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PolyU is a university where academia and the real world
intersect. We have never been an ivory tower. We are socially
engaged, dedicated to excellence, and committed to delivering
an education that benefits not only the individual but society as
a whole.

These values are aptly reflected in the PolyU promise —
Opening Minds * Shaping the Future. Through our enriched
curriculum, we are opening young minds to new ideas and
knowledge that will enable graduates to serve as professionals
and caring citizens in the community. Through our world-class
research, we are shaping the future with ground-breaking
discoveries and knowledge transfer.

Opening the minds
of learners

Recently, we broadened our educational reach by launching
three Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs). These courses
— Knowledge Management and Big Data in Business, Human
Anatomy, and English@Work in Asia — were launched in
2015 on the HKPolyUx platform. The response has been
overwhelming, with very encouraging enrolments.

MOOQOCs blend education, multimedia and social networking,
and are designed with the learner in mind. To make these
courses even more immersive, the University has set up a
dedicated studio to produce highly interactive videos for MOOC
development.
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By offering MOOCs, we have created a model for group-
design, group-delivery and group-learning, shaping a future
trend for tertiary institutions and inspiring more teachers to
adopt blended learning. We have no doubt that this initiative will
broaden the global exposure of our students and teachers, as
well as contribute to the internationalization of our programmes.

PolyU supports students in reaching out to the world and
widening their international perspectives through numerous
valuable opportunities in overseas exchange, internships and
academic partnership programmes.

One example of the innovative programmes being offered is the
tripartite MSc in Global Hospitality Business introduced by our
School of Hotel and Tourism Management in collaboration with
the Ecole hoételiere de Lausanne in Switzerland and the Conrad
N. Hilton College of Hotel and Restaurant Management at the
University of Houston in the United States.

This programme aims to prepare future leaders for a successful
career in the rapidly-growing field of hospitality management
by giving them strong international exposure. Students will first
attend classes in Switzerland and then move to our School in
Hong Kong for their second semester, before completing their
third semester in Houston. They will benefit from the exposure
and knowledge to be gained across three continents with
significantly different cultures.
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Opening the door to
cutting edge research

PolyU supports a culture of research excellence that challenges
boundaries and discovers new knowledge for the benefit of
mankind. By exploring the intersections of various disciplines,
our researchers have continued to make valuable discoveries
throughout the year.

In one of the year's significant research advances, our
researchers have developed a big data analysis platform that
can process massive amounts of data to analyse 0.2 billion
gene pairs in just two days. The platform is being used to
explore the interactions among genes, and identify potential
diagnostic and therapeutic target genes in chronic myelogenous
leukemia. It can also be readily applied to the investigation of
gene markers in other diseases.

In another scientific study, PolyU researchers have found that
87% of nasopharyngeal carcinoma patients who received
radiotherapy developed carotid atherosclerosis, thus placing
them at higher risk of stroke. The reason for this was that
ionizing radiation in that therapy damages the carotid artery and
can lead to carotid atherosclerosis, resulting in a bigger chance
of transient ischemic attack and stroke. The findings supported
our recommendations for surgeons to effectively control doses
of radiotherapy and for patients to undergo ultrasound carotid
evaluation regularly.

In addition to studies aiming to improve human health, our
researchers also explore ways to protect the environment. A
PolyU team has developed a new catalyst for green biodiesel
production from unrefined feedstock such as waste cooking oil.
The catalyst can be reused over 30 times, making it a clean and
energy-saving innovation.
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Opening up opportunities
in knowledge transfer

We are also working to find new ways to facilitate knowledge
transfer to industry. One such avenue was the International
Knowledge Transfer Conference, organized in December
2014 as the first-day event of the APAC Innovation Summit.
During the Conference, a President Forum with the theme
Leveraging Knowledge Transfer for Institutional Advancement
was held for heads of institutions to discuss their respective
efforts and achievements in driving university-industry
knowledge transfer.

PolyU's technology transfer initiatives span various industries.
In 2014/15 alone, our turnover from consultancy and
licensing grew to HK$113.8 million. Throughout the year,
examples abound of PolyU providing solutions for industry.

Our Aviation Services Research Centre developed an
automated process that uses a portable laser drilling
template to streamline the workflow for replacing the outer
skin parts of aircraft. This industrial breakthrough has led to a
substantial improvement in the accuracy and quality of repair
work, with a reduction in the replacement time for an aircraft
outer skin panel from five hours to less than half an hour.

Partnered with the Hong Kong Research Institute of Textiles
and Apparel, our researchers have developed a novel
wearable electronic technology and thermal fabric. With
batteries the size of those in mobile phones, the fabric

can be customized and produced in various patterns, with
different heating positions and temperatures for household
and medical applications.
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Opening new horizons it & SR

in social innovation g2 Fak

The University has been contributing to social innovation —ENR REBNLAAENFEZHD
in creative ways. The PolyU Running Team at the Standard HEaF - 2EBEITHEE BRI 2015 0
Chartered Hong Kong Marathon 2015 joined with FOODSPORT B A KM B E AT X [ B8 H
to convert the calories burned during the run into food units FOODSPORT| &1F ' X EEBEEH A

that were donated to Food Grace. With a record high of 4,000 BRENREEE(LCARYEL  RAEBE
students, staff, alumni, family members and friends joining this Lr—Hi [REF] - AEFZEEE -

meaningful event, PolyU was awarded the Top Prize of Most HE REMEBRRKEKHIENREE -

Supportive Group Award for the sixth consecutive year. SHEREEEENEEY  AZRATESL
m o BERMEEE A FES [REIZHE
A BF -

In another demonstration of our commitment to social Bt EelEIER - REREAE2014F9 A

innovation, PolyU students initiated the Enlighten project EREH [EEX]) HE  S£6—THEZ

in September 2014. More than 1,500 members from the HBREBRK B E = 1 /)N R B T BT M B

University community successively pedalled static bikes over a BENUELERRE N BHEHBUBEE
24-hour period to generate clean electrical energy and promote B8R « AIFFEEEE REEEE -

renewable energy, sustainable development and a healthy

lifestyle.




We are socially engaged, dedicated to

excellence, and committed to delivering an
education that benefits not only the individual

but society as a whole.
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The journey 2 HhLl#
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Our achievements throughout the year are just some of the FRAEMIENEERR  RERZER
many possible openings for us to benefit our world and HEARFEB AR TIER - Al B R EM
shape a better future for us all. There is still a long way to go —&b5 o FIEMAER - BRAEEZFER
in this journey. However, | am certain that, with the continued HEN2BEA  BMEHEEEZH A
dedication of the PolylU community, we can contribute many B RE LR IEMBE -

positive changes in our efforts towards reaching these goals.

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my appreciation RAARODBHEREGRAZERLZE Y
to our Council and Court Members, as well as our University RE - REBTEE -  HBE  BENRKE -

management, staff, students and alumni, for their support and TE BRI 44 TR REL N ERL
contributions in this exciting journey.
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Marjorie Yang, GBS, JP REGFEE
Chairman of Council S8E , GBS, JP
December 2015 2015F 12 A
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