth International Advisory Board meeting was held on
5-7 November 2014 on the theme of social responsibility for
the University. International advisors discussed education and
shared research from a social responsibility perspective and
Service-Learning experiences with senior management, faculty
representatives, students and other stakeholders.
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The Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Global
Student Challenge

The biennial Innovation and Entrepreneurship Global Student
Challenge in June 2015 attracted 57 teams of over 220
contestants from universities and high schools all over the
world. This PolyU signature event provided a platform for
participants to network with like-minded peers, as well as to
learn from eminent academics and prominent business and
social entrepreneurs.

Expanding our international
network

During the year, PolyU continued to expand its academic links
with leading overseas universities and institutions, including
those in Brunei, Colombia, Croatia, Kazakhstan, Latvia and
Vietnam, in order to create more academic exchanges,
research internships and Service-Learning opportunities for
students. As at June 2015, the University had established
284 exchange agreements with 244 partners in 37 countries
and regions.
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Summit on University Social
Responsibility

On 19-23 November 2014, PolyU hosted the 2nd Summit on
University Social Responsibility and Inaugural International
Conference on Service-Learning. The Summit attracted

over 300 participants from across the world to exchange
views on topics that included "Nurturing Students to be
Socially Responsible Citizens", "Developing University Social
Responsibility: Strategies and Models" and "Higher Education
as a Catalyst for Social Change".

"World Cities World Class
University Network"
Symposium

In August 2014, a PolyU delegation participated in the
inaugural World Cities World Class University Network (WC2)
Symposium hosted by City University London. The five-

day programme brought together over 130 academics and
postgraduate students to discuss challenges and solutions
in establishing effective cooperation between cities and
between universities. PolyU academics and PhD students
made presentations during the event.

Exploring academic
partnerships

Prof. Hal Abelson, Director of the MIT Centre for Mobile
Learning at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)
together with his MIT App Inventor Team visited PolyU in
July 2014 to explore potential collaboration opportunities in
computer science education.

In September 2014, Prof. Moshe Sheintuch from the Faculty
of Chemical Engineering, Technion — Israel Institute of
Technology visited PolyU to build stronger research links with
the University's Faculty of Applied Science and Textiles and
Faculty of Construction and Environment. He also gave a talk
to faculty members and post-doctorate students.

Singapore's Ministry of Education led a delegation
comprising the Consul General of Singapore in Hong Kong,
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senior officials from the Ministry of Education and school
principals on a visit to PolyU in January 2015. During their
visit, the delegation learned about the education system and
development of vocationally-oriented degree programmes in
Hong Kong.

In January 2015, a PolyU delegation visited Almaty and
Astana, Kazakhstan, to explore opportunities for academic
exchange and research collaboration. During the visit, the
delegation met with the senior management of several
leading universities and the Vice Minister for Education of
Science.

P K A

- o & T T T ===

¢ Second Summit on University Social ResPunsi
Inaugural International Conference on Service-

= MNenn | 3Tl ,:‘ o2 W ]

RE 2015 1 AanHEIER - #5172
BB HIE RIABE RAH 24 RIZ
HEJR ©

2015 45 1 1 TR R 56 B i 7 M 1 32
AR BRIPTETES - 4R B30 R R
TAIEIRE - TR0 E A = WA R
BEEAE RN ESE -




BROADENING OUR
OUTREACH TO THE

MAINLAND
$h R P b I 38

POLYU ANNUAL REPORT # X $f 2014/15

As part of the Exploring China programme, PolyU offered a
wide range of credit-bearing and Service-Learning subjects and
programmes, giving students the opportunity to venture into the
Chinese mainland. In the summer and winter breaks of 2014/15,
more than 1,400 students participated in learning programmes.

Leveraging development of
the New Silk Road

Under the Chinese mainland's strategy of development along the
One Belt, One Road, PolyU and Xi'an Jiaotong University with
the support of the Shaanxi government formed the Universities
Alliance of the New Silk Road (UANSR). This initiative, which
was launched in May 2015, attracted close to 100 universities in
countries along the New Silk Road to begin negotiating bilateral
or multi-lateral cooperation agreements under the UANSR umbrella.
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With the formation of the alliance, PolyU is extending the reach
of its Silk Road Youth Leadership programme to Eurasian
countries. Since the summer of 2015, this one-year intensive
training programme has enrolled local and non-local students
for educational trips to Xi'an, Turkey, Israel and Kyrgyzstan in
Central Asia, organized talks by distinguished speakers, and
arranged research projects for participants. Through these
activities, students will learn about cultural, ethnic, racial and

economic issues of different countries along the New Silk Road.

Also expanding to Eurasian countries, the Silk Road
International Summer School provides opportunities for
students to study Chinese history and culture through lectures
and field trips. The first Silk Road International Summer School
was organized in 2014 in collaboration with Xi'an Jiaotong
University, with a mixture of participants from PolyU, Xi‘an
Jiaotong University and overseas universities in the UK, US,
Australia, Korea and Taiwan.

More study programmes in
the Chinese mainland

In collaboration with elite Chinese mainland universities,
PolyU offered 30 classes across 13 different academic
programmes in the mainland in 2014/15, with classes
mostly conducted at PolyU's outposts in Xi‘an, Hangzhou
and Sichuan. Subject areas included business, hotel and
tourism, real estate, information systems, physiotherapy and
occupational therapy. To-date, PolyU has 23 state-approved
programmes in the mainland and graduated almost 7,800
students since 2000.

PolyU is also working closely with leading mainland
institutions to offer Joint PhD programmes. Partnering
institutions include Harbin Institute of Technology, Sichuan
University, Sun Yat-sen University, Tongji University, Xi'an
Jiaotong University and Zhejiang University.
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Boosting research and
knowledge transfer

In 2014/15, the PolyU Base on Commercialization, Training
and Research in Shenzhen succeeded in bidding for
mainland research projects funded by the Ministry of Science
and Technology, National Natural Science Foundation of
China, and the Guangdong and Shenzhen governments. By
the end of June 2015, the accumulated mainland grants in
Shenzhen exceeded RMB100 million.

At the new Knowledge Transfer Centre, Shenzhen Base,
PolyU also succeeded in drawing resources from mainland
industries and facilitated 100 consultancy projects with
accumulated funding of over RMB30 million.

During the year, Shenzhen Base also established the
Shenzhen Key Laboratory of Food Biology Safety Control
and equipped it with state-of-the-art facilities for developing
national and international collaborations in food safety.

Support for post-quake
reconstruction in Sichuan

During the year, the Institute for Disaster Management and
Reconstruction (IDMR) established by PolyU and Sichuan
University continued to provide support for the post-quake
reconstruction effort in Sichuan and Yunnan. A student
disaster nursing team was also formed by the Institute to
offer timely assistance to victims of the Ludian earthquake in
Yunnan in 2014.

A cumulative total of 42 students were enrolled in the Joint
PhD programme with IDMR and 133 students registered in
the four Master's programmes in Prosthetics and Orthotics,
Disaster Nursing, Physical Therapy and Occupational
Therapy.
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Insights from distinguished
scholars

On 25 November 2014, PolyU honoured six renowned
scholars from the Chinese mainland under the Distinguished
Chinese Visiting Scholars Scheme. All of the scholars are either
members of the Chinese Academy of Sciences or the Chinese
Academy of Engineering. They were (photo 9, from right)

Prof. Yang Xiurong of the Changchun Institute of Applied
Chemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences; Prof. Huang Wei,
President of Nanjing University of Technology; Prof. Xu Guanhua,
former minister of Science and Technology; Prof. Wang Huijun
of the Institute of Atmospheric Physics, Chinese Academy of
Sciences; Prof. Ding Han, Dean of the School of Mechanical
Science and Engineering, Huazhong University of Science
and Technology; and Prof. Mei Hong, Vice President and
Professor of Shanghai Jiaotong University. The scholars held
public lectures and seminars on the PolyU campus, which
were attended by over 400 participants.
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